
25 June 2020

Hi all and welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter -  I'm sure you'll agree it speaks to the wildly
energetic environment we work in, even when working from home! So amazing to see that amid the
COVID crisis and the complexity it brings to our day-to-day activities, not to mention the financial
challenges and uncertainties, the work keeps going and we keep on delivering. There's news of MRFF
funding for three of our teams (Kylie Wagstaff, Rob Widdop and Jose Polo), major industry partnerships
with Janssen (Jamie Rossjohn and team) and oNKo-Innate and Gilead (Jai Rautela and Nick Hunitington),
and more than 20 new papers (see links below) including new high impact stories on immunity and ageing
(Nicole La Gruta), amino acids and metabolism (Adam Rose), and viral replication (Jackie Wilce).  And
our PhD students are also getting amongst it - I'm sure you'll join me in wishing our BDI three minute
thesis (3MT) winners, Samoda Rupasinghe and Rachel Farquhar, all the very best of luck in the 3MT
Faculty Final which begins next week.

With all this going on and more, it is little wonder that no fewer than 17 members of the BDI have been
promoted over the last few months! Congratulations to all of you - it is due recognition of all your
achievements! 

And even the Governor-General and his wife, David and Linda Hurley, have heard about all the
excitement, dropping by to discuss our COVID-19 activities. Thanks to all who organised the visit and
participated in the discussions - I hope that now you have had time to recover, the sun still shines for
you!  

Finally, make sure that next Monday you get out and vote Yes for the NTEU framework agreement. You
don't have to look far to see what complacency in democratic processes can bring.

Best wishes
John Carroll
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 COVID-19 research and news

Staff and students seeking information about changes to operations in response to COVID-19 are
encouraged to access the Monash COVID-19 Updates site.

In addition, there is an intranet site with BDI-specific information which contains additional links for
researchers - and also the names and contact details of people within the BDI for escalation of any issues.

Next Monday 29 June, staff get to vote on variations to the current enterprise agreements. Voting
information, FAQs, key dates, details on the Framework and the recording of the VC's all-staff live
question-and-answer session held on 11 June are all available at the dedicated Jobs Protection
Framework, Information for Staff website.

COVID-19 NEWS
With more than 25 of our science leaders applying their expertise to respond to COVID-19, we are at the
forefront of efforts to understand the coronavirus and protect our communities.  We're working in
partnership with national and international researchers, and clinical colleagues. We're also reaching out to
inform the community with reliable expert information about the COVID-19 pandemic.

Find out more: Monash BDI COVID-19 Program website 

COVID-19 research at Monash BDI receives funding boost Three Monash BDI projects
investigating treatments for COVID-19 were awarded funding by the MRFF. Congratulations to Dr
Kylie Wagstaff, Professor Rob Widdop, Dr Mark Del Borgo, Professor Mibel Aguilar and Professor
Jose Polo. 3 June 2020.
Governor-General visits Monash to learn about COVID-19 research. At Their Excellencies request,
the Governor General and Mrs Hurley visited the Monash BDI to learn more about the Institute's
COVID-19 Program, participating in a round table discussion and taking a tour of one of our
laboratories. 18 June 2020.

Other news and media

RECENT PROMOTIONS

Monash BDI staff acknowledged in recent University promotions Recognising excellence in
research, education and engagement, a huge congratulations to each of the 17 Monash BDI staff
who were successful with their recent academic promotions. 22 June 2020.

RESEARCH NEWS

T cell immunity in the elderly.  Research led by Monash BDI's Professor Nicole La Gruta and
published in Nature Communications expands the understanding of the molecular pathways that
control T cell function and survival, and how it relates to declining T cell immunity in the elderly.
The increased metabolism of T cells observed with advanced age was an indication that they were
working harder merely to survive. 5 June 2020.

Essential components of dietary restriction revealed. Led by Monash BDI's Dr Adam Rose and
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published in Nature Communications, recent findings have provided a new understanding into the
roles two essential amino acids play in metabolic health, which may help scientists in the fight
against obesity. 9 June 2020.

Monash University scientists uncover pivotal virus structure.Scientists in Monash BDI's Professor
Jackie Wilce and Professor Matthew Wilce’s laboratory have revealed the structure of a protein
complex that is essential for the poliovirus to replicate. The structure may be similar to those in
other RNA viruses and form a potential target for the development of antiviral drugs halting virus
replication more broadly. The findings were published in Nucleic Acids Research. 19 June 2020.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Monash University and oNKo-innate announce research partnership. The unique partnership
sees oNKo-innate, co-founded by Professor Nicholas Huntington and Dr Jai Rautela, being based
at the Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute (BDI). The partnership strengthens immunology
and cancer research at the BDI, with oNKo-innate developing novel approaches to immunotherapy
using the expertise in Natural Killer (NK) cell biology. 4 June 2020.

Monash University announces research collaboration with Janssen to tackle coeliac
disease. Monash University and Janssen Biotech, Inc., one of the Janssen Pharmaceutical
Companies of Johnson & Johnson have signed a multi-year research collaboration to advance the
understanding of the immune mechanisms underpinning Coeliac Disease and inform the
development of new methods of diagnosis and treatment. The research will be led by Monash
BDI's Professor Jamie Rossjohn. 17 June 2020.

AWARDS

PhD students’ exceptional research on display in Monash BDI 3MT final. In a tightly contested
institute final, Samoda Rupasinghe and Rachel Farquhar took out the top two places and will
represent the BDI in the online Faculty 3MT final. Madeleine Wemyss was awarded the runner-up
position. Be sure to login between noon on 3 July through 11am on 10 July to vote for your
favourite. 19 June 2020.

MEDIA COVERAGE

Discovery research: a foundation for pandemic preparation that we must not neglect 2 June 2020
T cell immunity in the elderly 8 June 2020
Key amino acids involved in dietary restriction revealed 10 June 2020
Monash University announces research collaboration with Janssen to tackle coeliac disease. 17
June 2020
Scientists uncover pivotal virus structure for replication 19 June 2020
Indiana Bones, the Melbourne archaeology students and the fossil 'jigsaw puzzle' that wowed the
world 20 June 2020

Notices

EQUITY MATTERS

The Monash BDI Diversity and Inclusion Committee (formerly Equity Committee) is seeking new
members. The committee's mission is to provide a balanced, inclusive and rewarding work culture,
in order to attract, develop and retain the world’s best researchers. Our diversity is part of what
makes the Monash BDI a powerhouse research institute, we want to ensure Monash BDI is
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inclusive and supportive of everyone, including people of diverse genders and sexualities, and
from varied cultural, linguistic and socioeconomic backgrounds.This Committee sits within the
Monash BDI governance structure and is part of a cohesive program of activities to support our
people.   Find out more about how you can get involved.

Events and seminars

Please note: our events are being conducted online until further notice (details in the links below)

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students - live online from 23 March
Every Monday

Discovery seminar: Dr Samantha Morris
Thursday 25 June 

ECR Workshop: ARC DECRA Rejoinders
Thursday 25 June

Discovery seminar: Dr Margaret Fabiszak
Wednesday 1 July

Monash Biomedical Imaging Webinar: Dr Zhaolin Chen
Thursday 9 July

3MT Faculty Finals
Watch - and vote- online between noon 3 July and 11am 10 July

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Publications - 5 June 2020

Publications - 12 June 2020

Publications - 19 June 2020

Funding and opportunities

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/06/02/call-for-new-members-monash-bdi-diversity-and-inclusion-committee/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/02/04/quiet-writing-time-for-ecrs-and-phd-students/
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/events/2020/discovery-seminar-dr-samantha-morris
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/06/16/ecr-workshop-arc-decra-rejoinders/
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/events/2020/discovery-seminar-margaret-fabiszak
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/events/2020/monash-biomedical-imaging-zoom-webinar
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/events/2020/faculty-of-medicine,-nursing-and-health-sciences-3mt-final2
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/06/10/publications-june-5-2020/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/06/10/publications-june-5-2020/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/06/16/publications-june-12-2020/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2020/06/23/publications-june-19-2020/


https://mailchi.mp/7ca1673bc76c/industry-deals-great-research-staff-promotions-and-a-visit-from-the-governor-general[30/06/2020 9:55:50 AM]

From the Faculty Research Office
Latest Sapphire Update

Pfizer’s Centers for Therapeutic Innovation (CTI) 2020 – CALL FOR PROPOSALS

2021 CSL Centenary Fellowships – CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

New Opportunities: MRFF Coronavirus Research Response Grants

NHMRC-National Institute for Health Research Collaborative Research Grants opportunity

MRFF Grant Opportunities

2021 ARC College of Experts Nominations – Now Open

Australia-Indonesia Centre (AIC)-Small and Rapid Research (SRR) grants Now Open

Startup Sprint: Applications Now Open

GSK Award for Research Excellence – 40th anniversary – Nominations Now Open

CSL Centenary Fellowships

Open MRFF grant opportunities

MRFF Assessors required – EoIs for Grant Assessment Committee 

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2020 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.
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