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Here we are again, adapting our research and education to lockdown conditions - hopefully just for a few
more days. For many, the end of Semester could not have come at a better time, although I see we will be
going to on-line exams, yet another reset for many I expect. I'm very much looking forward to our BDI
Education Workshop on the 9th June so we can discuss the trials and tribulations - and find some
solutions - to what amounts to a very demanding set of circumstances. Research continuity is also under
threat again, but we can all manage a week of disruption and planning - thankfully case numbers have
remained low so far. 

I appreciate everyone's efforts to do the right thing. You can read my BDI COVID Update message  and
the global email detailing the University's changes to operations during this circuit-breaker lockdown. As
always, the University's COVID-19 Updates and BDI Information site provide links to the latest information,
useful resources and key contacts.

Despite the ongoing uncertainties, this month's newsletter is action packed. Our new revitalised D&I
Committee is under way, and I look forward to further announcements on our People and Culture initiative,
led by Dena, soon. Thanks to everyone involved - it's such an important contribution to setting the culture
of the BDI and ensuring our working environment is welcoming, supporting and encouraging of everyone. 

The updates on our high impact research provide plenty of reading with a quality, diversity and volume that
reflects the truly outstanding research activities undertaken by all of you. One of the key strategies of the
BDI is to take great discovery research and commercialise it as soon as possible, so I'm excited to see we
have another start-up out of the work of Remy Robert and Charles Mackay. 

There's a lot more too, but in the interests of brevity, I'll leave it for you to read on and discover all the
achievements outlined below. I'll sign off and just want to wholeheartedly thank everyone at the BDI for the
part they play in our research and teaching excellence.

Best wishes
John Carroll

Editor's note: We have a hiatus in being able to compile a linked list of all publications from BDI
researchers, but plan to include them in future issues once we have capacity. For now, we're highlighting
significant publications that have been brought to our attention.
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Important announcements

Diversity and Inclusion Committee update

Congratulations to Monash for ranking in the top 10 for the 2021 Times Higher Education World Gender
Equality rankings! While there are important gender equity issues still to address, this is a good
opportunity to also reflect on how far we've come. Rankings were based on representation of women in
research authorships, education acceptance and completion rates, mentoring, senior leadership, as well
as good policy support and the provision of parental leave and childcare. Australian universities made up 4
of the top 10.

The BDI Diversity & Inclusion website is now live, describing our goals, progress, current initiatives
and a range of resources and information.
The Diversity and Inclusion committee is hosting a special Ally training session for BDI staff and
graduate students, planned for 4 June, from 10am-2pm (includes a break for lunch) Training is
fun and interactive, and will be delivered on campus (Covid-willing, TBC).You will learn
about identity, power, privilege, heteronormativity and allyship. Following the session, you
can apply to join the Ally Network . As an Ally, you’re an active and visible advocate for
LGBTIQA+ inclusion at Monash. It's about creating a more inclusive campus. Please register
your interest to attend with Ayan Dasvarma.
Thanks to Dr Jason Massey, Dr Luke Formosa, and the ECR dynamos who recently formed a
new ECR Diversity and Inclusion subcommittee, who are all about creating an inclusive institutional
culture, in part through using social media to spread the word about dates and events that are
important to a diverse range of our staff and students. If you have an event or date of significance
that you'd like to bring to their attention, please contact Jason or Luke.
Check out the new veski inspiring women career recovery grants for those with caring
responsibilities. Note that co-funding of $25,000 has been approved for all BDI applicants.
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For our ECR Community

Contact the BDI ECR committee (BDI-ECR@monash.edu) to join the mailing list to hear about the various
ECR initiatives within the institute.

Expressions of interest to join the 2021-2022 BDI ECR Committee, commencing in June, close
TODAY, so don't delay! Register your  Expressions of interest (EOI) to join the BDI ECR
committee.  Read more about the Committee roles and responsibilities here. Being on the BDI
ECR Committee is a rewarding experience, find out more.
Check out the full range of ECR-specific events below.
The MNHS ECR information gateway collects all relevant information for ECRs including
professional development opportunities, events, prizes, symposiums and other useful resources. 
The ECR-run Pen Pal Pilot program has so far been a fantastic success. Inspirational letters have
been exchanged between scientists across all levels of the BDI with grade 6 students. 
Watch the Monash ECR Network panel on foreign interference and research integrity, if you
missed it on 21 May.

Congratulations to Associate Professor Sheena McGowan on her new
appointment as the Deputy Head, Department of Microbiology. Sheena
leads the Structural Microbiology group and is also the Director of Industry
Engagement at the Monash BDI. Her laboratory has close connections
with many Monash BDI and MIPS (Parkville) laboratories. This
appointment was made possible due to Professor Dena Lyras' decision to
step down as Deputy HoD to focus on the important and growing role as
Deputy Director of the Monash BDI. We congratulate Sheena on her new
role and thank Dena for her contributions in this role over the last five
years.

Dean's Awards for Excellence in Education 2021
Closing Friday 4 June at 11:59pm, nominations are now open for The
Dean's Award for Excellence in Industry Education Programs, which
aims to recognise and reward outstanding education programs for industry
across commercial, NFP and Government sectors. Click here for the
award guidelines and nomination form.

mailto:BDI-ECR@monash.edu
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Research news

Novel computational pipeline to conceptually change the paradigm of
protein complex prediction and differential analysis using proteomic data 
Research published in Nature Methods, co-led by Monash BDI's Dr Chen
Li, with collaborators Professor Anthony Purcell and Associate Professor
Jiangning Song, in addition to collaborators from seven other research
institutes.

Structure of an Australian mosquito virus may hold key to the infectivity of
global flavivirus pathogens 
Research published in Science Advances, co-led by Monash BDI's
Associate Professor Fasseli Coulibaly with joint first author Dr Joshua
Hardy.

New understanding of the deleterious immune response in rheumatoid
arthritis 
Research published in Science Immunology co-led by Monash BDI's
Professor Nicole La Gruta, Professor Jamie Rossjohn and Dr Hugh Reid,
with first authors Dr Jia Jia Lim and Dr Claerwen Jones.

Monash study may help boost peptide design 
Research published in Nature Communications, led by Monash BDI's
Associate Professor Max Cryle.

Towards a universal flu vaccine for Indigenous populations 
Research published in Nature Communications, co-led by Monash BDI's
Professor Anthony Purcell, co-first Dr Patricia Illing.

Scientists discover the gene signature responsible for plaque-eating
microglia in Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research published in Nature Communications, co-led by Professor Jose
Polo, co-first Dr Alexandra Grubman and Dr Xin Yi Choo, each affiliated
with Monash BDI and ARMI, in collaboration with DukeNUS researchers.

New research leads to understanding of why mutations in a gene leads to
mitochondrial disease
Research published in PNAS, led by Monash BDI's Professor Mike Ryan
and first author Dr Luke Fermosa.

New antimicrobial surface reduces bacteria build-up on medical
instruments
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Research published in ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces, led by Centre
to Impact AMR scientists.

New weapon in the fight against gastrointestinal disease in informal
settlements 
Research published in Lancet Planetary Health, co-led by Monash BDI's
Associate Professor Chris Greening with co-first author Dr Rachael
Lappan.

Like a jackal in wolf’s clothing: the Tasmanian tiger was no wolfish
predator — it hunted small prey
Research published in BMC Ecology & Evolution, co-led by Monash BDI's
Dr Justin Adams and PhD student Douglass Rovinsky.

Deciphering claustrum connectivity
Research published in Cerebral Cortex, co-led by Monash BDI's Professor
Marcello Rosa and Dr Sofia Bakola.

LEARNING AND TEACHING

Digital learning and medical professional identity – are they compatible?
As healthcare education moves online, how can we improve alignment
between students' perceived doctors' identity and the reality of the
profession? Featuring Monash BDI's Associate Professor Michelle
Lazarus.

Redefining anatomical language in healthcare to create safer spaces for
all genders. Healthcare education, settings and professionals are all
struggling to describe bodies outside gendered terms. As one of the
cornerstones of medicine, anatomy is facing an increasing need to find
terminology that accurately reflects the bodies it represents to create a
space safe for all genders, which in turn improves healthcare outcomes.
Featuring Monash BDI's Associate Professor Michelle Lazarus.

MNHS Student Awards 2020
These awards recognise and celebrate the acheivements of some of our
best and brightest students for their outstanding academic performance in
2020. Congratulations to our Biomedical Science recipients: Christopher
Tran, David Paul Fullarton, Eeman Atif, Aric Shien Ting Lim, Rahman
Abdul, Mariana Dragas, Phillipe Adamtchek, Tiffany Huynh, Ella
Sutherland Murphy, and Amber Xiaofei Wang on their success.

RESEARCH AWARDS AND GRANTS
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Paediatric brain tumour immunotherapy research awarded Ideas Grant
funding
Congratulations to Dr Pouya Faridi who was recently awarded an Ideas
Grant in the 2020 round of the Priority-driven Collaborative Cancer
Research Scheme.

Fascination with stem cell sensation leads to Fulbright scholarship
Congratulations to PhD student Meg McFetridge, who has earned a
coveted Fulbright Future Scholarship for postdoctoral research at Cornell
University.

Using 3D brain organoids to study Prader-Willi Syndrome 
Congratulations to Dr Partha Das who was recently announced as the
recipient of the 2020 Prader Willi Syndrome (PWS) Grant Round from the
Prader Willi Research Foundation Australia. Dr Das' project will develop a
novel tool to access early neurological defects that occur in PWS patients,
using 3D brain organoids - 'mini-brains' derived from patient-specific
induced pluripotent stem cells. 

Monash BDI scientists win Diabetes Australia awards in 100-year
anniversary of insulin
Congratulations to Dr Adam Rose, and Professor Sharon Ricardo and co-
awardee Dr Mark Del Borgo, who have successfully gained research
grants from Diabetes Australia to progress their innovative work into new
therapies for diabetes and kidney disease.

INDUSTRY NEWS

BioCurate and Monash University launch oncology startup company, Pio
Therapeutics (Pio Tx), a new company that will focus on developing novel,
innovative and targeted medicines to improve outcomes for cancer
patients.The research that led to the discovery and initial characterisation
of PIO-001 was conducted at Monash BDI in the laboratories of Professor
Charles Mackay, Professor Di Yu, and Dr Remy Robert and represents
another example of collaboration moving exceptional research forward
into commercial tangible benefits for the community.

COVID-19 NEWS

Monash supports Australia's first mRNA vaccine facility
The Victorian government has announced it will put $50 million towards
the first domestic production of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, such as Pfizer
and Moderna. Experts from Monash University, the University of
Melbourne and The Doherty Institute will work with the Victorian
Governement to establish and scale mRNA vaccine manufacturing in
Victoria.
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https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/using-3d-brain-organoids-to-study-prader-willi-syndrome-pws
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2021-articles/monash-bdi-scientists-win-diabetes-australia-awards-in-100-year-anniversary-of-insulin
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SIGNIFICANT PUBLICATIONS

Published in Biomaterials, co-led by Monash BDI's Professor Chrishan Samuel, this study
examines the therapeutic application of nanoparticle-conjugation of an anti-fibrotic agent (relaxin)
as a treatment for chronic allergic airways disease/asthma. Pulmonary myeloid cell uptake of
biodegradable nanoparticles conjugated with an anti-fibrotic agent provides a novel strategy for
treating chronic allergic airways disease

Published in Nature Communications, co-led by Monash BDI's Professor Jamie Rossjohn and Dr
Julian Vivian. Structural plasticity of KIR2DL2 and KIR2DL3 enables altered docking geometries
atop HLA-C

Published in JEM, co-led by Monash BDI's Professor Jamie Rossjohn. CD1a selectively captures
endogenous cellular lipids that broadly block T cell response

SELECTED MEDIA COVERAGE 

Immuron (ASX:IMC) progresses antiviral study in SARS-CoV-2 (Professor Dena Lyras)
Why there are growing calls to ban antibacterial soaps (Radio: Professor Trevor Lithgow)
Why antibiotics shouldn’t be in soap (Cosmos Magazine: Professor Trevor Lithgow)

Sector news

FROM AAMRI 
The AAMRI Research Impact Project:aims to represent a range of research priorities within the Australian
medical research sector and is divided into six categories for demonstrating research impact:

Advancing knowledge
Research capacity building
Informing decision-making
Health impacts
Economic impacts
Social impacts

Download the AAMRI Research Impact Framework Final Report.

New report shows outstanding financial returns of medical research investment
A new report commissioned by Victoria’s Lead Scientist, Dr Amanda Caples, has demonstrated the
stunning economic returns from investment in medical research where every dollar invested generates
over $4.50 in return. The Victorian Chapter of the Association of Australian Medical Research Institutes
(VicAAMRI) has congratulated the Victorian Government on their decades-long investment in the state’s
medical research sector.  

Events and seminars

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0142961221001526?dgcid=author
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0142961221001526?dgcid=author
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0142961221001526?dgcid=author
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-021-22359-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-021-22359-x
https://rupress.org/jem/article-abstract/218/7/e20202699/212082/CD1a-selectively-captures-endogenous-cellular?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://rupress.org/jem/article-abstract/218/7/e20202699/212082/CD1a-selectively-captures-endogenous-cellular?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://themarketherald.com.au/immuron-asximc-progresses-antiviral-study-in-sars-cov-2-2021-05-13/
https://themarketherald.com.au/immuron-asximc-progresses-antiviral-study-in-sars-cov-2-2021-05-13/
https://www.3aw.com.au/why-there-are-calls-to-ban-antibacterial-soaps-from-sale/
https://cosmosmagazine.com/science/why-antibiotics-shouldnt-be-in-soap/
https://www.aamri.org.au/members/theresearchimpactproject/#The-Research-Impact-Framework
https://www.aamri.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AAMRI_Impact_Report-2021_WEB.pdf
https://www.aamri.org.au/news-events/not-just-better-health-new-report-demonstrates-the-outstanding-financial-returns-of-medical-research-investment/
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Please note: our events are being conducted online until further notice (details in the links below)

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students - live online 
Every Monday, from 2:45pm

BDI Education Workshop

Wednesday 9 June 2-5pm. It is yet to be confirmed whether this event will run face-to-face, online,
or in a hybrid mode. If you would like to attend this event and have not yet received
correspondence about it, please contact Meg Lukies.

ImmunoMon

Thursday 10 June - Friday 11 June.  Website with program and registration details.

FlowCore Users Group Seminar

Thursday 3 June 10-11am. Dr Carole Ford, BD Rhapsody Seminar.  Zoom link to join.

Monash Biomedicine Discovery Seminars:
Be inspired, hear the latest research from scientists at the top of their field
Zoom and other details (with add to calendar) for all seminars available online

Tuesday 1 June 1-2pm A/Prof Christoph Hagemeyer (Theme: Cardiovascular Disease)
Thursday 3 June 4-5pm Dr Sebastian Jorgensen (Theme: Metabolism, Diabetes & Obesity)
Tuesday 8 June 1-2pm Prof Andrew Murray (Theme: Cardiovascular Disease)
Thursday 10 June 4-5pm Prof Matthias Lutolf (Theme: Development & Stem Cells)
Thursday 17 June 1-2pm Dr Joel Sekrig, EMBL, Germany
Tuesday 22 June 1-2pm Dr Mary Kavurma (Theme: Cardiovascular Disease)
Thursday 24 June 1-2pm Dr Thomas Naderer (Theme: Infection & Immunity)
Tuesday 29 June 1-2pm A/Prof Chris Greening (Theme: Infection & Immunity)
Tuesday 6 July 1-2pm Prof Rebecca Ritchie, MIPS (Theme: Cardiovascular Disease)

Monash BDI ECR Events
Find all ECR events in the BDI ECR Calendar or make contact via email BDI-ECR@monash.edu to find
out more about ECR events, workshops and seminars.

Inspiring Leaders (career development seminars): We are introducing this new series featuring
researchers chosen by BDI ECRs to talk about their career strategies. This is an opportunity to learn from
senior scientists and ask the questions you always wanted to ask.

Thursday 17 June 10-11am A/Prof Kim Jacobson

Rising Stars series: Showcasing outstanding discoveries led by our ECRs. 

Wednesday 9 June 1-2pm Dr Aurina Arnatkeviciute (The Turner Institute)

Workshops:

Tuesday 1 June 10am. A day in the life of Dr Davina Dadley-Moore
Friday 25 June 10am. How to apply for funding from other sources. Dr Antonella Papa and Dr
Pouya Faridi.

Monash Biomedical Imaging Webinars
Zoom, abstracts and registration details for all webinars online

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/02/04/quiet-writing-time-for-ecrs-and-phd-students/
mailto:Meg.Lukies@monash.edu
https://www.immumon.com/
https://monash.zoom.us/j/86089428194?pwd=elFjcXVXSXRWNDlDMU4yYzJXUitEZz09
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/seminars
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/week/2020/11/24?cid=bW9uYXNoLmVkdV8zbDUwZ2w0NXRnamFiajFqNnM0c3RrcmdiNEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://www.monash.edu/researchinfrastructure/mbi/news-and-events/2021-mbi-webinars
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Thursday 10 June 12:30pm Prof Alex Fornito and Dr Stuart Oldham Generative models of the
human connectome
Thursday 8 July 12:30pm Dr Brett Paterson and Mr Cormac Kelderman Developing new
radiopharmaceuticals from bis(thiosemicarbazones)
Thursday 29 July 12:30pm Prof Jason Mattingley Understanding the neural processes involved in
perceptual decisions

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication and would like to engage with the media

about it ? It's never too early to let the media and communications team know at bdi-

news@monash.edu

Publications captured by PubMed for Monash BDI authors will be listed in linked lists in future issues once

resourcing has been identified.

Funding and opportunities

From the Faculty Research Office
(Note: these are primarily distributed via the MNHS newsletter The Pulse)

1 June

Helen Macpherson Smith Trust Round
UPDATE:  veski Inspiring Women Career Recovery Grants – Applications Now Open

25 May

Australian Academy of Science awards opportunities
MIME Seed Funding Now Open: Practical solutions for frontline clinical problems
ARC College of Experts Nominations for 2022 – Now Open
FMNHS Platform Access Grants 2021 (PAG 2021) Strategic Round – Applications Now Open
REMINDER: National Centre for Healthy Ageing (NCHA) Living Labs Program 2021 (Pilot Round
2) – APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
REMINDER: FMNHS Early Career Researcher (ECR) Publication Prize 2021 – Applications
Closing Soon

18 May

Two new MRFF Grants Open RCRDUN and COVID Health Impacts
Research Australia – Connecting you with those who support the health and medical research
sector
Batten Disease Research Grant Program
TOP 5 Media Residency Program – Applications NOW OPEN
AMP’s Tomorrow Fund

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/28/helen-macpherson-smith-trust-round/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/28/update-veski-inspiring-women-career-recovery-grants-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/25/australian-academy-of-science-awards-opportunities/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/25/mime-seed-funding-now-open-practical-solutions-for-frontline-clinical-problems/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/arc-college-of-experts-nominations-for-2022-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/fmnhs-platform-access-grants-2021-pag-2021-strategic-round-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/reminder-national-centre-for-healthy-ageing-ncha-living-labs-program-2021-pilot-round-2-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/reminder-national-centre-for-healthy-ageing-ncha-living-labs-program-2021-pilot-round-2-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/reminder-fmnhs-early-career-researcher-ecr-publication-prize-2021-applications-closing-soon/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/reminder-fmnhs-early-career-researcher-ecr-publication-prize-2021-applications-closing-soon/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/14/two-new-mrff-grants-open-rcrdun-and-covid-health-impacts/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/13/research-australia-connecting-you-with-those-who-support-the-health-and-medical-research-sector/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/13/research-australia-connecting-you-with-those-who-support-the-health-and-medical-research-sector/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/13/batten-disease-research-grant-program/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/13/top-5-media-residency-program-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/13/amps-tomorrow-fund/
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2021 GSK Award for Research Excellence: Nominations Now Open
2022 Schmidt Science Fellows EOI for Nomination – NOW OPEN

11 May

FMNHS Early Career Researcher (ECR) Publication Prize 2021 – Applications Now Open
AHURI National Housing Research Program Funding Round 2022 – NOW OPEN
Sea Time Grants: Marine National Facility – Funding Opportunity
2021 Merck Research Grants
Yitpi Foundation Research Awards and Grants-in-Aid

4 May

Open for Nomination – New Dean’s Award: Excellence in Industry Education Programs 2021
UPDATE: National Centre for Healthy Ageing (NCHA) Living Labs Program 2021 (Pilot Round 2) –
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

20 April

Important Update: FMNHS Bridging Postdoctoral Fellowships 2021 (Round 2)

13 April

2021 Universities Australia & German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) – Australia-Germany
Joint Research Cooperation Scheme – NOW OPEN

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2021 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you are a staff member at Monash University with an interest in
Monash BDI's stories. You can submit a story idea, unsubscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-

news@monash.edu

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit
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https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/18/2021-gsk-award-for-research-excellence-nominations-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/18/2022-schmidt-science-fellows-eoi-for-nomination-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/21/reminder-fmnhs-early-career-researcher-ecr-publication-prize-2021-applications-closing-soon/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/06/ahuri-national-housing-research-program-funding-round-2022-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/05/sea-time-grants-marine-national-facility-funding-opportunity/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/05/2021-merck-research-grants/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/05/03/yitpi-foundation-research-awards-and-grants-in-aid-2/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/04/30/open-for-nomination-new-deans-award-excellence-in-industry-education-programs-2021/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/04/30/update-national-centre-for-healthy-ageing-ncha-living-labs-program-2021-pilot-round-2-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/04/30/update-national-centre-for-healthy-ageing-ncha-living-labs-program-2021-pilot-round-2-applications-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/04/19/important-update-fmnhs-bridging-postdoctoral-fellowships-2021-round-2/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/04/13/2021-universities-australia-german-academic-exchange-service-daad-australia-germany-joint-research-cooperation-scheme-now-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2021/04/13/2021-universities-australia-german-academic-exchange-service-daad-australia-germany-joint-research-cooperation-scheme-now-open/
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