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I can't believe that we are still awaiting ARC funding announcements. I fully appreciate that while the 
Minister's office is working out if the grants are Australian enough for their liking, there is a whole group of 
researchers wondering whether they will have funding and jobs next year. At best, I could suggest they 
are ignorant of the impact this increased uncertainty has on people and at worst – well, let's just say it's 
very, very poor form indeed! We will keep our ear to the ground and be prepared to act quickly once 
announcements are made.

One person who isn't waiting around is Kim Jacobson. Kim has been awarded the highly prestigious five-
year Bellberry-Viertel Fellowship for her work on epigenetic regulation of immunity. This is fabulous news 
and I'm sure you'll all join me in congratulating Kim on this recognition of her outstanding research. 

Research doesn't wait either. Tony Purcell, Julian Vivian and team reveal a new mechanism for 
generating HLA polymorphisms for antigen presentation. This paper was published in Nature 
Communications. Congratulations to Tony and team. Continuing on the theme of dogma-breaking 
research - Paul McMenamin is taking on the long held view of immune privilege in relation to the central 
nervous system and retina, in a highly topical review published in Nature Reviews Neuroscience.

Even industry engagement activities have been pushing on. We recently held our annual Monash BDI 
Industry Showcase – a great opportunity for our researchers to rub shoulders with some industry heavy-
weights from pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, and to showcase the great research of some 
of our up-and-coming ECRs. I won't spoil the surprise, but read more below to find out who received first 
prize in the So You Think You Can Pitch? finals... And congratulations to Lauren Kelly and Mark Sleeman 
for putting together such a high profile event. The feedback has been amazing.

Another academic year has flown by, and it was with pride that we said farewell to the graduating 
biomedicine class of 2018. By way of congratulations, the students were offered professional headshots 
and support in setting up LinkedIn profiles – all the better to stay connected to our Monash Biomedical 
Science Alumni network. I'm sure we'll see great things coming from this bright group of students in the 
near future. 

Finally, I look forward to seeing everyone this Friday for our end of year celebration, with Monash BDI 
Awards for Outstanding Achievement followed by seasonal festivities. Still no word about the ARC... 
maybe in time for the party...

Best wishes
John Carroll

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/10/24/monash-bdi-end-of-year-celebration/
http://eepurl.com/dAMAXL
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
javascript:;


News | Events and seminars
Publications | Funding and opportunities

Got a story to tell: bdi-news@monash.edu
Read all stories, this issue and past: www.bdi-newsletter.com 

Like us on facebook.com/MonashBDI
Follow us on twitter.com/MonashBDI

Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

Monash BDI scientist receives Bellberry-Viertel Fellowship
Monash BDI's Dr Kim Jacobson has received the Bellberry-Viertel Fellowship for her work on
epigenetic regulation of humoral immunity in health and disease. Dr Jacobson and her team are
investigating the mechanisms underpinning how immune cells are able to efficiently clear an
infection before the pathogen has time to cause harm to the infected person. They’re also
exploring why humans can’t form effective immune memory to chronic pathogens (such as HIV
and the malaria-causing parasite Plasmodium). This Fellowship will enable Dr Jacobson's team to
delve in deeper, exploring what goes wrong during chronic infections and reveal potential targets
for clinical translation. Read more.
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Monash scientists shine light on minute peptide changes affecting
immune system
Researchers have made some important insights into the link between genetic diversity and the
intricate changes in peptides bound to human leukocyte antigen (HLA) molecules that influence
infection and cancer outcomes. An international team of collaborators, led by Monash BDI’s
Professor Anthony Purcell, have demonstrated that even very minor changes in genetic sequences
in HLA molecules can impact dramatically on immune function. Their findings, published in Nature
Communications, have important implications for understanding how the immune system
recognises infected cells in different individuals, and has been covered on Phys.org, Brightsurf,
Laboratory Equipment, Science Daily, LabOnline, Medical Newser and more. Read more.

Questioning the dogma of immune privilege 
Monash BDI's Professor Paul McMenamin and colleagues have tackled head-on the well-known
theory of immune privilege in a significant review published in Nature Reviews Neuroscience. The

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-07109-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-07109-w
https://phys.org/news/2018-11-scientists-minute-peptide-affecting-immune.html
https://www.brightsurf.com/news/article/110818469690/monash-scientists-shine-light-on-minute-peptide-changes-affecting-immune-system.html
https://www.laboratoryequipment.com/news/2018/11/scientists-shed-light-peptide-changes-affecting-immune-system
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/11/181108105939.htm
https://www.labonline.com.au/content/life-scientist/news/minor-protein-changes-can-dramatically-impact-the-immune-system-1372674426
http://www.medicalnewser.com/2018/11/08/monash-researchers-provide-insight-into-intricate-peptide-changes-affecting-immune-system.html
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-scientists-shine-light-on-minute-peptide-changes-affecting-immune-system
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41583-018-0070-8


team found that while the central nervous system can 'protect' those pathogens that become
dormant and avoid detection, as immune privilege suggests, this only occurs when the immune
system is significantly compromised. The review concluded that immune privilege is not black and
white, but a spectrum. The central nervous system and retina do have more immune privilege than
other parts of the body, but the dogma that these sites never show typical inflammatory responses
to antigens no longer stands against analysis. Read more.

News

Showcasing translational research to industry
partners 
The Monash BDI recently held its annual Industry Showcase,
which provides an opportunity to promote the growing pipeline of
discoveries to industry partners, facilitates industry–academia
networking, and offers a spotlight to our early career researchers
and their translational research. Dr Amanda Caples, Lead
Scientist for Victoria, presented the keynote speech before the
much-anticipated So You Think You Can Pitch? finals. Read more
to find out who took home first prize.

Biomed end of course celebration
There was a buzz in the air of the Monash BDI foyer on
Wednesday 17 October, as more than 80 students congregated to
mark the end of their Bachelor of Biomedical Science. After a
speech from Associate Professor Liz Davis, students had the
opportunity to say thank you and goodbye to some of their
educators, and receive support in setting up LinkedIn profiles in
order to connect with the Monash Biomedical Science Alumni
network. Congratulations to the graduating class of 2018! 
Read more.

Events and seminars

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday

Inspired Creativity: When Art Meets Science - Australian Society for Medical Research National Scientific
Conference 
Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 November 

Monash BDI Distinguished Lecture: Professor Jeff Errington
Thursday 22 November

Monash BDI End of Year Celebration
Friday 23 November

ARC DECRA (DE20) workshop
Tuesday 27 November
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Monash BDI Distinguished Lecture: Professor Sir Doug Turnbull
Wednesday 28 November

11th ANZSCDB Victorian Cell and Developmental Biology Meeting
Friday 30 November

Monash BDI Discovery Lecture: Professor Peter Rehling
Monday 3 December 

Monash BDI Discovery Lecture: Associate Professor Dan Ohtan Wang
Tuesday 4 December 

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Professor Gary Egan
Thursday 13 December 

Lorne Infection & Immunity Conference 2019
Wednesday 20 February to Friday 22 February 2019

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

The Combination of Atomoxetine and Oxybutynin Greatly Reduces Obstructive Sleep Apnea Severity: A
Randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Double-Blind Crossover Trial
(Edwards BA)

Effects of Fluid Bolus Therapy on Renal Perfusion, Oxygenation, and Function in Early Experimental
Septic Kidney Injury
(Evans RG)

Bastion3: a two-layer ensemble predictor of type III secreted effectors
(Wang J, Li J, Song J, Lithgow T)

Ablation of Grb10 Specifically in Muscle Impacts Muscle Size and Glucose Metabolism in Mice
(Daly RJ)

Recognition of host Clr-b by the inhibitory NKR-P1B receptor provides a basis for missing-self recognition
(Balaji GR, Shingu-Vazquez MA, Fu Z, Gully BS, Rossjohn J, Berry R)

The Diverse Family of MR1-Restricted T Cells
(Rossjohn J)

Examination of the ovotoxicity of 5-fluorouracil in mice
(Lambouras M, Liew SH, Horvay K, Abud HE, Stringer JM, Hutt KJ)

The Scalloped and Nerfin-1 Transcription Factors Cooperate to Maintain Neuronal Cell Fate
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(Harvey KF)

Lung health in a changing world
(Bourke JE)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
The Antarctic Science Foundation (ASF) – call for expressions of interest

2018 NHMRC Equipment Grants – applications now open

2019 Leukemia Research Foundation New Investigator Grants – letters of intent now being accepted

2018/19 Prizes & Awards Calendar – November to February

Stem Cells Australia – MRFF Accelerated Research Stem Cells Grants – call for applications for disease
teams

Targeted Call for Research into Frailty in Hospital Care: Complex Health Care

Targeted Call for Research into Nutrition in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples – now open

NHMRC Development Grants – now open

Embassy of France in Australia – call for applications

Google Impact Challenge: AI For Social Good – call for expressions of interest

2019 NHMRC Biennial Awards

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
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