
New home for biomedical science education officially open!

5 July 2019

We had a great turn out for the official opening of our world-leading new Biomedical Learning and
Teaching Building (BLTB). It was a huge project to deliver such a high-functioning building. I have to once
again thank Phil Bird, who led the project from the academic stand-point and did a great job harnessing all
the disciplines to deliver an outstanding result. The architects (DCM) and the project control group all did a
brilliant job for us. The BLTB represents a major capital investment by Monash and a big statement about
being committed to research-led education.  

And on the research front, congratulations to Anne Chidgey and team, who have published in Cell
Reports some exciting developments in understanding the ageing immune system. Congratulations also
to Ian Smyth, who has secured international funding for his research into a protein that could play a key
role in regulating cyst development in those with Polycystic Kidney Disease. And last but not least,
congratulations to Ee Shan Pang, a PhD student from Meredith O'Keeffe's lab, who received a Graduate
Women Victoria bursary to support her in completing her PhD research into antiviral immunity and
autoimmune diseases. 

Melbourne is Australia's major hub for biomedical innovation and the BioMelbourne Network plays an
important role harnessing all the players and creating networking opportunities. They run an annual
BioMelbourne Network Connecting Women Lunch which celebrates the achievements of women in the
field, and our Monash BDI representatives have kindly provided a report of what sounds like an exciting
event. 

Now, while it seems every week brings a new ranking, it is important to acknowledge the most influential,
which are, of course, the ones we do best in! It was exciting to see we did so well in this year's Nature
Index, which measures contributions to high-quality scientific research papers. Monash was ranked
second in Australia, ahead of almost 200 other institutions and in the top 100 worldwide. We will of course
claim a lot of the credit–you read about it every week in this very newsletter.  

Finally, mentoring is a critical component of any successful research environment. With registrations
closing on Monday 8 July, there's still time to register as either a mentor or mentee in this year's Monash
BDI ECR mentoring program. Whether you're looking to EXCELerate your career with the support of a
mentor, or support a younger colleague on their research journey, sign up now!     

Best wishes
John Carroll
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New home for biomedical science education officially open!
The Biomedical Learning and Teaching Building was officially opened by Professor Margaret
Gardner AO, Monash’s President and Vice-Chancellor, Professor Christina Mitchell AO, Dean,
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, and Professor John Carroll, Director of the
Monash BDI on Tuesday 25 June. More than 170 guests came together to celebrate the realisation
of a shared vision; this innovative, state-of-the-art building tips biomedical education on its head
and provides the next generation of scientists, doctors and other health professionals with a
dedicated space to learn. Read more.
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team has for the first time identified factors affecting the cells in
the thymus that set in motion the loss of T cell production that
occurs as we age. This study has been featured online on Medical
Express, Brightsurf and Science Codex. Read more.

International funding for kidney research
Professor Ian Smyth has received a significant funding boost from
the United States-based Polycystic Kidney Disease Foundation
for his research into a protein that could play a key role in
regulating cyst development. Professor Smyth and colleagues
have identified a gene that is over-expressed in Polycystic Kidney
Disease (PKD) and which, when removed in animal models of
disease, can almost completely prevent the formation of cysts.
The two-year grant will help further investigations into how this
gene functions in kidney epithelial cells. Read more.

Award to support immune molecule study
Monash BDI PhD candidate Ee Shan Pang (O'Keeffe lab) says
winning a Graduate Women Victoria bursary will assist her in
finishing her doctoral work investigating a molecule that plays a
key role in immune response. This bursary is offered to female
students who have overcome adversity and supports women
researching STEMM to continue their education. Ee Shan will use
the bursary to continue her post-graduate research into a
molecule called interferon-lambda, which is known to play a role
in antiviral immunity as well as autoimmune diseases. Read more.

Connecting women through local networks
“You are resilient, you are good negotiators, you are confident.”
These were the words of keynote speaker Catherine Fox, at the
BioMelbourne Network Connecting Women Lunch last fortnight.
This annual lunch is an opportunity to highlight and celebrate the
achievements of women in the biotechnology, medical technology
and pharmaceutical sector in Victoria. A contingent of nine female
researchers from the Monash BDI attended the lunch this year,
coming together with other guests to support, inspire and network
with each other. Read more. 

Monash research a class act in prestigious
Nature Index
Monash University has placed firmly among the world's elite
research institutions in the global rankings of the influential Nature
Index, which measures contributions to high-quality scientific
research papers. The university ranked in the top 20 per cent at
98 globally and second in Australia ahead of almost 200 other
Australian institutions. According to the results, Australia ranked
10 globally for its contribution to scientific research papers of the

Discovery may help kick-start ageing immune 
system 
A team of Monash BDI researchers have recently published a 
study in Cell Reports which paves the way to develop targeted 
strategies for the recovery of T cells to help combat infections and 
cancers. Led by Associate Professor Ann Chidgey, the

50 countries tabled. Read more. 
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EXCELerate with a mentor! Register now
The Monash BDI ECR Committee opened this year's round of the 
mentoring program with an event for mentors and mentees. The 
interactive discussion between last year's participants
and prospective new participants was an opportunity to exchange 
views on career goals and the benefits of mentoring for both 
mentors and mentees. This program is designed to help our 
ECRs establish a mentoring relationship with a Monash BDI 
Group Leader. Click here to find out more. Registrations are open 
until Monday 8 July.

Press

Funding for basic research disappears in a
wave of populism
Monash BDI's Director, Professor John Carroll, has featured in a
print article in the Australian Financial Review about the state of
funding for basic scientific research in Australia. Under new
NHMRC funding arrangements, the success rate of grant
applications is likely to fall. Professor Carroll stated that about a
third of researchers' time is spent writing grants. According to
Professor Carroll, the shift towards funding for applied research
comes at a cost for discovery research. 

Industry engagement

BioMelbourne Network BioBreakfast
Progressing Innovation through Outstanding Leadership

At this upcoming BioBreakfast, Dr Anna Lavelle, Associate Professor Clara Gaff and Dr Evelyn Chan,
recipients of the BioMelbourne Network's 2019 Women in Leadership awards, will share their views on
how their work enables and progresses innovation in the healthcare sector, what's happening in Australia
and beyond and on what their leadership journeys have been.

While at different stages in their careers, each speaker has made outstanding contributions to advancing
the biotechnology, medical technology and pharmaceutical sector and driving Victoria's health industry.

Event details
Date: Thursday 11 July 2019
Time: 7:20-9:00am
Venue: The Royal Society of Victoria, 8 La Trobe Street, Melbourne

Learn more about the speakers here, and if you would like to attend for free, contact the Industry 
Engagement Team.
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Events and seminars

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Discovery seminar: Professor Jake Baum
Monday 8 July

Discovery seminar: Professor Miao Wang
Wednesday 10 July

Discovery lecture: Professor Mark Febbraio
Thursday 11 July

Biomedicine Rising Stars Series
Wednesday 17 July 

Discovery seminar: Dr Katharina Lahl
Tuesday 23 July

CSIRO 20th Annual Protein Expression Workshop
Wednesday 24 July 

Biomedicine Learning and Teaching Forum: Animations and digital interactivity
Wednesday 24 July

Funding Science, Funding Futures: European Approaches
Wednesday 24 July 

Discovery lecture: Associate Professor Olivia Carter 
Thursday 25 July 

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/07/11840/?preview=true
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1811599/July_8_2019_Prof-Jake-Baum-v2.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1827493/July_10_2019_Prof-Miao-Wang.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1808721/July_11_2019_Professor-Mark-Febbraio-Lecture.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1825258/ECR_-Biomedicine-Rising-Stars_17-July.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1821166/July_23_2019_Dr-Katharina-Lahl.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1771624/CSIRO-20th-Annual-Protein-Expression-Workshop.pdf
https://bdi-newsletter.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Biomedicine-LT_flyerJulyFINAL.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/funding-science-funding-futures-european-approaches-tickets-64350202187?aff=BDIlink
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1826141/July_25_AProf-Olivia-Carter.pdf
https://www.wci2019.org/
http://www.cvent.com/events/2019-dohad-international/event-summary-828d23c3caf043c0ae6449de8d7bfbc3.aspx


Establishing a cryopreservation protocol for patient-derived xenografts of prostate cancer 
(Porter LH, Lawrence MG, Wang H, Clark AK, Bakshi A, Obinata D, Papargiris M, Mural,  Pook D,
Frydenberg M, Taylor RA, Risbridger GP) 

Serum concentrations of oocyte-secreted factors BMP15 and GDF9 during IVF and in women with
reproductive pathologies 
(Chan K, Stocker WA, Walton KL, Harrison CA) 

Altered Sensitivity to Motion of Area MT Neurons Following Long-Term V1 Lesions
(Hagan MA, Chaplin TA, Rosa MGP, Lui LL) 

Control of growth factor signalling by MACPF proteins
(Whisstock JC) 

The Avidity Game: Selecting Natural-Born Killers
(Andoniou CE, Schuster IS, Degli-Esposti MA)

A critical role for estrogen signaling in penis development
(Risbridger GP) 

Early T-BET Expression Ensures an Appropriate CD8+ Lineage-Specific Transcriptional Landscape after
Influenza A Virus Infection.
(Li J,  Olshansky M, Sng XYZ, Turner SJ) 

Mechanisms regulating mammalian spermatogenesis and fertility recovery following germ cell depletion
(La HM, Hobbs RM) 

Structural basis for the recognition of nectin-like protein-5 by the human activating immune receptor,
DNAM-1
(Rossjohn J)

Respiratory syncytial virus co-opts host mitochondrial function to favour infectious virus production
(Hu M, Jans DA) 

Interaction of music and emotional stimuli in modulating working memory in macaque monkeys.
(Mansouri FA)

A T164S mutation in the dengue virus NS1 protein is associated with greater disease severity in mice
(Teng D, Vijaykrishna D) 

Morphogenesis of the kidney and lung requires branch-tip directed activity of the Adamts18
metalloprotease
(Short KM, Smyth IM) 

Systemic exposure to CpG-ODN elicits low-grade inflammation in the retina
(Kezic JM, McMenamin PG)

Prevalence of diabetes and pre-diabetes in rural Tehri Garhwal, India: influence of diagnostic method 

(Evans RG) 
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Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
2019 Bupa Health Foundation Emerging Health Researcher Award – call for nominations  

DECRA timeline changes for 2020-21

Falling Walls Lab – applications closing soon

ARC Grants Calendar updated for schemes for 2019-20

2020 NHMRC New Grant Program: application dates for major schemes

Information from the Monash BDI
2019 Hugh Rogers Fellowships

CSL Centenary Fellowships

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2019 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 
www.bdi-newsletter.com
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