
More great research and funding success at the BDI

Get the latest here.

20 September 2021

It is truly inspiring to see BDI researchers, educators and professional staff continuing to deliver excellence,
despite the challenges of our continuing lockdown. With Dan laying down the roadmap out, there is light at
the end of the tunnel and we can start to envisage life returning to some level of normality! 

We are undoubtedly the most populous site on campus at the moment, so It was especially pleasing to see
over 90% of more than 800 respondents to the BDI Vax Tracker have had at least one vaccination. We are
well on the way to securing as safe a workplace as possible.  

But we don't yet have full coverage at the BDI, so let's have a final push on vaccination!  And please stick
with ongoing COVID safety measures in place at the BDI.. I'm very keen to get through this without putting
anyone at risk or having our research disrupted any more that it already is. 

I also want to take this opportunity to recognise and give a heartfelt thanks to everyone involved in
delivering our teaching - for all the reasons we know only too well, it has been a long nine weeks leading
into mid-semester break!  Just think - only three weeks on the other side and then exams!  It may seem a
while off, but year end will be upon us before we know it!  More light.......

Let's turn to successes, and we have some standouts!

It's not every day we have a senior author Nature Article - so let's take a moment to congratulate Wendy
Imlach and all the team from BDI and MIPS on their paper that uncovers a new potential mechanism of
managing chronic pain, importantly using a non-opiate approach!  

And then we have our new NHMRC Investigators, EL1s for Luke Formosa and Dustin Flannagan (who
joins us from UK) and L3s for Jamie Rossjohn and Tony Tiganis. Congratulations all! This follows on from
previous announcements of a DECRA to Wael Awad and of course an ARC Laureate to Dena Lyras. 

We will be paying particular attention to mid-career stages in both ARC Future Fellowships and Investigator
Grants. Success rates in these mid-career stages are simply not sustainable at the moment. If you are
applying for a FF with a deadline in December, don't forget to be in touch with Davina, and now is the time
to get onto thinking about your Investigator Grant. Preparation and planning is needed to give yourself the
best chance of success in these highly competitive stages.

Finally - thanks to Dena and everyone involved in the BDI People and Culture programs - so important in
these times - your work is much appreciated by everyone. 

Best wishes, stay safe and, if you haven't already done so, it's time to get vaccinated, 

John Carroll

https://www.intranet.monash/medicine/covid-19-updates-for-staff/bdi-information/bdi-vax-tracker-results
https://www.intranet.monash/medicine/covid-19-updates-for-staff/bdi-information/message-from-the-bdi-director/_nocache#Ongoing
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Research news

Monash University researchers unlock the key that could lead to the development of
non-opioid painkillers to treat chronic pain

Published in Nature, Monash University researchers have made a breakthrough discovery that could pave
the way for the development of novel non-opioid painkillers to safely and effectively treat neuropathic pain.

The new study, led by world-renowned drug researchers from the Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences (MIPS) and the Monash BDI, has demonstrated a new mode of targeting the adenosine A1
receptor protein, which has long been recognised as a promising therapeutic target for non-opioid
painkillers to treat neuropathic pain but for which the development of painkillers had failed due to a lack of
sufficient on-target selectivity, as well as undesirable adverse effects.

Associate Professor Wendy Imlach, who is the head of the Pain Mechanisms lab at Monash BDI and a co-
corresponding author of the work, stated: “This study has helped us to better understand mechanisms
underpinning allosteric drug actions. One of the exciting things we found is that not only were the PAMs
able to decrease neuropathic pain with minimal unwanted effects, but they actually increase their level of
effectiveness as the pain signals in the spinal cord get stronger – thus highlighting the potential for
allosteric medicines that are uniquely sensitive to disease context”. Read the full story here.

mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
https://bdi-newsletter.com/
https://twitter.com/MonashBDI
http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-university-researchers-unlock-the-key-that-could-lead-to-the-development-of-non-opioid-painkillers-to-treat-chronic-pain
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-university-researchers-unlock-the-key-that-could-lead-to-the-development-of-non-opioid-painkillers-to-treat-chronic-pain
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/imlach-lab
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-university-researchers-unlock-the-key-that-could-lead-to-the-development-of-non-opioid-painkillers-to-treat-chronic-pain
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NHMRC Investigator Grants Success 

Monash BDI has been awarded more than $7 million in NHMRC Investigator Grants. Congratulations to
Professor Jamie Rossjohn and Professor Tony Tiganis who were each awarded a Leadership 3 Grant, and
to Dr Luke Fermosa and Dr Dustin Flanagan who were each awarded an Emerging Leadership 1 Grant.
Investigator Grants support researchers at any stage of their careers, allowing researchers the flexibility to
innovate by taking their research in new directions and forming collaborations. Read the full story here.

Congratulations to Monash BDI's recipients who will be working on the following projects:

Professor Jamie Rossjohn: ‘A molecular investigation into T cell antigen receptor function and
dysfunction in humans’
Professor Tony Tiganis: ‘Phosphatases in the pathogenesis of obesity and cancer’
Dr Luke Formosa: 'Understanding complex I assembly for better diagnosis and future treatment’
Dr Dustin Flanagan Defining the mechanisms that drive cell competition and plasticity in stomach
cancer.’

Monash BDI early career researcher recognised with ARC
DECRA funding Congratulations to BDI's Dr Wael Awad (Le Nours
Lab) who is one of 15 Monash researchers recognised with Discovery
Early Career Researcher Awards (DECRA) from the Australian Research
Council (ARC). Dr Awad’s project aims to undertake discovery research to
investigate the roles of metabolites in T cell immunity. This project will
provide fundamental insights into the mechanisms that govern microbial
metabolite-based T cell immunity, which may advise future research into
vaccines or therapeutics. Read more.

Patients helping researchers to advance treatments for
prostate cancer The PDX collection (patient-derived xenografts),
developed by a multidisciplinary consortium and led by BDI's Professor
Gail Risbridger and Associate Professor Renea Taylor now comprises 59
tumours, collected from 30 patients between 2012 - 2020 and is one of the
largest collections of prostate cancer models in the world. Full
characterisation of the PDX collection is published in Nature

https://www.monash.edu/news/articles/over-$43m-awarded-to-monash-researchers-in-latest-round-of-nhmrc-investigator-grants
https://www.monash.edu/news/articles/over-$43m-awarded-to-monash-researchers-in-latest-round-of-nhmrc-investigator-grants
https://www.monash.edu/news/articles/over-$43m-awarded-to-monash-researchers-in-latest-round-of-nhmrc-investigator-grants
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-early-career-researcher-recognised-with-arc-decra-funding
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-early-career-researcher-recognised-with-arc-decra-funding
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-early-career-researcher-recognised-with-arc-decra-funding
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-early-career-researcher-recognised-with-arc-decra-funding
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/patients-helping-researchers-to-advance-treatments-for-prostate-cancer
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/patients-helping-researchers-to-advance-treatments-for-prostate-cancer
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Communications. Read more.

Monash BDI researcher a Eureka finalist Congratulations to
BDI's Associate Professor Fasséli Coulibaly who, as part of Team
Chimera, has been named as a finalist in the ANSTO Eureka Prize for
Innovative Use of Technology category. Team Chimera includes BDI's Drs
Hari Venugopal and Joshua Hardy (pictured) and researchers from
University of Queensland and QIMR Berghofer Medical Research
Institute. Together, they developed a new chimeric technology that
accelerates scientific discovery and provides a platform for next-
generation therapies and vaccines against flavivirus.Winners will be
announced on October 7. Read more.

Uncovering how T cells recognise the SARS-CoV-2 virus
spike protein In a world first finding co-led by Monash BDI's Dr
Priyanka Chaurasia, Dr Jan Petersen and Professor Jamie Rossjohn, and
University of Melbourne's Professor Kedzierska, the team analysed the T
cell receptors recognition of a spike protein fragment when presented by
an immune molecule, termed Human Leukocyte Antigen A2 (HLA-A2).
This work, which used the Australian Synchrotron, was published in the
Journal of Biological Chemistry. Read more.

Dean’s Awards for Excellence 2021  We would like to invite all
MNHS members to join us at our annual Dean’s Awards for Excellence
2021 virtual ceremony. Come along to celebrate the achievements of
some of our staff and PhD students who are at the forefront of innovation
and ground breaking research and teaching. Date: Wednesday 6
October Time: 1-2 pm. Register to attend.

Optimising research content on MNHS websites  In
collaboration with the Office of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research),
MNHS is working towards optimising the research content design on
MNHS websites. To kick start this project, we invite you to complete a
short (<10mins) survey that asks for your opinions and views. Please
submit your survey response by 15 October so that the Research Office
can share top line results with you in October, and keep the project
moving along. Start survey.

SELECTED MEDIA COVERAGE

Finding new ways to synthesise RNA in large
volumes Times Higher Education  has published a feature story-
Researchers target choke point in RNA revolution- about a new “dream
team” assembled to tackle RNA supply issues, led by Monash BDI’s
Associate Professor Traude Beilharz. The interdisciplinary team will find

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/patients-helping-researchers-to-advance-treatments-for-prostate-cancer
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-researcher-a-eureka-finalist
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-researcher-a-eureka-finalist
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-researcher-a-eureka-finalist
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/uncovering-how-t-cells-recognise-the-sars-cov-2-virus-spike-protein
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/uncovering-how-t-cells-recognise-the-sars-cov-2-virus-spike-protein
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/uncovering-how-t-cells-recognise-the-sars-cov-2-virus-spike-protein
https://monash.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsdOuvqz0jHtQkdFfd6jpCBLNs_4q6owIv
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1TZUu7OiGQfqMdg
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/finding-new-ways-to-synthesise-rna-in-large-volumes
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/finding-new-ways-to-synthesise-rna-in-large-volumes
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new ways of synthesising ribonucleic acid, or RNA, in large volumes, the
story says. It includes scientists working in bioinformatics, chemistry,
structural biology and X-ray crystallography. Read more.

Unlocking the mysteries of RNA Following the success of new
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines, Monash scientists have the interest and
funding to begin unlocking the mysteries of RNA. They hope to soon start
treating a range of other illnesses, including multiple sclerosis, spinal
muscular atrophy, schizophrenia, and cancer. Professor John Carroll,
Director of the Monash BDI and the team - including BDI’s Associate
Professor Chen Davidovich, Associate Professor Traude Beilharz and Dr
Gavin Knott among others, spoke to The Age about the future applications
for RNA. Read more.

A rare Tibetan worm may hold key to long-acting COVID
vaccines A molecule isolated from the world’s most valuable parasite,
the caterpillar fungus (Ophiocordyceps sinensis), may provide clues to
better and more stable mRNA vaccines, according to research being done
in Australia. Published in The Weekend Australian, “Studying the
cordyceps fungi molecule and how it can be used to understand the
function of 3’UTRs is a key step in making better vaccines against
infectious diseases like COVID-19 and also cancers,” Associate Professor
Beilharz said. Read more.

Monash RNA dream team After decades in the funding darkness,
mRNA and RNA and those that believed in it, are having their golden
moment. Associate Professor Beilharz is working collaboratively with
Associate Professors Max Cryle, Fasséli Coulibaly, Chen Davidovich and
Dr Gavin Knott, all from the BDI, and Professor Merlin Thomas, Central
Clinical School, on improving the basics of RNA synthesis, delivery and
stability, “which currently needs significant improvement to make it more
streamlined and accessible and able to scale up production in any
country,” said Associate Professor Beilharz. Read more.

Why viral infections are so hard to cure, and how antivirals like COVID-19 drug remdesivir work. Dr
Greg Moseley, ABC Science. 12 September 2021.
Pen pal project inspires the next generation of scientists. Dr Jennifer Payne and Dr Asolina Braun.
ABC Ballarat. 12 September 2021.

People and culture

The BDI has established a People and Culture program to build on existing initiatives and drive positive
policy, action and outcomes which ensure a supportive, inclusive and enabling culture for our staff and
students. Led by Professor Dena Lyras, Deputy Director of the BDI, the program comprises two active and

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/finding-new-ways-to-synthesise-rna-in-large-volumes
https://www.theage.com.au/national/rna-is-the-future-so-what-can-you-do-with-it-20210819-p58k5h.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/rna-is-the-future-so-what-can-you-do-with-it-20210819-p58k5h.html
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/a-rare-tibetan-worm-may-hold-key-to-long-acting-covid-vaccines
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/a-rare-tibetan-worm-may-hold-key-to-long-acting-covid-vaccines
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/a-rare-tibetan-worm-may-hold-key-to-long-acting-covid-vaccines
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-rna-dream-team
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-rna-dream-team
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2021-09-12/covid-19-cure-drug-antiviral-hiv-treatment-remdesivir/100444818
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-12/science-pen-pal-project-creating-scientists-of-the-future/100452004?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=twitter&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
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dynamic areas of focus, around Diversity and Inclusion and Mental Health and Wellbeing. 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

The Diversity and Inclusion Committee has successfully delivered or facilitated several events in the last
month, raising awareness and providing support for the BDI’s diverse community of staff and students.

LTBTIQ Ally Training
A BDI-specific LGBTIQ training session was held via Zoom on the 8 September, facilitated by Asher
Cameron from Monash Respectful Communities. The session provided a comprehensive grounding in
various concepts including identity, sex and gender, homophobia and heteronormativity. It also provided
practical advice on being an appropriate and effective ally to the LGBTIQ community at Monash and
beyond. The group of over 20 participants, comprising teaching, research and professional staff, and PhD
students, engaged in lively discussion and shared experiences and ideas. Feedback from the session was
overwhelmingly positive, as shown by this comment:

“This was my favourite training session at Monash by far! I got a lot out of this session. Asher was
an excellent facilitator and created a really welcoming, comfortable environment. The other
participants were very generous in sharing their thoughts and feelings.”

All participants are now registered as part of the Monash Ally Network. The D&I Committee will facilitate
further Ally training sessions for the BDI in the coming months, so keep an eye out in future newsletters
and other channels for details!

As part of Monash Diversity and Inclusion Week which ran from 13 to 17 September, the D&I Committee
facilitated two very successful events.

Overcoming Barriers to Academic Promotion
This highly informative workshop was held on Wednesday 15 September and provided targeted support to
BDI staff interested in applying for academic promotion, with a focus on staff from diverse backgrounds,
acknowledging personal and/or structural barriers that may impact on their capacity.

Led by Acting Chair of the D&I Committee, Associate Professor Jane Bourke, the workshop facilitated the
provision of valuable advice, tips and tools to help in the effective preparation of promotions applications.
The generous support and expertise of a panel of members of promotions committees and past
successful applicants, as well as broader discussion within the group, ensured participants went away
feeling enlightened and empowered to apply for promotion.

The Anatomy of Inclusion and Diversity
This forum was co-organised by the D&I Committee and the Centre for Human Anatomy Education, and
was also held on Wednesday 15 September. The panel comprised Associate Professor Michelle Lazarus,
Dr Asiel Adan Sanchez from the University of Melbourne and current medical and biomedical sciences
students. Real-world examples and evidence from Monash’s coursework in clinical and healthcare
education provided an eye-opening and fascinating exploration of the gendered and biased language and
terminology used in anatomy and healthcare, throughout history and into present-day. This was followed
by lively discussion around relevant themes and concepts in breakout rooms.
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The D&I Committee has big plans for future activities and initiatives to promote and highlight the
importance of diversity and inclusion to build a positive, enabling and innovative culture at the BDI. We
welcome ideas and engagement from the BDI community – reach out to one of our committee members,
we would love to hear from you!

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING

It is important at this time that everyone is looking after their mental health and wellbeing. To support
Monash BDI staff and students the Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee recently organised a number
of events aimed at supporting our staff and students.

Mindfulness for wellbeing and peak performance (in the COVID-19 world)
The practice of Mindfulness has been shown to be effective in managing mental health and negotiating
stress. On September 2 Associate Professor Craig Hassed OAM delivered his workshop Mindfulness for
wellbeing and peak performance to a group of staff and students at Monash BDI. This interactive
workshop introduced participants to mindfulness and its applications for managing stress and promoting
wellbeing. If you were unable to make the session and are interested in learning more about mindfulness
please see the free programs available for staff and students at Monash.

R U Okay? Day 2021
Thursday September 9 was R U OK? Day, a national day of action dedicated to reminding everyone that
every day is the day to ask, “Are you OK?” and support those struggling with life's ups and downs. To
support the ongoing conversation of mental health and wellbeing of staff and students at Monash BDI, the
health and wellbeing committee ran a morning and an afternoon drop-in session to promote mental health
and wellbeing through a short talk and a mindfulness meditation. In addition, the committee set up a
Kudoboard, to allow Monash BDI staff and students the opportunity to share tips on how they are looking
after your mental health and wellbeing at this time.  

Industry engagement update

The Bridge Program: 2021 has seen our early career researchers
embrace different opportunities where they can learn and train in research
commercialisation, enabling their development as future leaders who can
bridge the gap between academia and industry. Early in the year, Denny
Cottle and Sarah Larcombe were selected as participants for the highly
competitive 2021 ‘Bridge Program’. The Bridge Program has been running
since 2017 and aims to equip researchers and entrepreneurs with the
knowledge, skills and networks needed to commercialise pharmaceutical
research.

Researcher Exchange & Development in Industry (REDI)
fellowship 

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/about/diversity-and-inclusion/committee
https://www.monash.edu/students/support/health/mindfulness/programs#tabs__1370615-03
https://www.ruok.org.au/
https://monashbdi.kudoboard.com/boards/a6voyjHi
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Sarah Larcombe has also been awarded a REDI fellowship that will allow
her to spend six weeks working with an industry partner. We look forward
to hearing which company Sarah choses to work with for this fellowship. 

Industry Mentoring Network in STEM (IMNIS) Program
We were also pleased to offer 20 ECRs (15 PhD students and 5 postdoctoral fellows) a place in the
Industry Mentoring Network in STEM (IMNIS) Program for 2021-2022. Supported by the Australian
Academy of Technological Science and Engineering, IMNIS aims to tackle the disconnect between
academia and industry by pairing early career scientists with industry leaders in a one year mentoring and
professional development program.

Industry Insights Seminar Series
The BDI industry engagement team have partnered with ARMI to present a new Industry Insights Seminar
Series. The aim of the series is to increase awareness of paths to successful translation and
commercialization, as well as highlight career opportunities in industry. Each seminar will have a particular
topic with two guest speakers providing their unique viewpoints and case studies, as well as answering
questions from the audience. The first of these seminars, “IP dos and don’ts” on August 26, was well
attended with over 40 participants.

Our next seminar “From target to drug” will be held on September 30 at 4 pm, with speakers: Professor
Michael Cowley and Dr Lorna Mitchell, Director, Small Molecule Therapeutics, BioCurate. Register/RSVP
to attend here and Click this Zoom link to attend the seminar.

The BDI and ARMI Industry Engagement teams are happy to take suggestions for future topics and/or
speaker. For any questions about industry engagement at the BDI, please contact
sheena.mcgowan@monash.edu or bdi-industry.engagment@monash.edu

So You Think You Can Pitch?’ competition
Finally, we have just launched our expression of interest for the annual ‘So You Think You Can Pitch?’
competition. The competition is an exciting opportunity for BDI early career researchers to try their hand at
pitching their innovative idea or discovery that has potential to change the nature of human disease. With
$3,000 in prize money, are you up for the challenge? The final for the ‘So You Think You Can Pitch?’
competition forms part of the Monash BDI Industry Showcase where leading members of industry,
government and the research community will be in attendance.  We look forward to hearing the 2021
pitches.

The competition is open to all early career researchers (0 – 10 years post-PhD, considering career
interruptions) and senior PhD students. You will need your supervisor’s permission to enter.

Before the competition, the 2020 winner, Dr Jennifer Payne, did not think
she could pitch a baseball, let alone her research in antimicrobials to
industry.
"I learnt so much from developing my own pitch, but also seeing how the
pitches of the others changed. It was these worked examples, personal
feedback, and putting into practise what we learnt from one zoom meeting
to the next that really changed, although challenged, our thinking."
Jenn Payne, 2020 winner.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezxuTFJ3HWkLBNGmYOj6VgzCMGZN-uP71ajiLBcnOZwrHNAQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezxuTFJ3HWkLBNGmYOj6VgzCMGZN-uP71ajiLBcnOZwrHNAQ/viewform
https://monash.zoom.us/j/87221823897?pwd=TnQ4bitYMTFPYStMb3I2OHlLTHFNdz09
mailto:sheena.mcgowan@monash.edu
mailto:bdi-industry.engagment@monash.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdajRnCnzF45vJIsQ_UJGuxsMy5x5p3NPx9cXemkyMVX5CQqw/viewform
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For our ECR Community

BDI ECR Seminar Series
We are looking to invite ECRs with interesting, novel projects to present in a series of themed seminars as
part of the Rising Stars initiative. This series provides an opportunity for ECRs to increase their exposure,
form potential collaborations and improve their track record in response to the substantial impact of
COVID-19 on travel and network development. Please email bdi-ecr@monash.edu to express your own
interest or nominate an ECR to present as a part of this program.

FMNHS ECR Symposium
The ECR symposium will be held on Monday 25 October 2021 via Zoom due to COVID-19
restrictions.  The event is FREE and open to all FMNHS Early Career Researchers, FMNHS Early Career
Researcher Adjunct staff and final year PhD students (limited to 250 attendees). Registrations* close on
Monday 4 October 2021 (*excludes Abstract Submission and Mentoring Breakfast). Researchers who
previously registered to attend this event do not need to register again.

Sector news

FROM AAMRI 

Have your say: Harnessing research for better health

The Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences (AAHMS) is conducting a project to
improve healthcare for Australians by better enabling research to be conducted within the health
system. By completing their online survey, your perspectives will inform AAHMS’ major policy
project, which will result in a strategy to guide research in healthcare. “This project will look at the
current research and healthcare landscape, determining what’s working well, but also where
research can be better integrated so that patients can benefit from the latest findings as soon as
possible," said Professor Christina Mitchell, working group chair. Learn more about the
project.  Further information about the survey, and Take the short survey now (closes 28
September). 

Apply to become an AAHMS mentee

Both mentees and mentors speak highly of this program, which pairs rising research stars with
experienced leaders for guidance on a variety of matters - find out more online. Submission

mailto:bdi-ecr@monash.edu
https://sites.google.com/monash.edu/2021-ecr-symposium/register
https://aahms.org/harnessing-research-for-better-health/
https://aahms.org/harnessing-research-for-better-health/
https://aahms.org/harnessing-research-for-better-health/
https://aahms.org/share-your-experience/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XRZRG6G
https://aahms.org/mentorship-program/
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deadline 20 September.

Reports and resources

AURA 2021: Fourth Australian report on antimicrobial use and resistance in human health, August
2021. The report, released by the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care,
highlights the ongoing public health and safety threat posed by antimicrobial resistance.

COVID-19 has disrupted the lives of all Australians. Research Australia is committed to
understanding the specific impact on our health and medical researchers. Our second survey of
researchers, conducted in November 2020, is the subject of this report. The findings of this survey
remain as relevant as several months ago, and it is all the more important we act on the lessons it
gives us. Read Research Australia's COVID-19 Series: Report 4.

Events and seminars

Please note: our events are being conducted online until further notice (details in the links below)

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students - live online 
Every Monday, from 2:45pm

BDI Learning and Teaching Forums

Lessons from the semester 1 exams – What are the implications for semester 2? Event held on 5
August. Watch the recording or review the slides.
Integrating undergraduate personal and professional development: Focusing on employability at the
beginning. Event held on 1 September. Watch the recording or review the slides.
For zoom details for L&T forums, resources and events, join the BDI Learning and Teaching email
distribution list. 
Save the date: Forthcoming forums 27 October 1-2pm and 2 December 1-2pm.

Industry Engagement

30 September 4-5pm. Industry Insights Seminar Series. Speakers: Professor Michael Cowley and
Dr Lorna Mitchell, Director, Small Molecule Therapeutics, BioCurate. Register/RSVP to attend
here and click this zoom link to attend this Seminar.
So you think you can pitch? competition. With $3,000 in prize money, are you up for the challenge?
The competition is open to all early career researchers (0 – 10 years post-PhD, considering career
interruptions) and senior PhD students. You will need your supervisor’s permission to
enter. Register your expression of interest by completing the form by 30 September 2021.

Conferences & Meetings

28 September 12noon - 4:30pm. ASBMB Annual Education Symposium (online). Sharing Practice:
A Focus on Assessment and Academic Integrity. We encourage student submissions. Registrations
due 24 September.
25 - 29 October: AusBiotech 2021 programme launched. This year's Millis Oration keynote is
Professor Sharon Lewin AO, Director, The Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity. She
will address HIV to COVID-19: what history has taught us about our response to pandemics.
Register now.
2 December 2-5pm RNA Victoria Mini-symposium. Free event. Register now.

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/antimicrobial-resistance/antimicrobial-use-and-resistance-australia-surveillance-system/aura-2021
https://issuu.com/researchaustralia/docs/covid_report_4
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/02/04/quiet-writing-time-for-ecrs-and-phd-students/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bsQh0AlRzigYmpwx31MfnjZ3K1_pDGpK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B9f5EeF3UXlFVZP83AcRoEVmVn3Wci5H/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oUuwwOedjKEXWLfRGCe7c9Jyg5FPFQYB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16h-J1jE5NvpaxqVXtwsj4f51QDzJQSC2/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2IN2gqs0Erpbd6xguwbWWf5u2avnyI-qLqUmS1ta71DcMeg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2IN2gqs0Erpbd6xguwbWWf5u2avnyI-qLqUmS1ta71DcMeg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezxuTFJ3HWkLBNGmYOj6VgzCMGZN-uP71ajiLBcnOZwrHNAQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezxuTFJ3HWkLBNGmYOj6VgzCMGZN-uP71ajiLBcnOZwrHNAQ/viewform
https://monash.zoom.us/j/87221823897?pwd=TnQ4bitYMTFPYStMb3I2OHlLTHFNdz09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdajRnCnzF45vJIsQ_UJGuxsMy5x5p3NPx9cXemkyMVX5CQqw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdajRnCnzF45vJIsQ_UJGuxsMy5x5p3NPx9cXemkyMVX5CQqw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.asbmb.org.au/education/education-symposium/
https://www.ausbiotechnc.org/programme-2021
https://www.rnavic.com/
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Monash Biomedicine Discovery Seminars:
Be inspired, hear the latest research from scientists at the top of their field
Zoom and other details (with add to calendar) for all seminars available online

7 October 1-2pm Associate Professor Natalie Hannan. Theme: Cardiovascular Disease
14 October 1-2pm Associate Professor Jane Bourke. Theme: Cardiovascular Disease
19 October 1-2pm Dr Miles Andrews, Alfred Hospital. Theme: Cancer
21 October 1-2pm Dr Aneta Stefanidis. Theme: Metabolism, Diabetes and Obesity
26 October 1-2pm Dr Michael Chopin, WEHI. Theme Infection & Immunity
28 October 1-2pm. Associate Professor Christine Chaffer, Garvin Institute. Theme: Cancer
4 November 1-2pm Professor Tony Tiganis. Theme: Metabolism, Diabetes and Obesity
9 November 1-2pm Professor Michael Krashes. Theme: Metabolism, Diabetes and Obesity
11 November 1-2pm. Professor Marion Walhout. Theme: Metabolism, Diabetes and Obesity
16 November 1-2pm. Associate Professor Mireille Lahoud. Theme: Infection & Immunity
23 November 1-2pm Dr Linda Wakim. Theme: Infection & Immunity
30 November 1-2pm Dr Rhys Grinter Theme: Infection

Monash BDI ECR Events
Find all ECR events in the BDI ECR Calendar or make contact via email BDI-ECR@monash.edu to find out
more about ECR events, workshops and seminars.

25 October 8:30am-6pm: 2021 FMNHS ECR Symposium. Theme: Reconnect and turbocharge your
career. Register here.

Monash Biomedical Imaging Webinars
Zoom, abstracts and registration details for all webinars online

14 October 12:30-1:15pm Dr Katharina Voigt. Metabolic and functional connectivity relate to distinct
aspects of cognition
11 November 12:30-1:15pm Associate Professor Adeel Razi. Neural mechanisms of altered states
of consciousness under psychedelics
25 November 12:30-1:15pm Professor Stephen Nicholls and Dr Kristen Bubb, VHI. Identification
and treatment of advanced, rupture-prone plaques to reduce cardiovascular mortality.

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication and would like to engage with the media

about it ? It's never too early to let the media and communications team know at bdi-

news@monash.edu

Publications captured by PubMed for Monash BDI authors will be listed in linked lists in future issues once

resourcing has been identified.

Funding and opportunities

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/seminars
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/week/2020/11/24?cid=bW9uYXNoLmVkdV8zbDUwZ2w0NXRnamFiajFqNnM0c3RrcmdiNEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
mailto:BDI-ECR@monash.edu
https://sites.google.com/monash.edu/2021-ecr-symposium/register
https://www.monash.edu/researchinfrastructure/mbi/news-and-events/2021-mbi-webinars
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From the Faculty Research Office
(Note: these are primarily distributed via the MNHS newsletter The Pulse)

14 September

Pfizer Global Medical Grants Request for Proposals (RFP) Addressing Knowledge Gaps in
Alopecia Areata and Atopic Dermatitis
VicHealth Early Career Fellowships
FMNHS Senior Postdoctoral Fellowships 2022 – Applications Now Open
EOIs Now Open – SMICS 2021/22 Funding Program

7 September

Blood Borne Viruses (BBV) and Sexually Transmissible Infections (STI) Research Program Grant
Opportunity
Pfizer Global Medical Grants Request for Proposals (RFP) 2021/2022 Global NASH ASPIRE

31 August

Extension of ANSTO Research Portal 2022-1 deadline
Recording of the Webinar Accelerating the drug discovery pipeline with Cortellis suite
FY21 DOD Funding Opportunity for the Melanoma Research Program (MRP)
POLICY ALERT – Research Australia monitoring important new MRFF legislation
2022 CCA IBD PhD Scholarships – Applications Now Open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2021 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. 
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https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/13/pfizer-global-medical-grants-request-for-proposals-rfp-addressing-knowledge-gaps-in-alopecia-areata-and-atopic-dermatitis/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/13/pfizer-global-medical-grants-request-for-proposals-rfp-addressing-knowledge-gaps-in-alopecia-areata-and-atopic-dermatitis/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/10/vichealth-early-career-fellowships/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/08/fmnhs-senior-postdoctoral-fellowships-2022-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/08/eois-now-open-smics-2021-22-funding-program/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/03/blood-borne-viruses-bbv-and-sexually-transmissible-infections-sti-research-program-grant-opportunity/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/03/blood-borne-viruses-bbv-and-sexually-transmissible-infections-sti-research-program-grant-opportunity/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/09/03/pfizer-global-medical-grants-request-for-proposals-rfp-2021-2022-global-nash-aspire/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/08/30/extension-of-ansto-research-portal-2022-1-deadline/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/08/30/recording-of-the-webinar-accelerating-the-drug-discovery-pipeline-with-cortellis-suite/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/08/27/fy21-dod-funding-opportunity-for-the-melanoma-research-program-mrp/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/08/27/policy-alert-research-australia-monitoring-important-new-mrff-legislation/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/08/27/2022-cca-ibd-phd-scholarships-applications-now-open/
mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
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