
International Women's Day: Balance for Better

13 March 2019

Last Friday was International Women's Day and Monash was alive with events celebrating success. I was
fortunate to attend the Dean's IWD lunch, the highlight of which was a panel discussion that included Kim
Jacobson and Anton Peleg from the Monash BDI (must follow up with you Kim!). Seven of our
researchers were also out and about spreading the word at local secondary schools about their own
journeys from teenagers with an interest in science to fully-fledged biomedical researchers. Thanks so
much for committing your time to this important initiative - and if you missed it on Twitter and Facebook,
check out their stories below. 

Those of you who do (or have done, as in my case) a lot of imaging will appreciate the destabilising effect
of moving between dark and light rooms. We can now thank Nic Price and his team for their work
published in Nature Communications, which reveals the mechanisms behind perception stability. Many
congratulations Nic and team. 

Congratulations also goes to three of our postdocs – Marion Boudes, Phill Pymm and Elizabeth Zavitz –
who have each received Senior Postdoctoral Fellowships from the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and
Health Sciences. 

Our education team has been working hard to provide every student with opportunities for meaningful
work experience during their degrees. Our new Work Integrated Learning program for biomed students
has proven a great success, with positive feedback from both its first group of students and industry
partners. Read all about the experience of two of our students in the article below. And thanks to everyone
for once again getting behind the Year 10 work experience program we run for local Melbourne schools. 

Best wishes
John Carroll
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International Women’s Day: Balance for Better
This year, we celebrated International Women's Day by highlighting seven of our women in
science. This busy group of researchers took some time out last week to visit local secondary
schools, to talk to students about their career journeys, role models, advances in science since
they were teens, and what makes them optimistic about the future of gender equity in
STEMM. Click here to hear from Dr Celeste Donato, Brooke Fehily, Dr Alexandra Grubman, Pippa
Iva, Dr Sarah Larcombe, Dr Jennifer Payne and Dr Kelly Walton.

News

Study helps explain ancient phenomenon
Our visual systems receive a barrage of stimulation due to
continually changing lighting, shadows, and shifts in the position
and orientation of objects. Until now, exactly how the eye and
brain adjusts to changes in stimuli has been a mystery. In a recent
study published in Nature Communications, Dr Nicholas Price and
his team revealed the dynamic neural coding mechanisms
responsible for perception stability. With improved understanding
of how the brain encodes complex scenes, scientists can produce
more effective and reliable bionic eyes. Read more. 

Faculty fellowships for senior postdoctoral
researchers
Three postdoctoral researchers from the Monash BDI have
received Senior Postdoctoral Fellowships from the Faculty of
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences. These Fellowships are
targeted at outstanding candidates who have clear potential to be
successful in external career fellowship schemes, and have four
to six years postdoctoral experience. Congratulations to Dr Marion

Boudes from the Elmlund lab, Dr Phill Pymm from the Rossjohn 
lab and Dr Elizabeth Zavitz from the Price lab. Read more. 
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Learning on the job
The Monash BDI's first year of undergraduate industry 
placements were an overwhelming success, with strong 
engagement from both our students and industry partners. Closer 
links between future graduates and industry partners were 
formed, with students gaining an understanding of what industry 
expectations are for graduates, and workplace and real-world 
experiences and skills. Read more for two first hand accounts 
from students Sian Morgan and Sara Urquhart, who both recently 
completed the program.

Press

At the frontier of tomorrow's medicine
Stem Cells Australia (SCA) has produced videos of
eight Australian labs heads who are using stem cells in their
research, showcasing the important discoveries that are being
made in the lab. Two Monash BDI stem cell experts, Associate
Professor Helen Abud and Professor Jose Polo, have been
featured, along with two of their research fellows, Dr Thierry Jarde
and Dr Anja Knaupp. They share insight into their research, how
they began their careers and what excites them about their work.
Watch Associate Professor Abud's video here, and Professor
Polo's here.  

The dingo is a true-blue, native Australian
species
Monash BDI's Dr Justin Adams has co-authored an article in The
Conversation demonstrating that dingoes are distinct from other
wild canids and domestic dogs, based on many different
criteria. Over the years, dingoes have been called many scientific
names, but these names have been applied inconsistently in both
academic literature and government policy. Based on new
research, the team has highlighted the ecological, anatomical,
behavioural and genetic criteria that set dingoes definitively apart
from domestic dogs.

Updates
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Welcome to Bala Siva 
We'd like to welcome Bala Siva to the Monash BDI. Bala
had been seconded to the role of Senior Finance Manager since
June 2018, and has recently been officially appointed to the
position. Bala has been with Monash since 1999, and has
extensive financial and business management experience. During
the last 20 years, she has provided strategic financial
management and business support to various areas of the
university. Bala can be found in G21, 23 Innovation Walk, on
extension 29408 or via email. Read more.  

Farewell to Professor Mark Sleeman
It is with no small amount of sadness that we farewell Professor
Mark Sleeman, outgoing Monash BDI Executive Director, Industry
Engagement. Professor Sleeman returns to his former company
Regeneron in the role of Vice-President and Head of Metabolic
Diseases Research. An integral member of the Metabolism,
Diabetes and Obesity Program, Professor Sleeman's blend of
experience in industry research, drug develop, his understanding
of the regulatory environment, as well as his expertise in
metabolism will be missed. Read more.  

Events and seminars

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Associate Professor Leonie Quinn
Thursday 14 March

2019 OMB Uniform Guidance Audit Information Session
Friday 15 March

Biomedicine Learning and Teaching Forum
Wednesday 20 March

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Dr Darshini Kuruppu
Thursday 21 March

EMBL Australia seminar: Dr Alex Bateman
Monday 1 April

Monash BDI Discovery seminar: Professor Christopher Buettner
Tuesday 2 April

Cell Signalling and its therapeutic implications (CSTI) 2019
Monday 13 May to Wednesday 15 May

14th World Congress on Inflammation
Sunday 15 September to Wednesday 19 September
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DOHaD 2019
Sunday 20 October to Wednesday 23 October 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Inhibitors of nuclear transport
(Jans DA, Martin AJ, Wagstaff KM)

Paeniclostridium sordellii and Clostridioides difficile encode similar and clinically relevant tetracycline
resistance loci in diverse genomic locations
(Vidor CJ, Awad M, Lyras D)

Disruption of mitochondrial dynamics affects behaviour and lifespan in Caenorhabditis elegans
(Byrne JJ, Soh MS, Chandhok G, Vijayaraghavan T, Teoh JS, Yapa NMB, Neumann B)

Structural studies of plasmin inhibition
(Wu G, Quek AJ, Caradoc-Davies TT, Ekkel SM, Mazzitelli B, Whisstock JC, Law RHP)

Positive-unlabelled learning of glycosylation sites in the human proteome
(Li F, Purcell AW, Lithgow T, Li C, Song J)

Reactive centre loop dynamics and serpin specificity
(Marijanovic EM, Fodor J, Riley BT, Porebski BT, Hoke DE, McGowan S, Buckle AM)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office

NHMRC Synergy Grants – now open in RGMS

Young Tall Poppy Science Awards for 2019 – nominations now open

NHMRC Ideas Grants – now open

BBVA Foundation Frontiers of Knowledge Awards

NHMRC Clinical Trial and Cohort Studies (CTCS) Grants - now open in RGMS

Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia 2019 funding round – now open

National Breast Cancer Foundation 2020 Investigator Initiated Research Scheme (IIRS) grant round -
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open on 1 April 2019

Funding for clinicians – Monash Partners and Monash Institute of Medical Engineering Seed Fund

NFMRI 2019 Funding Opportunities – NFMRI General Grant Round - now open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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