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Not that we can say anything specific about it, of course, but I would like congratulate all those who were
successful in the NHMRC announcements, and send my commiserations to those who missed out this
year. It's a challenging time, with uncertainty about the changing funding scheme for next year starting to
reach a peak while we continue to wait for the final rules and regulations. I'm sure you've each given
thought to how you plan to approach these challenges; I cannot emphasise enough the importance of
getting an early start on Investigator, Ideas and Synergy Grants. This will allow for maximum time for
feedback and input from colleagues. Be assured that the Monash BDI and MNHS will be providing more
sessions to help get your plans in place and will also establish internal review processes.

Last week was a big one, with the launch of our new Monash BDI-Wenzhou Medical University (WMU)
Alliance in Clinical and Experimental Biomedicine. This Alliance brings unprecedented collaborative
opportunities in translational research – one university coordinating advanced healthcare for a population
of 20 million people through five affiliated hospitals. WMU is completing a fully-kitted out floor in a new
research building by March 2019, for collaborative research in cancer, infectious diseases and
reproductive medicine (to get started). The Alliance will also foster strong educational links, enabling
students from both the Monash BDI and WMU to gain experiences and skills they otherwise would not
have had available to them. 

International alliances such as this create access to new funding opportunities as, of course, does
collaborating with industry and commercial partners to bring our discovery research to the market. The
latest partnership has been established by Tracy Heng, who has signed a three-year agreement with
Regeneus to support her research into the mechanism behind mescenchymal stem cells and their
immunosuppressive powers. Let's hope the next generation of industry partnerships got underway last
night at the Monash BDI's annual Industry Showcase and pitch event in the CBD!

Finally, if one of your colleagues has done something remarkable, or helped change the place for the
better, be sure to nominate them for the Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement. Applications
close today and will only take about 5 minutes to complete. 

Best wishes
John Carroll

In this issue
News | Events and seminars

Publications | Funding and opportunities

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/10/17/call-for-nominations-awards-for-outstanding-achievement/?mc_cid=7368085d3f&mc_eid=[UNIQID]
http://eepurl.com/dAMAXL
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
javascript:;


Read all stories, this issue and past: www.bdi-newsletter.com 
Like us on facebook.com/MonashBDI
Follow us on twitter.com/MonashBDI

Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

Landmark alliance in clinical and experimental biomedicine
The Monash BDI has recently formalised an alliance with one of the largest research facilities and 
medical universities in China, Wenzhou Medical University (WMU). The Monash BDI-WMU 
Alliance in Clinical and Experimental Biomedicine was officially launched on Saturday 27 October, 
2018. This alliance opens the door for breakthrough discoveries in biomedical science, rewarding 
international collaborations between leading researchers, and invaluable learning opportunities for 
the next generation of scientists. A contingent of 13 Monash BDI researchers visited Wenzhou to 
attend the opening, host a research symposium and celebrate WMU’s 60 year anniversary. Read 
more.

News

Cell therapy work recognised in industry deal
A study probing the mechanism behind the immunosuppressive 
powers of mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs) has attracted a three-
year agreement with an innovative regenerative medicine 
company, Regeneus. Research led by Monash BDI's Dr Tracy 
Heng will be significantly boosted by a Collaboration Agreement 
with Regeneus, supporting a PhD student, research assistant and 
project costs. The team will be exploring why there is a strong 
anti-inflammatory or immune suppressive effect in response to the 
death of MSCs after injection into a host. Read more.
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Smith's lab, has been awarded the International Society of
Differentiation Beverly McKinnell Student Award for his poster
at recent ComBio2018. Mr Estermann’s poster was titled ‘TGIF1,
a new player in the female gonadal development’. The gene
TGIF1 has been identified as a possible candidate gene involved
in female gonad development. Mr Estermann's PhD project aims
to find new genes involved in this process using RNA-seq and
Single Cell RNA-seq data. Read more.

Events and seminars

We're trialling a streamlined event listing. We welcome feedback at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note we only list events that are likely to be of interest to a majority of our institute's cohort.

ECR shut up and write sessions 
Every Monday and Wednesday

MHTP 2018 Research Symposium
Wednesday 7 November to Friday 9 November

Monash BDI Discovery Lecture: Professor Ryan Lister
Tuesday 20 November

Inspired Creativity: When Art Meets Science - Australian Society for Medical Research National Scientific
Conference 
Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 November 

Monash BDI End of Year Celebration
Friday 23 November

Monash BDI Distinguished Lecture: Professor Sir Doug Turnbull
Wednesday 28 November

11th ANZSCDB Victorian Cell and Developmental Biology Meeting
Friday 30 November

Lorne Infection & Immunity Conference 2019
Wednesday 20 February to Friday 22 February 2019

ComBio2018 poster success for PhD student
Martin Estermann, a PhD student from Associate Professor Craig
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communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Chronic sympathetic driven hypertension promotes atherosclerosis by enhancing hematopoiesis
(Nicholls AJ, Jefferis AM, Wong CHY, Andrews KL)

Up-regulated expression of spherical body protein 2 truncated copy 11 in Babesia bovis is associated with
reduced cytoadhesion to vascular endothelial cells
(Cooke BM)

Mitigating Human IAPP Amyloidogenesis In Vivo with Chiral Silica Nanoribbons
(Faridi P, Purcell AW)

An Ovine Model for Studying the Pathophysiology of Septic Acute Kidney Injury
(Evans RG)

Comparative analysis and prediction of quorum-sensing peptides using feature representation learning
and machine learning algorithms
(Li F, Song J)

Bastion3: a two-layer ensemble predictor of type III secreted effectors
(Wang J, Li J, Song J, Lithgow T)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
2019 Advancing Women’s Research Success Grant – applications now open

2019 veski Innovation  Fellowships – applications now open

CPRC Research Project Grants 18/19 – EOIs now open

Information from the Monash BDI
ARC Medical Research Policy seminar

ARC Future Fellowships strategic statement

Lorne Infection and Immunity 2019 - oral abstract deadline extension - 9 November 2018

Funding for young investigators in virology

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and
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Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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