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Today's newsletter provides an amazing snapshot of the quality, creativity and dedication of the people
that make up this institute.

Many, many congratulations to all those who received funding for ARC Discovery Projects and NHMRC
Ideas Grants. With 11 Discovery Projects and 18 Ideas Grants, we have attracted well over $20 million in
support, for which we are of course extremely grateful. Commiserations go out to all those who missed out
this year, but I'm sure plans are underway to revamp and resubmit! The list of all those who received
grants can be found at the links below. 

And the outstanding research papers keep on coming with a perfect example being Roger Pocock's latest
paper published in eLIFE, which uses the C. elegans model to provide insights into mechanisms of
Huntington's disease. 

It is a pleasure to announce that Sheena McGowan has been appointed the new Director of Industry
Engagement for the Monash BDI. Find out a little more about Sheena's industry experience in the article
below. I look forward to seeing the collaborations and connections fostered under Sheena's leadership in
this space. 

And finally, last Friday we held our end of year celebration, which included the annual Monash BDI
Awards for Outstanding Achievement. Every year when we put together the achievements of the year I'm
amazed at what everyone in the institute contributes. See all of the award winners in the article below.
Many congratulations all!

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Monash receives largest share of federal medical research funding
Researchers from the Monash BDI received more than $15 million in the latest round of National
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) funding. While visiting the Monash BDI, the
Federal Health Minister, the Hon. Greg Hunt MP, announced more than $400 million supporting
more than 400 health and medical research projects. Congratulations to the Monash BDI
researchers who are involved in the 18 projects that received NHMRC Ideas Grants for research
exploring germ line development, prostate cancer, targets for asthma treatments, T Cell activation
and responses and more. Read more. 

The announcement of the NHMRC Ideas Grants at the Monash BDI was covered by
Channel 10 and articles published by The Herald Sun and The Australian appeared on more than
150 syndicated news outlets websites and in print.

Monash BDI’s ARC DP20 success contributes to university

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/2019-articles/monash-receives-largest-share-of-federal-medical-research-funding
https://twitter.com/GregHuntMP/status/1203487671986769921
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australian-medical-research-cash-splash/news-story/14f48415998e11c8131abace270f7fdb?btr=5f0c5cbb432bc6d17b377a7e6deb04fe


leading Go8
Congratulations to the Monash BDI researchers who are involved in the 11 projects that received
funding through the 2019 Australian Research Council’s (ARC) Discovery Projects Scheme.
Securing more than $5.8 million in this latest round of ARC funding, our researchers continue to
push the boundaries of biomedical research to pursue excellence in areas such as cell regulation,
CRISPR-Cas RNA technology, T cell signalling and cellular function, and more. Read more.

Ancient worm reveals way to destroy toxic proteins in
Huntington’s disease
Research led by the Monash BDI's Associate Professor Roger Pocock has identified a highly
conserved mechanism in worms and humans that controls the removal of toxic protein aggregates,
hallmarks of neurodegenerative diseases. The team found that microRNAs are important in
controlling protein aggregates, proteins that have amassed due to a malfunction in the process of
‘folding’ that determines their shape. Insights from their study, recently published in eLIFE, may
provide a novel therapeutic approach for diseases such as Huntington's and Parkinson's. Read
more.

This research featured on 2MCE Orange radio and appeared on BrightSurf, Phys.org, International
Business Times, 7th Space, Science Codex, Labroots, Health Medicine Network, Mirage News,
The National Tribune, Web India and the Big News Network.     
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all. The presentation was followed by theMonash BDI Awards for
Outstanding Achievement, which recognised 14 individuals or
groups who have gone above and beyond this year. Read more.

National funder appoints Monash BDI
scientist to experts’ panel
Congratulations to the Monash BDI's Professor Mibel Aguilar who
has been appointed to the Australian Research Council (ARC)
College of Experts, in recognition of her research achievements
as a bioanalytical and biophysical chemist researching peptides
and proteins. Professor Aguilar joins a team of nearly 200 experts
of international standing drawn from the Australian research
community who assess, evaluate and rank submissions under the
ARC’s National Competitive Grants Program. Read more.

Staff updates

Associate Professor Sheena McGowan
appointed new Industry Engagement Director
Associate Professor Sheena McGowan was recently appointed as
the Monash BDI’s Industry Engagement Director. A long-time
advocate of scientists making connections beyond their own
sphere, whether in multi-disciplinary research or with industry,
Associate Professor McGowan will use her passion and
experience to help other Monash BDI scientists make those
connections. She will be supported by Mr Alex Langer, Industry
Engagement Project Manager. Read more.

Events and seminars

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Visiting BioCurate project leads
Every Tuesday afternoon

Discovery seminar: Professor Sudha Rao
Tuesday 17 December

Lorne Infection and Immunity 2020
19-21 February 2020

Outstanding achievement across the Monash
BDI recognised
As the end of 2019 fast approaches, it is an excellent time to
pause and reflect on some of the successes and achievements
from throughout the year. Last Friday, the Monash BDI came
together to highlight some of the milestones, triumphs and
progress made both by individual members of the institute, and by
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Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Short-Term Attractive Tilt Aftereffects Predicted by a Recurrent Network Model of Primary Visual Cortex
(Morris AP)

Synthesis and structure-activity relationships of teixobactin
(Li J)

Point-group symmetry detection in three-dimensional charge density of biomolecules
(Reboul CF, Kiesewetter S, Elmlund D, Elmlund H)

Migration and Differentiation of Neural Stem Cells Diverted From the Subventricular Zone by an Injectable
Self-Assembling β-Peptide Hydrogel
(Motamed S, Del Borgo MP, Kulkarni K, Aguilar MI)

Characterising the Subsite Specificity of Urokinase-Type Plasminogen Activator and Tissue-Type
Plasminogen Activator using a Sequence-Defined Peptide Aldehyde Library
(Law RHP, Whisstock JC)

Simulation modelling for immunologists
(La Gruta NL)

Ribosome Evolution and Structural Capacitance
(Buckle AM)

Cell death following the loss of ADAR1 mediated A-to-I RNA editing is not effected by the intrinsic
apoptosis pathway
(Kile BT)

Platelet necrosis mediates ischemic stroke outcome in mice
(Kile BT)

A Paradigm in Immunochemistry, Revealed by Monoclonal Antibodies to Spatially Distinct Epitopes on
Syntenin-1
(Selemidis S)

Axonal repair by fusion: pitfalls, consequences and solutions
(Neumann B)
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Information from the Faculty Research Office 
NHMRC Tracker — December 2019

MRFF National Critical Infrastructure Initiative – Rural, Regional and Remote Clinical Trial Enabling
Infrastructure Grant – now open

ARC LIEF 2021 (LE21) EOI Portal – now open

MRFF – Indigenous Health Opening on 13 December

New research to tackle Australia’s two biggest killers

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2019 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
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