
Melanoma hope and international funding boost

12 June 2019

I have just returned from China, and what better news to return to than the announcement that our
fearless leader Chris Mitchell, Dean, Medicine Nursing and Health Sciences has been named an Officer
(AO) in the General Division of the Order of Australia, as part of the Queen's Birthday 2019 Honours List.
Chris has been recognised for her services to haematology, medical education and academic leadership.
A huge congratulations on this highest of accolades!

Last week I was visiting Wenzhou Medical University (WMU) and its two affiliated hospitals. Our
relationship has been developing for a few years and has resulted in the Monash BDI-Wenzhou Medical
University Alliance in Clinical and Experimental Biomedicine. WMU brings huge clinical resources and an
ambition to develop their research capacity in the discovery to translation space. We bring research
expertise and–in the areas of gastric cancer, AMR and reproductive medicine–we will be establishing
flagship projects with clinicians, running programs at a scale not remotely possible in Australia. Trevor
Lithgow is Scientific Director of the Alliance and Yue Qu is the Alliance Liaison, and to date about 10 of
our labs are involved. This year and next will be all about getting the first three research projects under
way, and there is an enthusiasm to expand to other areas. 

This week's newsletter shares an impressive new paper from Nick Huntington on the link between NK
cells in melanoma and survival outcomes; a significant funding boost from the US Department of Defense
for a new line of research for Andrew Ellisdon; and the promotion of Kim Jacobson to Associate Professor.
Congratulations all!

We also held a number of events in the last fortnight - Lauren Kelly and the Industry Engagement team
organised a seminar on intellectual property; Shae Cox and team ran the Monash BDI Three Minute
Thesis final (where two PhD students, Tabinda Hussain and Ming Shen Tham, were selected to represent
the institute at the Faculty final); and Liz Davis, Sharon Flecknoe and Jane Bourke hosted a group of high
school students from Malaysia, who were visiting Victorian universities to get an idea of what it would be
like to study here. Thank you to everyone involved in these initiatives.

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Killer cells a natural in fighting melanoma
A study overseen by a Monash BDI scientist has produced evidence for the first time that links the
abundance of natural killer (NK) cells in melanoma with survival outcomes. Professor Nicholas
Huntington said the study, published in Cancer Immunology Research, used a specially developed
bioinformatics approach to demonstrate that NK cells played a role in the regulation of human
tumours. The study found significant benefits for patients with high amounts of NK cells, indicating
that targeting NK cells could be a viable therapy option for melanoma. Read more.

Staff updates

Promotion of Associate Professor Kim
Jacobson
Congratulations to Kim Jacobson, who has been promoted to
Associate Professor. This promotion recognises her outstanding
research on the fundamental epigenetic and gene regulatory
mechanisms underpinning the behaviour of B cells in the immune
system. This research is of enormous medical relevance given
that major pathogens such as HIV and malaria-causing
Plasmodium result in an inadequate B cell response. Associate
Professor Jacobson currently holds a highly-prestigious Bellberry-
Viertel Senior Medical Research Fellowship.
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Funding scoop for research into rare genetic
disorder
Dr Andrew Ellisdon has secured a sought-after United States
Department of Defense grant, which will support his research into
the genetic disorder Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC). Using
cryo-electron microscopy, Dr Ellisdon aims to create a near-
atomic level snapshot of the assembly of proteins that cause TSC.
This snapshot will enable Dr Ellisdon and his team to gain insight
into how TSC functions in the body to inhibit or cause cell
growth. Read more.

Understanding intellectual property
Australia has proven historically to have some of the most
innovative minds in the world, and while we have one of the
highest scientific publication rates per capita in the world, this
does not translate to patenting rates. In order to improve
understanding of intellectual property for our innovators, the
Monash BDI partnered with Watermark, the oldest patent firm still
practising in Australia to provide a curated IP seminar, using two
well-known technologies, Gardasil and CRISPR as illustrative
examples. Read more.

Monash BDI 3MT final
At the recent Monash BDI Three Minute Thesis (3MT) final, two
PhD students were selected to represent the institute at
the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences 3MT final.
The 3MT competition challenges PhD students to condense their
complex research into a three-minute presentation for a general
audience. Congratulations to Brady Cress, who was named
runner up and Tabinda Hussain and Ming Shen Tham, who have
taken home the winning prizes and will represent the Monash BDI
at the Faculty final next week. Read more.

Hands on experience for international high
school students
A group of high school students from Wesley Methodist School in
Malaysia paid the Biomedical Learning and Teaching Building
(BLTB) a visit in last fortnight, as part of their International Student
Experience Day tour of Monash. The morning’s visit offered the
students a chance to explore biomedical science at Monash and
find out what it would be like to study here once they finish
secondary school. They were hosted by Associate Professor Liz
Davis, Dr Sharon Flecknoe and Dr Jane Bourke. Read more.

Engagement opportunities
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have taught in the BLTB in semester one, we would love you to
be one of our six volunteer tour guides, sharing your passion for
biomedical science and your experience working in this world-
leading teaching space. Full or half-day shifts available. 
Volunteer now.

Diversity and Inclusion Week 2019 
Call for event applications
Event applications for the 2019 Diversity and Inclusion Week are
now open! This week celebrates the diversity of our community
and helps foster inclusive practices in our learning environments
and workplaces. Staff and students are encouraged to take the
lead in organising events that promote diversity and foster
inclusion. Funding is available to support the running of events
and will vary depending on the nature of the event. Submit your
event application by Friday 5 July. 

Events and seminars

Quiet writing time for ECRs and PhD students
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Discovery lecture: Associate Professor Wai-Hong Tham
Thursday 13 June

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Dr Michelle Marneweck
Thursday 13 June 

Pathogen-Macrophage Interactions Symposium
Friday 14 June

Faculty 3MT final
Monday 17 June

Discovery lecture: Dr Melissa Davis
Thursday 20 June

Discovery seminar: Associate Professor Stephanie Fulton
Friday 21 June

Biomedicine Learning and Teaching Forum 
Monday 24 June

Discovery seminar: Dr Natalie Trevaskis
Tuesday 25 June

Call for volunteers – Open House Melbourne
Monash University is once again a Precinct Partner to Open 
House Melbourne in 2019. We will be running tours through the 
new Biomedical Learning and Teaching Building (BLTB) on 
Saturday 27 July from 10am to 4pm (approx 45 mins each). If you
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CSIRO 20th Annual Protein Expression Workshop
Wednesday 24 July 

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Assessing ventilatory control stability in children with and without an elevated central apnoea index
(Edwards BA) 

Monitoring Dendritic Cell Activation and Maturation
(Macri C, O'Keeffe M)

Furosemide reverses medullary tissue hypoxia in ovine septic acute kidney injury
(Evans RG) 

Dental macrowear and cortical bone distribution of the Neanderthal mandible from Regourdou (Dordogne,
Southwestern France)
(Fiorenza, L)

Editorial: Editors' Picks for 2018, Demonstrate the Diversity of Research in Regulatory, Integrative and
Comparative Physiology
(Evans RG) 

Transcriptomic analysis of vitamin D responses in uterine and peripheral NK cells.
(Knoblich K, Fletcher AL) 

PRISMOID: a comprehensive 3D structure database for post-translational modifications and mutations
with functional impact
(Li F, Revote J, Smith AI, Zhu Y, Li J, Song J)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
2019 Jack Brockhoff Early Career Medical Research Grants

ACAP Postdoctoral Fellowship Program - Round 2
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Reminder - 2019 FMNHS Early Career Researcher (ECR) Publication Prize - applications closing soon

NHMRC-ERC Implementing Arrangement – call for Expressions of Interest

ARC College of Experts 2020 – nominations now open

MRFF Biomedical Translation Bridge (BTB) Program

MRFF BioMedTech Horizons Program – opening soon

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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