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It's great to be recognised for the contributions made to your area of research. Please join me in
congratulating Gail Risbridger and John Bertram on being elected as fellows of the Australian Academy of
Health and Medical Sciences. 

And as a great example of John Bertram's contribution to his field, the Developmental Origins of Health
and Disease (DOHaD) World Congress is coming up in a little more than a week (20-23 October). This
biennial event brings together hundreds of scientists, clinicians and other healthcare professionals from
across the world to explore research, education and policy avenues to improve health across the lifespan.
John was instrumental to bringing this Congress to Melbourne and years of planning have gone into this
major event. If you're interested in attending DOHaD or one of the many connected events, check out the
story below for details on how to register.

Congratulations to Greg Challis on not one but two simultaneously published Nature Chemistry papers.
For those of you who may not know Greg, he is a member of the Monash Warwick Alliance and a
researcher within our Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and Infection and Immunity
Program. He represents a small but strong Monash BDI presence in chemical biology. Greg's team has
improved understanding of key enzymes in the antibiotic enacyloxin, which could lead to a new treatment
for the pathogen Acinetobacter baumannii. Congratulations Greg!  

And a quick note to let you all know that there won't be a BDI Newsletter next week as our editor Grace
takes a short break. We'll be back on Wednesday 23 October!  

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Investing in a healthy future for all
The World Congress on Developmental Origins of Health and Disease (DOHaD) will be held at the
Melbourne Convention Centre from 20-23 October. It will bring together basic and clinical
researchers and healthcare professionals from around the world to address the many challenges
that currently impact the health of mothers and fathers, babies in the womb, infants, children and
adolescents, as well as explore solutions, interventions and policies to optimise health across the
lifespan. DOHaD 2019 has been years in the making, with two Monash scientists, including
Monash BDI's Professor John Bertram, leading the successful Melbourne bid to host the event
back in 2016. Read more.

News

Pathogen treatment one step closer 
Monash BDI researcher and Monash Warwick Alliance Professor
of Sustainable Chemistry, Professor Greg Challis, and his team
have made a breakthrough in understanding the enzymes that
assemble the antibiotic enaclyoxin. This brings scientists one
step closer to finding new antibiotics to tackle Acinetobacter

baumannii, one of the most dangerous pathogens in the world.
This research was published in two Nature Chemistry papers, the
first identifying the enzymes and the second reporting on the
structures of one of the enzymes and a carrier protein that
interacts with it. Read more.  

Press
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Study drugs: a potential lesson in addiction
and death
For many Australian students, using prescription medications
while studying is normal. It’s a phenomenon known as
pharmacological cognitive enhancement and it’s been increasing
in popularity around the world, partially driven by the increasing
availability of the drugs. Monash BDI researcher, Dr Tracey
Gaspari, explained to Mojo News some of the dangers
surrounding the use of ADHD drugs to help with study, including
possible addiction and side effects.

How microbes hack into cells and why cancer
drugs might block them
A review paper published in Science Signaling by Monash BDI's
Adjunct Professor Christian Doerig and Dr Gholamreza
Haqshenas was featured in Medical Express. While there are
numerous pathways to infection, many microbes enter their hosts
by hijacking signaling proteins, a finding that has become
increasingly clear in recent years, according to the scientists. This
offers opportunities to use cancer drugs directed against signaling
proteins to combat infectious diseases.    

Industry engagement

So You Think You Can Pitch?
So You Think You Can Pitch? is an exciting opportunity for
Monash BDI PhD students and early career researchers to try
your hands at pitching an innovative idea with the potential to
change the nature of human disease. With $3,000 in prize money,
are you up for the challenge? Register your expression of interest
by completing this form by Monday 21 October. The competition
will take place on Tuesday 3 December, at the 2019 Monash
BDI Industry Showcase, an invite-only event with industry
partners.

Events and seminars

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Georgina Sweet Awards
Monday 14 October

Discovery lecture: Professor Geoff Faulkner
Thursday 17 October  

Central Clinical School public lecture: Whose fault is it that Bob got syphilis?
Thursday 17 October
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From high impact research to tech start-up (ICT)
Thursday 17 October

Discovery seminar: Professor Jan Danser
Friday 18 October

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

DOHaD Society public forum - Adolenscents: Investing in future generations
Monday 21 October

Discovery seminar: Professor Jose Polo
Tuesday 22 October

Students of Brain Research Symposium 2019
Tuesday 12 November

Emerging technologies in organoid research
Tuesday 26 November

2019 EMBL Australia Postgraduate Symposium
Wednesday 27 to Friday 29 November

AVS10
Monday 2 to Thursday 5 December 

12th Annual ANZSCDB Victorian Cell and Developmental Biology Meeting
Thursday 5 December

Sensory Scientific Exhibition
Friday 6 December 

Lorne Infection and Immunity 2020
19-21 February 2020

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Genetic diversity of respiratory enteroviruses and rhinoviruses in febrile adults, Singapore, 2007-2013.
(Donato C, Grau ML, Vijaykrishna D)

What Makes the Kidney Susceptible to Hypoxia?
(Evans RG, Ngo JP)

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/from-high-impact-research-to-tech-start-up-ict-registration-73378259349?mc_cid=a8cae138be&mc_eid=d401834c0c
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1998050/October_18_Professor-Jan-Danser.pdf
http://www.cvent.com/events/2019-dohad-international/event-summary-828d23c3caf043c0ae6449de8d7bfbc3.aspx
http://www.future-gen.com.au/
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/2002545/October_22_Professor-Jose-Polo.pdf
https://www.sobrnetwork.org/news-events/symposium/
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/2002236/Emerging-technologies-in-organoid-research.pdf
https://eaps.org.au/
https://leishman.eventsair.com/avs2019/avs-registration/Site/Register
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/12th-annual-anzscdb-victorian-cell-and-developmental-biology-meeting-tickets-73234677893
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/2002206/Sensory-Scientific-Exhibition.pdf
https://www.lorneinfectionimmunity.org/registration
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31568667
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31566903


DeepCleave: a deep learning predictor for caspase and matrix metalloprotease substrates and cleavage
sites
(Li F, Chen J, Revote J, Smith AI, Song J)

Presenilin/γ-secretase-dependent EphA3 processing mediates axon elongation through non-muscle
myosin IIA
(Janes PW, Lackmann M)

Exportin-1-Dependent Nuclear Export of DEAD-box Helicase DDX3X is Central to its Role in Antiviral
Immunity
(Heaton SM, Atkinson SC, Sweeney MN, Yang SNY, Jans DA, Borg NA)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
2019 Investigator Grant Exemplar Application Library

Lush Prize 2020- nominations now open

ARC Industrial Transformation Research Program (ITRP) now open

MRFF – Forecast Open Call -$3M for research into medicinal cannabis benefits

2019 Prizes & Awards Calendar – October to January

NHMRC Centres of Research Excellence (CRE)

Information from the Monash BDI 
Call for abstracts - Embedded focus workshop at Lorne Conference  Data Analysis on Cryo-EM Methods -
closing 18 October 

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 

www.bdi-newsletter.com
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