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Get the latest here.

BDI News:18 December 2020

Welcome to the final issue of the BDI Newsletter for 2020! It has been an enormous year for the entire
institute, with major successes and plenty of challenges. It's taken resilience, flexibility, dedication, support
for our colleagues, and lots of hard work to navigate all of the changes brought about by the global
pandemic. I thank each and every one of you for going above and beyond this year to further biomedical
research and education.

We held our annual End of Year wrap-up event two weeks ago - where we celebrate notable
achievements in research, education and engagement throughout the year - and also announced the
recipients of the Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement 2020. Our annual Industry
Engagement Showcase event was also held online recently. You can read more about each of these
events, access the slides and watch the 'pitches' from our ECR finalists below. Both events showcased
the talented calibre of staff at the institute.

And it is a great way to finish the year with the stories below encapsulating the essence of the Monash
BDI–with achievements in research excellence, industry engagement, funding and more.

In my last message for the year, I want to reiterate my thanks to each and every member of the Monash
BDI community for their contributions over the year and to wish everyone a relaxing, restorative and fun
festive season. Let's see what 2021 brings....

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

News

In a year like no other, the Monash BDI community shone.
Read about the End of Year Celebration and Annual Awards event, and find out who received Monash

BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement. For those of you who weren’t able to attend the presentation,
you can download the slides (Monash login required).

RESEARCH NEWS

Researchers expose power of enzyme on key immune cells. Not one, but two, publications in Cell
Reports have produced exciting findings into the immune system's B cells and T cells. Professor
Colby Zaph  (Cell Reports publication) found that the enzyme DOT1L was critical in controlling
how T cells – white blood cells critical for immunity to infections – make the choice to develop into
distinct subsets. And the research led by Associate Professor Good-Jacobson  (Cell Reports
publication) revealed that DOT1L was critical to turning on an effective B cell response during
infection or in response to immunisation. The next steps are to conduct further studies into a target
for asthma and allergies, and fundamental work exploring the formation of immunity itself.

INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT NEWS

Monash BDI's fourth annual Industry Showcase and its centrepiece So You Think You Can Pitch?
competition was held online this year, hosted by Monash BDI's Director of Industry Engagement,
Associate Professor Sheena McGowan. The field was strong, the content exciting and the quality
of the pitches described as excellent. The event provides an opportunity to showcase and promote
the growing pipeline of discoveries at the Institute to industry partners, facilitates networking
between industry and academia networking, and offers a spotlight for the Institute’s early career
researchers (ECRs) to speak of their translational research. Congratulations to our ECR finalists
Dr Sarah Lockie, Dr Jennifer Payne, Dr Amlan Chakraborty and Dr Sri Ramarathinam. Find out

http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/monash-bdi-community-shines-in-tough-times
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/monash-bdi-community-shines-in-tough-times
https://www.intranet.monash/medicine/sobs/assets/pdfs/Monash-BDI-EOY-Celebration-FINAL.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/researchers-expose-power-of-enzyme-on-key-immune-cells
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/zaph-lab
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/zaph-lab
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/fulltext/S2211-1247(20)31494-7
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/fulltext/S2211-1247(20)31494-7
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/jacobson-lab
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/fulltext/S2211-1247(20)31493-5
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/fulltext/S2211-1247(20)31493-5
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/mcgowan-lab
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/lockie-lab
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/cryle-lab/members
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/amlan-chakraborty
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/sri-ramarathinam
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more about the event (including who won!) and watch the finalists' pitches.

AWARDS AND GRANTS 

2020 Vice Chancellor’s Awards recognise staff excellence Congratulations to BDI's Dorota Ferens
who has been awarded the 2020 Vice-Chancellor's Excellence Award for Occupational Health and
Safety (Individual). Earlier this year, Ms Ferens was also awarded the MNHS Dean's Award for
Excellence in Safety, watch her describe her work here. Congratulations also to Monash's Athena
SWAN Committee, chaired by Professor John Carroll, on being awarded the Vice Chancellor's
Award for Excellence in Diversity and Inclusion (Staff Team Award).   

Monash BDI secures $16m in NHMRC Ideas Grant Scheme. Reflecting the scope and quality of
research capability at the Institute, 16 BDI projects received funding in NHMRC's Ideas Grant
Scheme announced this week by Minister Hunt, contributing to Monash's $44m of funding in this
Scheme, the most of any Australian university.

 COVID-19 news

Visit Monash University's COVID-19 updates for the latest operational information, and the Welcome back
Monash site for return to campus information.

With more than 25 of our science leaders applying their expertise to respond to COVID-19, we are at the
forefront of efforts to understand the coronavirus and protect our communities.  We're working in
partnership with national and international researchers, and clinical colleagues. We're also reaching out to
inform the community with reliable expert information about the COVID-19 pandemic. Find out more:
Monash BDI COVID-19 Program website 

RESEARCH

Ground-breaking Melbourne study shows way forward in protecting health care workers from
COVID-19. Research published in The European Respiratory Journal, led by Dr Simon Joosten
from the Monash School of Clinical Sciences and Monash BDI's Dr Shane Landry, is the first study
of its kind to track the flow of airborne virus particles in a sealed ‘phage dome’ testing room.

MEDIA COVERAGE

Immuron SARS-CoV-2 Research Agreement with Monash University Nasdaq:IMRN (Lyras,
Hutton)
The COVID-19 Vaccine: Your questions answered (Turner)
The 40-year-old drug that could stop people getting sick from COVID-19 (Turner) Behind AFR
paywall
Local COVID researcher on 88.3, latest on COVID-19 (Turner)
Ventilated headboard hood protects healthcare workers (Landry) 

Important announcements

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/virtual-claps-for-industry-engagement-event-contestants
https://www.monash.edu/news/internal/internal-articles/2020-vice-chancellors-awards-recognise-staff-excellence/_nocache
https://www.monash.edu/vc-excellence-awards/ohs
https://www.monash.edu/vc-excellence-awards/ohs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Qu0J-CkfbY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.monash.edu/gender-equity/athena-swan
https://www.monash.edu/gender-equity/athena-swan
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/carroll-lab
https://www.monash.edu/vc-excellence-awards/diversity-and-inclusion-awards
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/monash-bdi-secures-$16m-in-nhmrc-ideas-grant-scheme
https://www.monash.edu/news/coronavirus-updates
https://www.monash.edu/return-to-campus/home
https://www.monash.edu/return-to-campus/home
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/covid-19-program
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/covid-19-program
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/covid-19-program
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/ground-breaking-melbourne-study-shows-way-forward-in-protecting-health-care-workers-from-covid-19
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2020-articles/ground-breaking-melbourne-study-shows-way-forward-in-protecting-health-care-workers-from-covid-19
https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/early/2020/11/26/13993003.03666-2020.article-info
https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/early/2020/11/26/13993003.03666-2020.article-info
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/simon-joosten
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/edwards-lab/members
https://menafn.com/1101282903/Immuron-SARS-CoV-2-Research-Agreement-with-Monash-University-NasdaqIMRN
https://www.pressreader.com/australia/who/20201210/283974654994232
https://www.afr.com/policy/health-and-education/the-40-year-old-drug-that-could-stop-people-getting-sick-from-covid-19-20201209-p56m0i
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Monash BDI is delighted to announce that Professor Helen Abud will be taking up the role of Head of the
Department of Anatomy and Developmental Biology in February 2021. Helen's work is centered on
understanding stem cell function and behaviour in normal tissues and tumours. She has published her
work in some of the best journals including Cell Stem Cell, PNAS, EMBO J, Cell and Gastroenterology. 

Helen is also internationally known for her work with organoids and is currently Director of the Monash
BDI Organoid Program, an initiative of Helen's that is now supporting a network of researchers. She is
also the Co-Head of Monash BDI's Development and Stem Cells Program. In recognition of her
excellence and leadership, Helen has been appointed President of the Australian Society for Stem Cell
Research. 

Helen has also made outstanding contributions in teaching and has acted as Director of Developmental
Biology Education overseeing this portfolio. Helen was key in the development of the cross-disciplinary
Molecular Cell Biology Units we offer in second year and has led curriculum development in a number of
areas in the Developmental Biology major. Helen's expertise in teaching has been recognised in 2020 with
the Dean's and Vice Chancellor's award for outstanding contribution to student learning. 

AAMRI NEWS

Survey on the ongoing impact of COVID-19 Research Australia is repeating the survey it
undertook in May on the impact of COVID-19 on health and medical research and innovation. The
first survey was completed by more than 1,200 researchers and helped inform governments and
policy makers about the effect COVID-19 was having on vital health and medical research. The
new survey seeks input from everyone working in the health and medical research and
biotechnology sector. 
Changes to NHMRC’s grant schedule and policies NHMRC has changed the timing of the 2021
Investigator Grant and Clinical Trials and Cohort Studies schemes. It has also changed its Relative
to Opportunity policy to accommodate the impacts of COVID-19 on research. 
Academy launches medal for Outstanding Female Researcher The Medal will be awarded
annually to a female researcher for one or more seminal discoveries in the health and medical
sciences, primarily working in Australia. Nominations are welcome from all fields associated with
furthering biomedical and health research, whether clinical or basic biomedical research. Closes 1
March 2021.

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/abud-lab
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/research/organoid-program
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/research/organoid-program
https://aamri.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70d847eabe20eb5a7e39702ac&id=2672baebf1&e=7c272cecaf
https://aamri.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70d847eabe20eb5a7e39702ac&id=29d2f0a935&e=7c272cecaf
https://aamri.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70d847eabe20eb5a7e39702ac&id=d88e624133&e=7c272cecaf
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Events and seminars

Please note: our events are being conducted online until further notice (details in the links below)

ECR Events
Find all ECR events in the BDI ECR Calendar

Wednesday 27 January, 1-2pm. Dr Kelvin Yip (Cancer) and Dr Patricia Illing (I&I) Rising Stars
Seminar Series. Zoom link here.
Thursday 28 January,11-12. Prof John Carroll. Inspiring Leaders Talks. Register here.

Lorne Infection and Immunity 2021 Virtual Conference
All details (including registration links) available on the Conference website.

12 January 2021: Poster abstract submission deadline
17-19 February 2021: Virtual conference dates

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note BDI-affiliated authors are listed in bold in the publication lists below

Publications – December 3, 2020

Publications – December 10, 2020
 

Funding and opportunities

FROM THE BDI RESEARCH MANAGER
How to find alternative funding opportunities
If you are looking for small opportunities to help build up to the major ones, then the funding database
Research Professional is a useful first stop on the journey. Read the details about how to log in and use
this database here.

FROM THE FACULTY RESEARCH OFFICE
(Note: these are also distributed via the MNHS newsletter The Pulse)

9 December

NHMRC 2021–2024 Triennium — Nominations Open
Confirmation of NHMRC’s 2021 Grant Program Dates

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/week/2020/11/24?cid=bW9uYXNoLmVkdV8zbDUwZ2w0NXRnamFiajFqNnM0c3RrcmdiNEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://monash.zoom.us/s/97112278992
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeN3M8u67eHEeO3exXm7m2QEVDBoBe3dVaY9-BWTZPX0oQaKQ/viewform?gxids=7628
https://www.lorneinfectionimmunity.org/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/12/04/publications-december-3-2020/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/12/11/publications-december-10-2020/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2019/08/28/how-to-find-alternative-funding-opportunities/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2019/08/28/how-to-find-alternative-funding-opportunities/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/12/02/nhmrc-2021-2024-triennium-nominations-open/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/12/02/confirmation-of-nhmrcs-2021-grant-program-dates/
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Medical Research Future Fund Current grant opportunities
ARC LIEF 2022 (LE22) EOI Portal – Now Open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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