
Diabetes research receives NHMRC grant

6 September 2019

I'd like to congratulate Michael Cowley, who secured an NHMRC Investigator grant in the recent round of
funding. This grant will support Michael's continued research into new treatments for obesity, diabetes and
cardiovascular disease. The next round of Investigator grants is closing in November this year, so best
start planning now! We'll be in touch over the next couple of weeks as to support we can provide to help
work on aspects of the applications. It is also worth noting that Anne Kelso is at Monash next week to
provide a summary of the first round outcomes.

In a fabulous example of recycling for good, it was great to see Cheryl Roberts organise a massive give-
away so that schools in need can use the same equipment as we have been using in our teaching labs.
This is where Andrew Gray and the Phoenix School Program comes in, liaising with institutions to enable
the unwanted equipment to make its way to schools in need. This is an impressive program and one I'm
pleased to see the Monash BDI involved in.   

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Diabetes research receives NHMRC grant
Congratulations to Professor Michael Cowley, Monash BDI's Head Department of Physiology, on
receiving a Leadership level Investigator grant from the National Health and Medical Research
Council. Professor Cowley’s project, titled ‘New treatments for obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular
disease’, proposes to conduct animal and clinical studies to discover and develop new therapies to
help control body weight, and to decrease the risks of diabetes or cardiovascular disease in people
who are overweight or obese. Read more.

News

Second life for laboratory equipment
Every year around Victoria, tonnes of laboratory equipment is
dumped in landfill, yet to disadvantaged secondary schools, this
equipment is gold. With the recent move out of the 40-year-old
laboratories into the new Biomedical Learning and Teaching
Building, the Monash BDI had equipment to spare. Monash BDI's
Infrastructure Manager, Cheryl Roberts, worked with Andrew Gray
from the Phoenix School Program to open the doors to the old
microbiology building to around 50 secondary school
teachers eager to stock their classrooms. Read more. 

Expressions of interest for Faculty Chair, Equity
and Diversity 
The Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences is seeking
expressions of interest for the role of Faculty Chair, Equity and
Diversity. This individual will provide strong leadership ensuring
that the Faculty meets legislative obligations, compliance with and
promotion of relevant federal and state legislation relating to
equity and diversity and oversight of policies related to student
equity and diversity. Applications close Friday 13 September. Find
out more about the position and apply here. 
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Press

Ancient fossil fills gap in human evolution
The discovery of the oldest most complete skull of a human
ancestor has been detailed in a paper published in Nature. The
discovery of the near complete skull puts a face on a critical gap
in human evolution. In an article in the ABC News and the New
Daily, Dr Justin W Adams said the mix of primitive and more
advanced features and overlapping timelines highlighted the
experimentation that took place over the course of human
evolution. Dr Adams said the canine tooth of the skull was one of
the defining features that put it in the Australopithecine camp.

No evidence of single gay gene
Two Monash BDI researchers, Associate Professors Craig Smith
and Traude Beilharz, appeared in the media in the last week,
offering commentary on a recent study published in Science. In
one of the largest genetic studies of its kind, researchers found
that many genes are involved in determining whether a person is
gay or straight. Associate Professor Smith was quoted in an
article that appeared in almost 30 newspapers, including the
Herald Sun. Associate Professor Beilharz was quoted in several
articles including 10daily and China Plus. Read more.

Events and seminars

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Academic promotion information sessions
Friday 6 September | Monday 9 September

National Drug Discovery Centre information session
Monday 9 September

Discovery seminar: Professor Alpha Yap
Tuesday 10 September

Discovery seminar: Dr Ruixuan Gao
Wednesday 11 September

NHMRC CEO progress report on new grant program 
Wednesday 11 September

Discovery lecture: Professor Albert Heck
Thursday 12 September

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Professor Bruce Thompson
Thursday 12 September
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Monash BDI Student Committee RUOK? Day
Friday 13 September

Faculty ARC fellowship session: DECRA and Future Fellowship
Friday 13 September

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September

Supporting new fathers in the workplace
Tuesday 17 September 

Managing your transition from parental leave to work (academic and professional staff) 
Tuesday 17 Spetember

Monash BDI Cancer Program workshop: Figures for free
Wednesday 18 September

Biomedicine Learning and Teaching Forum: Respecting student voice
Wednesday 25 September

ACTA International Clinical Trial Conference 
Wednesday 2 October to  Saturday 5 October 

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

2019 EMBL Australia Postgraduate Symposium
Wednesday 27 to Friday 29 November

AVS10
Monday 2 to Thursday 5 December 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Impact of Tumor and Immunological Heterogeneity on the Anti-Cancer Immune Response 
(Huntington ND)

Differences in perceptual masking between humans and rats
(Dell KL, Price NSC)

Role of Peptide Hormones in the Adaptation to Altered Dietary Protein Intake
(Rose AJ)
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Pathological Mechanisms and Therapeutic Targets for Trigeminal Neuropathic Pain
(Bista P, Imlach WL)

Ghrelin-Mediated Hippocampal Neurogenesis: Implications for Health and Disease
(Andrews ZB)

Another step forward for methods for studying renal oxygenation
(Evans RG)

Combined Blockade of Smad3 and JNK Pathways Ameliorates Progressive Fibrosis in Folic Acid 
Nephropathy
(Jiang M, Qu X, Sun YBY, Chen Y, Yu D, Li J)

The use of hydrogels for cell-based treatment of chronic kidney disease
(McFetridge ML, Del Borgo MP, Aguilar MI, Ricardo SD)

Renal oxygenation during the early stages of adenine-induced chronic kidney disease
(Hilliard Krause LM, Evans RG)

Dengue Non-structural Protein 5 Polymerase Complexes With Promyelocytic Leukemia Protein (PML) 
Isoforms III and IV to Disrupt PML-Nuclear Bodies in Infected Cells
(Jans DA)

Negative Emotional Stimuli Enhance Conflict Resolution Without Altering Arousal
Fehring DJ, Samandra R, Rosa MG, Mansouri FA)

Therapeutic blockade of activin-A improves NK cell function and antitumor immunity
(Rautela J, Schuster IS, Harrison C, Degli-Esposti MA, Huntington ND)

V-ATPase-associated prorenin receptor is upregulated in prostate cancer after PTEN loss
(Furic L)

Characterisation of clinical and immune reactivity to barley and rye ingestion in children with coeliac 
disease
(Jones CM, La Gruta NL)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
Pfizer’s Centers for Therapeutic Innovation – Proposals for Therapeutic Targets now open  

Information from the Monash BDI
Lorne Infection and Immunity 2020 - registration and abstract submission now open
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and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2019 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 
www.bdi-newsletter.com

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities
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