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22 March 2019

As the ramifications of last Friday's events are being felt around the world and the reality of what has
happened in Christchurch settles, I very much want to add to the Vice Chancellor's messages and offer
our sympathy and support to all of our Muslim colleagues. Research knows no boundaries and it is the
very diversity of people undertaking research that makes it such a rewarding undertaking. I find it shocking
and appalling that something like this could ever happen and it is important that each and every one of us
is clear how much we value everyone in the organisation independent of faith, religion or cultural
background.

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Controlling cell behaviour – how a worm model provides a key
Monash researchers have discovered a mechanism regulating WNT - a crucial protein that controls
cell behaviour. The international team, led by Monash BDI's Associate Professor Roger Pocock,
have shown that an existing drug can be used to regulate the behaviour of cells by controlling WNT
secretion. The study, published this week in Cell Reports, reveals the previously unknown
relationship between two proteins, PDI-1 and WNT, and opens the path to target the PDI-1 protein
as a way to potentially control cancer progression. It was featured in Science's 'In other journals'
column and appeared in Mirage News. Read more.

News

2019 Tertiary Blood Challenge
Every time you donate blood, you can save three lives. That’s
three people whose whole worlds change thanks to you. They
could have cancer. Maybe they’re giving birth. Or, they could be
someone with a life-threatening immune disease. From 1 March
to 31 May, the Australian Red Cross is running the Tertiary Blood
Challenge. It's easy to get involved, simply register a blood donor
account, join the Monash BDI Red 25 group and book your next
donation appointment. Red25 is a way to bring people together to
save lives. Join the challenge.  

Press
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her experiences in the Greek and Australian workplaces,
particularly in terms of gender equity in the male-dominated field
of academia. According to Dr Panagiotopoulou, "equality exists
10,000 miles away at Monash." If you don't happen to understand
Greek, you can use Google Translate to read the full article.

Industry engagement

CSL Research acceleration initiative
Looking to translate your research into life-saving therapies for patients and work with one of the world’s
leading biopharmaceutical companies?

CSL, Monash University and Hudson Institute have established a new collaborative initiative to accelerate
research across selected therapeutic areas. CSL have committed to fund selected projects across
Australia, with up to $500,000 each, for up to 24 months.

Learn more about this new partnership and meet CSL’s Director of Research Innovation Marthe
D’Ombrain at an information session on Tuesday 2 April.

Visit CSL Research Acceleration Initiative to check your eligibility and apply.

Events and seminars

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Gut Feelings Exhibition
17 March to 30 November

Research brekkie: How to bolster your peer review responsibilities
Monday 25 March

FameLab Victorian Semi-Final
Wednesday 27 March

Supporting new fathers in the workplace
Thursday 28 March

Managing your transition from parental leave to work
Thursday 28 March

EMBL Australia seminar: Dr Alex Bateman
Monday 1 April

From Melbourne with love
Monash BDI's Dr Olga Panagiotopoulou was recently featured in
Kappa magazine, a leading Greek magazine from Kathimerini.
The article highlighted four successful Greek women who have
excelled in their fields in Australia. Dr Panagiotopoulou contrasted
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Monash BDI Discovery seminar: Professor Christoph Buettner
Tuesday 2 April

ECR Taco Thursday
Thursday 4 April

Cell Signalling and its therapeutic implications (CSTI) 2019
Monday 13 May to Wednesday 15 May

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September

DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Resting State Functional Connectivity of the Rat Claustrum
(Reser DH)

Impaired Cognitive Function and Altered Hippocampal Synaptic Plasticity in Mice Lacking Dermatan
Sulfotransferase Chst14/D4st1
(Xiao Z)

Synchrotron macro ATR-FTIR microspectroscopy for high-resolution chemical mapping of single cells
(Heraud P)

Tailoring surface acoustic wave atomisation for cryo-electron microscopy sample preparation
(de Marco A)

Epigenetic regulation of B cell fate and function during an immune response
(Zhang Y, Good-Jacobson KL)

Dietary protein and age-dependent female fertility: FGF21 trumps mTORC1
Rose AJ

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
Haemophilia Foundation Australia Research Fund – now open
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Telematics Trust Grant Round 2019 – now open

Australian Academy of Science Funding Opportunities and Honorific Awards  – now open

CSIRO – Aus4innovation Partnership Grant Round 1 – call for Expressions of Interest

Application Form & Guidelines now available for Cancer Australia PdCCRS scheme

2019 Australian Museum Eureka Prizes – nominations now open

Global Connections Fund (GCF) – Bridging Grants Program 2019

2019 Inspiring Women STEM sidebyside program – applications open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2019 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 
www.bdi-newsletter.com
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