
Novel prostate cancer study attracts US funding

10 April 2019

In order to tackle some of the major global health priorities and increase research impact, it is important to
have the brightest minds coming together from across the departmental disciplines. This interdisciplinary
approach and alignment with our key clinical, industry, charity and government partners, is the role of our
Discovery Research Programs. 

Our Program Heads therefore play a vital role and I am delighted to announce that Helen Abud and Ian
Smyth have accepted positions as co-Heads of the Development and Stem Cells (DSC) Discovery
Program. Both are doing great research and have burgeoning clinical and industry engagement activities
underway. I'm also delighted to announce that Tracy Heng of the DSC Program and Anatomy and
Developmental Biology (ADB) Department has been promoted to Associate Professor, in recognition of
her scientific achievements, fellowships and various research awards. Please join me in congratulating
Helen, Ian and Tracy!

And in a beautiful example of cross-department synergy, Renea Taylor (Physiology) and Roger Daly
(Biochemistry) – who also happen to be Deputy Head and Head of our Cancer Program – have been
awarded a major grant from the US Department of Defense to investigate the tumour microenvironment in
prostate cancer. In other news, it was great to see the Monash BDI's first spin-out company, Cell Mogrify
(co-founded by Jose Polo, also from DSC and ADB) receive the 'Disruptive Technology' award at the
Business Weekly Awards so soon after receiving a significant funding boost. Finally, two of our ECRs,
Gabby Watson and Chris Stubenrauch, have been recognised for their outstanding work with Fellowships
from the Australian Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. So great to see hard work recognised
in a variety of ways.  

On the topic of ECRs, the Monash BDI ECR Committee have a fantastic program of events and activities
lined up for 2019, including the Rising Stars Seminar Program. Be sure not to miss Mitch Lawrence and
Martin Davey from our Cancer and Infection and Immunity Programs today at 1pm! See below for details.

Also, if you're in the Infection and Immunity Program and are interested in pitching in for this year's Day of
Immunology, see below for some volunteering opportunities. 

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Novel prostate cancer study attracts US funding 
A study into prostate cancer by Monash BDI scientists has been recognised
with a AUD$1.43m United States Department of Defense Ideas Development Award. Led by
Professor Roger Daly and Associate Professor Renea Taylor, this study will address a novel
aspect of prostate cancer biology: the tumour microenvironment. Instead of just focusing on cancer
cells, the study focuses on the communication between cancer cells and cancer fibroblasts. The
new approach will allow the scientists to identify novel biomarkers and therapeutic targets to treat
this deadly disease. Read more.

Staff updates

New Heads of Development and Stem Cell 
Program
Congratulations to both Associate Professor Helen Abud and 
Professor Ian Smyth, who have been announced as co-Heads of 
the Monash BDI's Development and Stem Cell Program. Their 
skills are highly complimentary, with Associate Professor Abud's 
leadership in stem cell biology in developmental and cancer 
models and Professor Smyth's expertise in developmental 
genetics and cell biology. Both researchers have burgeoning 
clinical and industry engagement activities underway. Read more.
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to Associate Professor. This promotion recognises her scientific
achievements and standing in the Australian biomedical research
community. Associate Professor Heng's research is focused on
the immunosuppressive powers of mesenchymal stem cells. She
aims to understand the immune response to stem cell
transplantation and cell therapy, with a view to overcome
immunological barriers and other challenges for effective
translation of such treatments. 

News

Cell therapy company recognised at
prestigious business awards
Cell Mogrify, a UK-based company that Monash BDI's Professor
Jose Polo co-founded, recently won the 'Disruptive Technology'
category at the Business Weekly Awards in Cambridge. This
award recognises the genuinely game-changing technology
Mogrify has developed. This novel bioinformatic platform, which is
built upon world-class multidisciplinary science, aims to accelerate
the development and manufacture of regenerative cell therapies
across every therapeutic area. Read more.

Biochemistry Fellowships for ECRs
Two early career researchers from the Monash BDI have received
Fellowships from the Australian Society for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, in recognition of their outstanding work in their
field. Congratulations to Dr Gabby Watson from the Rossjohn lab
and Dr Chris Stubenrauch from the Lithgow lab. These
Fellowships will enable the two researchers to travel overseas to
attend an international conference of their choice; Dr Watson will
be presenting at a meeting in Austria and Dr Stubenrauch will
attend a conference in the United States. Read more.

Press

Denton Corker Marshall completes
biomedical building
The Monash BDI's new Biomedical Learning and Teaching
Building was recently featured on ArchitectureAU as Australia's
largest biomedical teaching facility. Completed by architecture
firm Denton Corker Marshall, this building is a 'campus marker',
activating and connecting the building with its community. The
building can accommodate more than 1,800 students and
teachers in facilities that include four 'superlabs' – large-scale
spaces that are intended to facilitate collaboration and the free
exchange of ideas.

Promotion of Associate Professor Tracy Heng
Congratulations to Tracy Heng, who has recently been promoted
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Engagement opportunities

Call for volunteers - Day of Immunology
We will be joining the celebrations of the Day of Immunology with
an event at the Monash BDI on Wednesday 8 May. We are
inviting secondary schools to join us for a full day program
including lab tours, talks and a trivia/info session.This is a great
opportunity for our Infection and Immunity researchers to
showcase your amazing research and inspire the next generation.
There are many ways to get involved: hosting a group of students
for a visit to your lab; giving a talk to the students; or acting as a
guide throughout the day. Find out more.

AAMRI update

2019-20 Federal Budget – what’s in it for medical research?
AAMRI has combed through the Budget papers and dug out all the announcements relating to medical
research. Click here to find out more. 

AAMRI Election Statement
In preparation for the upcoming Federal Election in May, late last month AAMRI distributed their Election
Statement outlining three key areas any future government needs to focus on. You can read their media
release, watch the animation and read more about the Election Statement on their website. An op-ed was
also published in The Australian, 'Memo to Canberra: hands off the $20bn research fund' authored by
AAMRI President Professor Vlado Perkovic. 

Industry engagement

BioMelbourne Network BioBriefing - Cell and gene therapies
As cell and gene therapies continue to advance, so too do the regulatory frameworks that surround these
products. Researchers and industry organisations can find navigating the regulatory guidelines a
challenge as they endeavour to interpret legal and safety protocols, and seek to understand the
geographical variations and unique challenges that exist in different regions, while facilitating product
development.

At this BioBriefing, Duncan Mackay (Director, Regulatory Affairs, ERA Consulting) will provide attendees
with an insight into some of the trending hot topics in cell and gene therapies and will explore the
opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for organisations in the industry.

Date: Tuesday 21 May
Time: Registration 3.45pm. Presentation and discussion 4-5pm. Networking until 6pm
Location: TBA

More information on the event and speaker can be found here. If you would like to attend for FREE please
email the industry engagement team at bdi-industry.engagement@monash.edu. Places are limited, so be
quick.
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Events and seminars

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Biomedicine Rising Stars seminar
Wednesday 10 April

Discovery lecture: Dr Stefan Bode
Thursday 11 April

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Dr Thomas Andrillon 
Thursday 11 April

Discovery lecture: Dr Benjamin Humphreys
Monday 15 April

Discovery seminar: Associate Professor Paul O'Connor 
Tuesday 16 April

Discovery lecture: Professor Mauro D'Amato
Thursday 18 April

Discovery lecture: Dr John Y. Lin
Thursday 2 May

Cell Signalling and its therapeutic implications (CSTI) 2019 
Monday 13 May to Wednesday 15 May

ImmuMon 2019
Friday 7 June

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Context-specific behavioural changes induced by exposure to an androgenic endocrine disruptor
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(Lim SL)

Generally applicable transcriptome-wide analysis of translation using anota2seq
(Furic L)

Genomic subtyping and therapeutic targeting of acute erythroleukemia
(Kile BT)

Platelet GPIbα is a mediator and potential interventional target for NASH and subsequent liver cancer
(Rose AJ)

T Cell-Specific PTPN2-Deficiency in NOD Mice Accelerates the Development of Type 1 Diabetes and
Autoimmune Co-Morbidities
(Wiede F, Goh PK, Leong YA, Yu D, Tiganis T)

D. russelii Venom Mediates Vasodilatation of Resistance Like Arteries via Activation of Kv and KCa
Channels
(Kakumanu R, Kuruppu S, Hodgson WC, Kemp-Harper BK)

Food hypersensitivity-induced chronic gastrointestinal inflammation in a non-human primate model of diet-
induced obesity
(Mustafa T, Li Q, Kelly LE, Simonds S, Cowley MA, Sleeman MW)

Filamentous phages: masters of a microbial sharing economy
(Lithgow T)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
Changes affecting the Australia-China Council

Startup Accelerator - applications now open

Monash Warwick Alliance Funding May 2019

FMNHS Dean’s Awards for Excellence 2019 – applications now open 

Information from the Monash BDI
Summer Vacation Scholarship Program 2019 - 2020

2019 EMBL Australia PhD course - applications now open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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