
Fast-tracking discovery research

29 March 2019

Converting discoveries into medicines is a long path costing a lot of money - and we need industry and
clinical partners to make it happen. Most of what we do is very early, making the discoveries that will
provide the insights for the next generation of clinical treatments. With major partners including Janssen,
Roche, Pfizer (just some of the main ones) and six projects funded through BioCurate, industry/venture
funding is becoming a major stream of research revenue (more than $20 million for Monash BDI) that
helps to get our discoveries pushed further down the translational pipeline. In the latest instalment, GSK
announced last week that Kim Good-Jacobson was one of the winners in their 2018 Fast Track Discovery
Challenge. This funding will enable Kim to continue her promising research into autoimmune diseases. 

An additional avenue for new research funding is from international organisations, and the US Department
of Defense has supported a number of researchers at the Monash BDI. Matt Belousoff's is the latest
recipient, being awarded a US DOD Investigator Award which will support his Cryo-EM driven research
into antimicrobial resistance. Congratulations to both Kim and Matt! 

Best wishes
John Carroll
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GSK puts Australian researchers on Discovery Fast Track
Dr Kim Good-Jacobson from the Monash BDI is one of two Australian winners of GSK's 2018
Discovery Fast Track Challenge. The successful scientists will be granted rare access to GSK’s
state-of-the-art research resources, expertise and compound library to screen their targets to
identify molecules that could potentially become new medicines. The GSK Discovery Fast Track
Challenge was designed to help turn innovative research into treatments for patients faster, by
fostering greater collaboration between academia and industry. Dr Good-Jacobson is looking at
how to target and destroy antibody producing cells that cause autoimmune diseases. Read more.

News

Innovative work on microbial resistance
bolstered by US grant
A Monash BDI scientist has received a US Department of
Defense Investigator Award to progress work probing the
intricate mechanisms of antimicrobial resistance. This funding
will help Dr Matt Belousoff build on his research examining how
changes in the molecular structure of bacteria allow it to
overcome antibiotic treatment, using Cryo-Electron
Microscopy to visualise the structures involved down to the
nanoscale. Read more.

Gut Feelings exhibition launch
Did you know that 1-2kgs of your weight is made up of around 38
trillion microbes? Melbourne Museum launched the Gut Feelings
exhibition on Friday 15 March, offering visitors a chance to
discover helpful gut microbes, walk through the gut tunnel and
find out how microbes affect our thoughts, behaviour and bodies.
Dr Eliana Marino from the Monash BDI and Dr Jeremy Barr from
the School of Biological Sciences were on hand throughout the
evening to offer their expertise and discuss the importance of the
gut microbiome with members of the public. Read more. 
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Press

CSIRO profiting from weight loss pill with no
scientific backing
Monash BDI's Associate Professor Zane Andrews has appeared
in the media recently, offering his expert opinion on the CSIRO-
backed drug Metabolic C12. The efficacy of Metabolic C12 has
been called into question, with scientific experts pointing out the
lack of scientific evidence to support its use as a weight-loss pill.
Associate Professor Andrews was quoted in an article that
appeared in The Age, Sydney Morning Herald, Canberra Times
and WA Today.   

Industry engagement

IMNIS Mentoring 2019-2020 Program
This year, graduate research students are offered the opportunity to take part in the Industry Mentoring
Network In STEM (IMNIS) MedTech-Pharma Program. Supported by the Australian Academy of
Technological Science and Engineering and MTPConnect, IMNIS aims to tackle the disconnect between
academia and industry.

Eligible students must be in the second year of their PhD and be willing to commit to the 12 month
program, including monthly meetings with your mentor and IMNIS networking events. If you are interested
in applying, please fill out the Expression of Interest form by 5pm, Thursday 4 April 2019. 

Up to 20 Monash BDI graduate research students will be chosen to take part in the IMNIS program in
2019/2020. To find out more about the program, visit the IMNIS website. 

Events and seminars

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Gut Feelings Exhibition
March 2019 to February 2020

Discovery seminar: Professor Christopher Heeschen
Monday 1 April

EMBL Australia seminar: Dr Alex Bateman
Monday 1 April

Tall Poppy Awards talk
Tuesday 2 April
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Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Professor Andy Godkin
Tuesday 2 April

Monash BDI Discovery seminar: Professor Christoph Buettner
Tuesday 2 April

Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Professor Christina Mitchell
Thursday 4 April

ECR Taco Thursday
Thursday 4 April

Discovery lecture: Dr Stefan Bode
Thursday 11 April

Discovery seminar: Associate Professor Paul O'Connor
Tuesday 16 April

Cell Signalling and its therapeutic implications (CSTI) 2019
Monday 13 May to Wednesday 15 May

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Novel endosomal NOX2 oxidase inhibitor ameliorates pandemic influenza A virus-induced lung
inflammation in mice
(Selemidis S)

Preliminary X-ray crystallographic studies on the Helicobacter pylori ABC transporter glutamine-binding
protein GlnH
(Rahman MM, Machuca MA, Roujeinikova A)

Dendritic Cell Responses and Function in Malaria
(Lundie RJ, O'Keeffe M)

Activation of naïve CD4+ T cells re-tunes STAT1 signaling to deliver unique cytokine responses in
memory CD4+ T cells
(Wiede F, Li J, Tiganis T)
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HLA associated antiepileptic drug-induced cutaneous adverse reactions
(Mullan KA, Illing PT, Purcell AW, Mifsud NA)

Antarctic penguins as reservoirs of diversity for avian avulaviruses
(Vijaykrishna D)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
New MP Bio Travel Awards

New ARC Funding Opportunity – SR20: Special Research Initiative in Excellence in Antarctic Science
2020

2019 Health and Behavior International Collaborative Award – now open

FMNHS Bridging Postdoctoral Fellowships 2019 (Round 2) – applications now open

Pfizer’s Centers for Therapeutic Innovation (CTI) 2019 (Cycle 1) – call for proposals

Information from the Monash BDI
Minimum data deadlines – new NHMRC schemes

Women’s Mentoring Program - applications close 1 April

Attention ECRs - ABC's Top 5 Media Residency Program

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.
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