
Using snake venom to combat Alzheimer’s disease

19 October 2018

So much to talk about in this week's newsletter! Let's start today by congratulating Sanjaya Kuruppu and
his team, who were awarded an NIH grant in the latest round of funding. This grant will enable them to
continue to explore how snake venom can be used to counter Alzheimer's disease. 

And as a testament to the calibre of our students, PhD student Giannie Barsha (Denton lab) took home
not one but two awards at a recent international conference held by the American Heart Association. Well
done Giannie!

Research collaboration and partnership is critical for the best science and it was certainly on show when
the Monash BDI Cancer Program, together with PeterMac, held a successful Joint Research and
Technology Symposium. I have already heard multiple new collaborations are underway! Last week we
also held our inaugural Monash BDI–Yale Alliance Lecture set up by the Metabolism, Diabetes and
Obesity Program, which was followed up by a fabulous mini-symposium with four international speakers. 

Finally, there is a lot to be said for loyalty. Many congratulations and thanks to Dena Lyras, Mark Prescott,
Yvonne Hodgson and Ruby Law, who have each been recognised by Monash for their 25 years of
dedicated efforts! On behalf of the Monash BDI, and the university as a whole, I want to thank each of
them for their service. 

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Using snake venom to combat Alzheimer’s disease
Monash BDI's Dr Sanjaya Kuruppu is the only Australian to gain a highly sought-after National
Institutes of Health (NIH) grant in the current funding round. The team will investigate a novel
molecule derived from snake venom that holds promise as a way of countering the toxic protein
‘amyloid beta’, which is linked to Alzheimer’s disease. Co-lead investigators on this project include
Professor Ian Smith, Monash Vice-Provost (Research and Research Infrastructure), Professor
Helena Parkington and Dr Niwanthi Rajapakse (University of Queensland). Read more.

News

Recognising loyalty and achievement 
Monash BDI's Professor Dena Lyras, Associate Professor Mark
Prescott, Associate Professor Yvonne Hodgson and Dr Ruby Law
were each recognised for their 25 years of service at the recent
Monash Service Award Ceremony. The story of Monash is built
on the significant contribution of such dedicated staff members;
their loyalty, commitment and achievements over the years are to
be applauded. Congratulations to our four Service Awards
recipients for their commitment to the Monash BDI and the
university. 
Read more.

PhD student shines at international
hypertension conference
Monash BDI PhD student Giannie Barsha, from the Denton lab,
has won two sought-after awards at the American Heart
Association's (AHA) conference. Ms Barsha received the AHA
Council on Hypertension New Investigator Award for her abstract
on age and sex differences in cardiovascular disease. Her
abstract was one of 700 submitted and was ranked in the top 10
per cent. She went on to win the 2018 Paul Dudley White
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International Scholar Award. Read more.

Biomedical Science Industry Night
The Monash BDI recently held its inaugural Biomedical Science
Industry Night, aimed at connecting students, industry, employers
and alumni. Students could find out first-hand about the vast array
of career opportunities available to them, and network with
representatives from a variety of industries. The event included a
panel discussion on career pathways, with members of the panel
including biomedical science and science alumni and an industry
representative. Panel members offered unique perspectives in
career options, all hailing from different industries and at various
stages in their careers. Read more.

Cancer collaborations and research
showcase
Bringing together experts in the field of cancer research, the
Monash BDI/Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre Joint Research and
Technology Symposium offered an opportunity for researchers
from each institute to establish collaborative linkages with their
peers and showcase their latest research and technology. The
aim of the symposium was to build on the recent establishment of
a formal affiliation between the Monash BDI and Peter Mac and
establish new collaborations, leading to high impact research
outcomes. Read more.

Call for nominations - Awards for Outstanding
Achievement
The Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement celebrate
our success in research and education. These awards reflect the
institute's strategic priorities. If you would like to nominate yourself
or another person/team please read the nomination guidelines
and submit an online application. Nominations are now open and
will close on Monday 5 November. Awards will be presented at
the Monash BDI End of Year celebration on Friday 23
November. Read more. 

Keep Cup Happy Hour
Do you give a frappe? Want to show off your sustainability
credibility while displaying pride for your institute? Take the
plunge and say no to disposable coffee cups. Come along to
Cinque Lire cafe on Tuesday 23 October between 9.30-11.30am
and get a free cup of coffee when you purchase a Monash BDI-
branded Keep Cup. Monash BDI Keep Cups (227ml) will be sold
for the subsidised rate of $11 (Monash Keep Cups $15). For more
information about Monash's sustainability initiatives, visit the
website. 

Industry update

BioMelbourne Network Innovation Week launch breakfast
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Join the local academic and industry community for the official launch of Innovation Week 2018, a
celebration of STEMM innovation and entrepreneurship. BioMelbourne Network's BioBreakfast event will
be held on Monday 12 November at the Royal Society of Victoria.

The theme for this year's Innovation Week launch is 'Making industry partnerships work'. Hear from
university and industry leaders who are at the helm of such partnerships, and can speak to what
structures make for excellent partnerships and what approach produces seamless industry-university
collaborations. 

The Monash BDI Industry Engagement Program will support the registration cost for interested staff and
students to attend this exciting event. If you would like to attend for free, please email the Industry
Engagement Team by Friday 26 October. Places are limited, so be quick!

Event details
Date: Monday 12 November
Time: 7:15 am registration
Venue: The Royal Society of Victoria, 8 La Trobe St, Melbourne
Speakers:

Dr Charlie Day, CEO Office of Innovation and Science
David Mast, Enterprise Sales at IBM Watson Health, GCG and Japan
Prof Linda Kristjanson AO Vice-Chancellor of Swinburne
Peter Rindt, General Manager – Business Development, Bosch
Dr Kathy Nielsen, Director of Commercialisation for Life Sciences, Monash University

For more information on the event, visit the BioMelbourne website.

Events and seminars

We're trialling a streamlined event listing. We welcome feedback at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note we only list events that are likely to be of interest to a majority of our institute's cohort.

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday

Biomedicine Rising Stars
Friday 19 October

Profiling yourself - Using Pure to record the impact of your research
Monday 22 October 

Keep Cup Happy Hour
Tuesday 23 October 

11th International Society for Developmental Origins of Health and Disease (DOHaD) World Congress
Friday 20 October to Tuesday 23 October

Monash Partners presents 'Women in leadership'
Wednesday 24 to Thursday 25 October 
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National Antimicrobial Resistance and Stewardship Forum 2018
Thursday 1 November to Friday 2 November 

MHTP 2018 Research Symposium
Wednesday 7 November to Friday 9 November

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Dr Rosita Shishegar and Dr Shenpeng Li
Thursday 8 November 

Inspired Creativity: When Art Meets Science - Australian Society for Medical Research National Scientific
Conference 
Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 November 

11th ANZSCDB Victorian Cell and Developmental Biology Meeting
Friday 30 November

Lorne Infection & Immunity Conference 2019
Wednesday 20 February to Friday 22 February 2019

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Targeting reactive oxygen species for respiratory infection: Fact or fancy?
(Selemidis S)

Distributed representation of vocalization pitch in marmoset primary auditory cortex
(Zhu S, Allitt B, Samuel A, Lui L, Rosa MGP, Rajan R)

Maternal low-protein diet programmes low ovarian reserve in offspring
(Winship AL, Gazzard SE, Cullen-McEwen LA, Bertram JF, Hutt K)

Discovery of mcr-1-Mediated Colistin Resistance in a Highly Virulent Escherichia coli Lineage
(Yu HH, Li J)

Preassembled GPCR signaling complexes mediate distinct cellular responses to ultralow ligand
concentrations
(Ellisdon AM, Kleifeld O)

Enduring epigenetic landmarks define the cancer microenvironment
(Lawrence MG, Niranjan B, Wang H, Richards M, Nim HT, Papargiris M, Balanathan P, Pedersen J,
Frydenberg M, Taylor RA, Risbridger GP)

Funding and opportunities
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Information from the Faculty Research Office
MRFF/Stroke Foundation ‘Return to life, return to work’ clinical research grants for 2019

Australian Academy of Science – Japan Society for the promotion of Science Postdoctoral Fellowships
2019

Australian Academy of Science – Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships for Foreign Scholars

MRFF – International clinical trial collaborations grants

Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC) – now open

Information from the Monash BDI Research Manager
NHMRC Development Grants

NHMRC new grant program presentation

NHMRC new grant program: recap on eligibility

New NHMRC website

2019 NHMRC Funding Calendar

Global Innovation Linkages program – Round 2

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.
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