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The Eureka Prizes are often dubbed the Oscars of Australian research, and it's great to see that Monash
BDI researchers are featuring on the red carpet this year. Finalists include our own Mariapia Degli-Esposti
and Chris Andoniou in the Scientific Research category; Jamie Rossjohn, Erica Tandori and Gabby
Watson in the STEM Inclusion category; and Adjunct Professor Paul Wood AO in the category of
Mentorship of Young Researchers. Congratulations everyone and best of luck on the night! Make sure to
check out the videos that will be played to an audience of more than 600 on the night (link below). 

Thanks to everyone who made it to the Lab and Group Heads meeting on Tuesday. As we discussed, we
are committed to carrying out beautiful discovery research and accelerating the pathway to the clinic by
partnering early with industry and donors. This commitment is what many funding bodies want to see, and
with two recent grants from international charities, Tony Purcell and team are clearly doing something right
in the fight to understand how to tackle autoimmune disorders.  

Finally, Sunday is Monash Open Day. It's great to see the campus transform with a carnival atmosphere
as families flood in to find out about our educational offerings. This year we will, of course, be featuring
our award-winning new building. A huge thanks to all those involved in organising our event and to all the
staff and volunteers who spend their time engaging with prospective students. Look forward to seeing you
on Sunday. 

Best wishes 
John Carroll
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Life-saving virus research, STEM inclusion exhibitions and industry
mentoring program in the running for Eureka Prizes
Monash BDI researchers have been announced as finalists in three separate 2019 Eureka Prize
award categories! Congratulations to Professor Mariapia Degli-Esposti and her team, Professor
Jamie Rossjohn and his team, and Professor Paul Wood AO on this incredible achievement. 

Professor Degli-Esposti and her team are finalists for the UNSW Eureka Prize for Scientific
Research for their ground-breaking research published in January in the prestigious journal
Science. ARC Laureate Fellow, Professor Rossjohn, and his team are finalists for the Department
of Industry, Innovation and Science Eureka Prize for STEM Inclusion, for their Sensory
Scientific Exhibition and Discovery Day. Professor Wood, an Adjunct Professor in the Department
of Microbiology, is a finalist for the University of Technology Sydney Eureka Prize for Outstanding
Mentor of Young Researchers for his work in establishing the Industry Mentoring Network in STEM
program. Read more.

News

US funding boost for autoimmune projects
Two autoimmune research projects led by Monash BDI's 
Professor Anthony Purcell have been awarded grants from two 
United States-based foundations. Professor Purcell and Dr Pouya 
Faridi received funding from JDRF for research into pilot studies 
aimed at identifying the mechanisms of type 1 diabetes 
pathogenesis, while Professor Purcell and Dr Asolina Braun have 
been funded by the National Psoriasis Foundation to investigate a 
molecule called HLA-Cw6, which is strongly associated with 
psoriasis. Read more.
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Monash BDI Keep Cups for sale!
Did you miss our Keep Cup Happy Hour last year? Still using 
disposable coffee cups? You can now buy our snazzy Monash 
BDI branded Keep Cups from the Monash Shop for just $11. 
Across Monash University's four Victorian campuses, we send 
more than 760,000 disposable cups to landfill every year. 
That'senough to fill 20 trams! Most disposable cups are not 
recyclable due to the plastic membrane that lines them. Show 
off your sustainability credentials while displaying pride for your 
institute by purchasing your very own Monash BDI Keep Cup.  

Staff updates

New Co-Head of Cardiovascular Program
Associate Professor Chrishan Samuel has been named Co-Head
of the Cardiovascular Program, alongside Professor Kate Denton.
Associate Professor Samuel's research is focused on developing
novel therapies and therapeutic strategies for the fibrosis that
results from a failed would-healing response to tissue injury, and
which is a key contributor to tissue dysfunction and failure.
Previously in the role of Deputy Head of the Cardiovascular
Program for two years, Associate Professor Samuel officially
became Co-Head at the start of July 2019.   

Engagement opportunities

Call for volunteers: National Science Week
National Science week 2019 is almost here! This year the Monash
BDI has invited Year 8 students to visit the Institute on Friday 16
August. The program includes tours of Monash BDI laboratories
and interactive hands-on activities at our new Biomedical
Learning and Teaching Building (BLTB). We are looking for ECRs
and PhD students to volunteer as either lab hosts, or assistants
with the interactive activities in the BLTB. If you want to be
involved, please email Claudia del Campo by Wednesday 7
August. More information on how to get involved here.

Industry engagement

BioBreakfast: Disruptive and Emerging Technologies for Healthcare, 
AI and Robotics

This breakfast will explore 'disruptive and emerging technologies' for the future and will talk about the 
shifts that may make healthcare delivery better, safer and faster. Speakers from both industry and surgical 
perspectives will be sharing their views on artificial intelligence and robotics and what it means for patients 
and those delivering healthcare. Attendees will also hear about artificial intelligence platforms which 
support a range of different machine learning approaches and what that means in a clinical context. 

Event details 
Date: Thursday 8 August 
Time: 7.20-9am 
Venue: Supper Room, Melbourne Town Hall, 90-130 Swanston Street, Melbourne 

Learn more about the event and speaker details here, and if you would like to attend for free, contact the 
BDI Industry Engagement Team. 
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Events and seminars

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students 
Every Monday and Wednesday  

Monash BDI staff briefing - ECRs and PhD students 
Thursday 1 August 

Discovery lecture: Dr Susanne Heinzel 
Thursday 8 August 

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Professor Alex Fornito 
Thursday 8 August 

Proteomics and Metabolomics Data Analysis Symposium 
Thursday 8 August 

Extrasensory 
Saturday 10 August 

Discovery seminar: Dr Gonzalo Del Monte-Nieto 
Tuesday 13 August 

Discovery lecture: Professor Daniel Bernard 
Thursday 15 August 

Discover seminar: Dr Libby Cowgill 
Friday 16 August  

Discovery lecture: Dr Michael Gerner 
Thursday 22 August 

Discovery seminar: Dr Troy Merry 
Friday 23 August 

14th World Congress on Inflammation 
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September 

ACTA International Clinical Trial Conference  
Wednesday 2 October to  Saturday 5 October 

DOHaD 2019 
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

AVS10 
Monday 2 to Thursday 5 December 
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Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Histotoxic Clostridial Infections 
(Rood JI) 

Relation of koniocellular layers of dorsal lateral geniculate to inferior pulvinar nuclei in common
marmosets 
(Rosa MGP)  

Inhibitory neuronal changes following a mixed diffuse-focal model of traumatic brain injury 
(Carron SF, Rajan R) 

Coupled feedback regulation of nuclear factor of activated T-cells (NFAT) modulates activation-induced
cell death of T cells 
(Shin SY, Nguyen LK) 

Effect of Furosemide on Urinary Oxygenation in Patients with Septic Shock 
(Evans RG) 

Microbiota-derived acetate protects against respiratory syncytial virus infection through a GPR43-type 1
interferon response 
(Mackay CR)  

Rethinking ME/CFS Diagnostic Reference Intervals via Machine Learning, and the Utility of Activin B for
Defining Symptom Severity 
(de Krester D) 

Regulation of Airway Smooth Muscle Contraction in Health and Disease 
(Lam M, Lamanna E, Bourke JE)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
Global Health Innovative Technology (GHIT) Fund Target Research Platform – RFP now open 

Australian Academy of Science opportunity for junior scientists 

Information from the Monash BDI
AVS10 - call for abstracts

Publications

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31350831
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31344282
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31343072
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31337782
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31336370
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31332169
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31331036
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31183836
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2019/07/25/global-health-innovative-technology-ghit-fund-target-research-platform-rfp-now-open/?mc_cid=bae1d48638&mc_eid=[UNIQID]
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2019/07/30/australian-academy-of-science-opportunity-for-junior-scientists/?mc_cid=bae1d48638&mc_eid=[UNIQID]
https://leishman.eventsair.com/PresentationPortal/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FPresentationPortal%2Favs2019%2Faward-submission


Copyright © 2019 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI. 

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue.  
. 

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 
www.bdi-newsletter.com

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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