
ARC outcomes, end of year celebrations and shape-shifting fungus

30 November 2018

As the end of the year approaches, we've had many exciting events and announcements taking place.
Last Friday, we held our end of year celebration, which included the Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding
Achievement. This was a great opportunity to pause and reflect on the highlights – and celebrate the
successes – of 2018.

And we did not know about one of those success stories at the time, which is of course the ARC results.
With 14 Discovery Projects and three DECRAs across the institute, we have had our best year on record!
Congratulations to all those funded this year and best of luck next year to those who missed out. 

Ana Traven is having a highly successful year, the Georgina Sweet Award, a paper in Cell
Metabolism earlier this year, and now another paper out in Cell Reports. Ana and team are unravelling the
mechanisms of just how the tricky Candida albicans shape-shifts into its very nasty hyphal version –
understanding this process is key to the development of drugs against this fatal infection.  

Best wishes
John Carroll

In this issue
News | Press | Events and seminars

Publications | Funding and opportunities

Got a story to tell: bdi-news@monash.edu
Read all stories, this issue and past: www.bdi-newsletter.com 

Like us on facebook.com/MonashBDI
Follow us on twitter.com/MonashBDI

Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
https://bdi-newsletter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MonashBDI/
https://twitter.com/MonashBDI
http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute
http://eepurl.com/dAMAXL
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
javascript:;


Recognising outstanding achievements and reflecting on 2018
In a packed lecture theatre last Friday, the Monash BDI celebrated the end of another successful
year at the Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement. The event began with a wrap up of
the year’s milestones, triumphs, progress and priorities, followed by the announcement of the
winners of the Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement. Twelve awards, recognising
excellence in commercialisation, collaboration, research, education, engagement and more, were
awarded. Congratulations to each of the award winners and to all of the nominees. Read more.

News

Strength to strength: Monash BDI almost
doubles ARC grant success in 2018
This year, researchers from the Monash BDI have almost doubled
the number of Australian Research Council (ARC) project grants
they received from 2017. Securing more than $7.7 million in this
latest round of ARC funding, our researchers received 14
Discovery Projects, worth almost $6.5 million, and three Discovery
Early Career Researcher Awards, worth $1.2 million. This builds
on the success of 2017, where Monash BDI researchers received
11 grants worth $4.5 million. Read more.

Revealing how a deadly fungal infection
shape-shifts into an invasive monster
Associate Professor Ana Traven and her team have shed new
light on how the fungal infection Candida albicans shape-shifts to
its deadly hyphal version with hyphae or filaments that help it
break through human tissues and into the bloodstream. This
study, published in Cell Reports, builds on the knowledge base
that could lead to development of drugs to treat this infection. The
study has received media coverage on Phys.org, Brightsurf, R&D
Mag and Laboratory Equipment. Read more.
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Press

Monash Uni charges ahead with Australia's
biggest behind-the-meter battery system
Our new Biomedical Teaching and Learning Building contains
Australia's largest commercial behind-the-meter battery storage
system, opening the path to the building becoming 100 per cent
energy efficient. Installed by UK-based industrial energy storage
specialists redT Energy, it is the award-winning centrepiece of
Monash's industry-leading $135 million shift to net-zero emissions
and 100 per cent renewables by 2030. Read more about this
game-changing storage system on One Step Off The Grid.

Events and seminars

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday

11th ANZSCDB Victorian Cell and Developmental Biology Meeting
Friday 30 November

Monash BDI Discovery Lecture: Professor Peter Rehling
Monday 3 December 

Monash BDI Discovery Lecture: Associate Professor Dan Ohtan Wang
Tuesday 4 December 

ECR metrics drop-in session
Tuesday 4 December

Provost Town Hall
Friday 7 December 

Information session for NHMRC emerging leadership levels 1 and 2 applicants
Monday 10 December

Information session for NHMRC leadership levels 1, 2 and 3 applicants
Monday 10 December

Monash Biomedical Imaging Preclinical Imaging Symposium
Tuesday 11 December 

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Professor Gary Egan
Thursday 13 December 

Lorne Infection & Immunity Conference 2019
Wednesday 20 February to Friday 22 February 2019
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Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Understanding the Impacts of Surface Compositions on the In-Vitro Dissolution and Aerosolization of Co-
Spray-Dried Composite Powder Formulations for Inhalation.
(Lin YW, Li J)

Inducing controlled cell cycle arrest and re-entry during asexual proliferation of Plasmodium falciparum
malaria parasites
(Doerig C)

Auditory and Visual Motion Processing and Integration in the Primate Cerebral Cortex
(Chaplin TA, Rosa MGP, Lui LL)

Humanization of the Prostate Microenvironment Reduces Homing of PC3 Prostate Cancer Cells to
Human Tissue-Engineered Bone
(Risbridger GP)

Detection and Quantification of Plasmodium falciparum in Aqueous Red Blood Cells by Attenuated Total
Reflection Infrared Spectroscopy and Multivariate Data Analysis
(Heraud P)

The use of proteomics to understand antiviral immunity
(Woon AP, Purcell AW)

Discriminative T-cell receptor recognition of highly homologous HLA-DQ2-bound gluten epitopes
(Ciacchi L, Petersen J, Reid HH, Rossjohn J)

Chromatin Modifiers SET-25 and SET-32 Are Required for Establishment but Not Long-Term
Maintenance of Transgenerational Epigenetic Inheritance
(Boag PR)

Human-like perceptual masking is difficult to observe in rats performing an orientation discrimination task
(Dell KL, Price NSC)

NOX2 oxidase expressed in endosomes promotes cell proliferation and prostate tumour development
(Harrison IP, Vinh A, Luong R, Drummond GR, Sobey CG, Tiganis T, Selemidis S)

Publisher Correction: Coordinated targeting of cold and nicotinic receptors synergistically improves
obesity and type 2 diabetes
(Simonds SE, Cowley MA)

A Hippo-like Signaling Pathway Controls Tracheal Morphogenesis in Drosophila melanogaster
(Harvey KF)
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Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
NHMRC Investigator Grants – MRO guidance template

Leukemia Research Foundation – scheme open

Information from the Monash BDI 
Lorne Infection & Immunity Conference 2019 - late breaking abstracts invited

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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