
From fungi to hypertension, organoids to escaping mitochondria, our researchers recognised

12 October 2018

It is always gratifying to see our researchers and students recognised on the national and international
stages. This week we have much to celebrate, with five stories of success to share. 

Ana Traven has been awarded the Georgina Sweet Award for Women in Quantitative Biomedical
Science, for her work on fungul pathogenesis. This award will enable Ana to hire a research fellow to
support her research into Candida.

Kate McArthur, from the Kile lab, has taken home first prize at the Centenary Institute's Medical Innovation
Awards. The award recognises her work using lattice light sheet microscopy and EM to visualise mtDNA
being released into the cell where it has the potential to induce an inflammatory response.

Kate Denton, Head of our Cardiovascular Disease Program, has received the International Society of
Hypertension's Award for Excellence for Research in Cardiovascular Health and Disease in Women. This
is the first year this particular award has been offered, and it is a testament to Kate's recognition in the
field that she is the inaugural winner of this esteemed award.

Thierry Jarde, from the Abud lab, was highly successful on his recent trip to Europe - receiving a
fellowship to present his work at the EMBO conference in Germany and an award for his presentation at
the Cambridge International Stem Cell Symposium.

And last but certainly not least, Tracy Heng has been accepted into the Australian Academy of Health and
Medical Science's mentorship program. The first Monash BDI researcher to join this program, Tracy will
become an Associate Member of the Academy, and receive mentoring from an Academy Fellow for the
next three years.   

Congratulations to you all on these amazing achievements!

And just to show we care about sustainability as well, we're taking part in the next Keep Cup Happy Hour,
to be held on Tuesday 23 October at Cinque Lire. Want to reduce your environmental impact while
showing off a cool Monash BDI-branded Keep Cup? Of course you do! Come along to the cafe from 9.30-
11.30am and get a free coffee with your purchase of a Monash BDI Keep Cup (just $11).

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Monash BDI researcher wins coveted award for women scientists
Associate Professor Ana Traven has been honoured by a Georgina Sweet Award for Women in
Quantitative Biomedical Science. Associate Professor Traven was recognised for excellence in her
work on fungal pathogenesis, notably the potentially deadly Candida. A major goal of Associate
Professor Traven's research is to decipher how Candida evades immune destruction, and the prize
will enable her to support a research fellow in her lab to study this problem. Read more.
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Dr Kate McArthur receives 2018 Centenary Institute Medical
Innovation Award
Dr Kate McArthur, an early career researcher from the Kile lab, has been named the winner of the
In Memory of Neil Lawrence Prize at the 2018 Centenary Institute Medical Innovation Awards for
her work on developing a unique system which allows her to video mitochondria inside a cell. Dr
McArthur's work could have practical implications for a wide range of inflammatory and
autoimmune diseases, such as lupus and rheumatoid arthritis. With a record-number of entries
from 36 institutions from across Australia, taking home first prize is an outstanding
achievement. Read more.

News

Professor Kate Denton recognised for 
cardiovascular research 
Professor Kate Denton, Head of the Monash BDI's Cardiovascular 
Disease Program, has recently been awarded the inaugural 
International Society of Hypertension’s Award of Excellence for 
Research in Cardiovascular Health and Disease in Women. This 
award acknowledged Professor Denton’s demonstrated track 
record of excellent research in the field of cardiovascular health 
and disease in women, and her significant contribution to 
advancing knowledge in this area. Read more.

International recognition for stem cell 
scientist 
Dr Thierry Jarde, a research fellow from the Abud lab, has 
recently returned from a successful overseas trip presenting his 
research on organoids at two major conferences. Dr Jarde was 
awarded a highly competitive fellowship to attend and present his 
work at the European Molecular Biology Organization conference 
in Germany. He also received an award for his presentation at the 
Cambridge International Stem Cell Symposium. This
project defined a key niche signal that supports intestinal stem cell 
proliferation and organoid growth. Read more.

Academy mentorship place a first for the 
Monash BDI 
Dr Tracy Heng has become the first Monash BDI scientist to be 
accepted into the Australian Academy of Health and Medical 
Science's mentorship program. Dr Heng will become an Associate 
Member of the Academy for three years and has been paired with 
an Academy Fellow as mentor. Mentors provide independent 
advice and support in career development, succession planning 
and leadership advancement. Dr Heng's lab focuses on 
overcoming the immune barriers to stem cell therapies. 
Read more.
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Keep Cup Happy Hour
Do you give a frappe? Want to show off your sustainability 
credibility while displaying pride for your institute? Take the plunge 
and say no to disposable coffee cups. Come along to Cinque Lire 
cafe on Tuesday 23 October between 9.30-11.30am and get a 
free cup of coffee when you purchase a Monash BDI-branded 
Keep Cup. Monash BDI Keep Cups (227ml) will be sold for the 
subsidised rate of $11 (Monash Keep Cups $15). For more 
information about Monash's sustainability initiatives, visit the 
website. 

Press

Two-headed animals: What causes them and
how common are they?
According to Dr Justin Adams, there may be a biological
explanation for the apparent commonness of two-headed snakes,
in comparison to two-headed mammals. In a recent story featured
on the ABC and MSN News, Dr Adams explained the process that
occurs which results in a two-headed animal, and outlined the
possible reasons for the increased likelihood in reptiles. Dr Adams
said that the high number of reptile offspring and exposure to
environmental factors could be at play.   

Industry update

Pfizer's Centers for Therapeutic Innovation - call for proposal
Please note: contact details have changed

Pfizer's Centers for Therapeutic Innovation (CTI) offer a unique collaboration opportunity for leading
academic centres to partner with Pfizer and rapidly translate novel innovations into new medicines.

CTI collaborations may include:

funded project-related research
hands-on partnering from dedicated Pfizer drug-development experts
collaborative use of Pfizer's science and technologies
financial incentives in the form of milestone and royalty payments for successful program
flexible publishing rights
involvement of CTI's Foundation alliances

A non-confidential two-page overview of the target, mechanism of action, evidence for disease linkage,
and the proposed therapeutic drug, is to be submitted to the Faculty Business Development team by
Friday 2 November via email to mnhs.busdev@monash.edu.

For more information on this opportunity, please see the flyer.
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Micromon single-cell gene expression pilot study program
Reduced pricing for new projects

Single cell gene expression studies, particularly using the 10X Chromium system, are a
particularly well funded area of research. However, it can be difficult to obtain data for grant applications
due to the high cost associated with sample processing. Consequently, Micromon are working
with 10X Genomics (the manufacturer) and Decode Science (the Australian distributor), to support and
assist research groups who are seeking to generate preliminary data for grant applications. 

Samples will be prepared with the 10X Genomics Single Cell 3' Library chemistry
Up to 50 per cent reduction in library construction cost
Limit of four samples (up to 10,000 cells per sample), per project
Must be used for an upcoming grant application to leverage additional funding

The number of applicants for the program are limited, so contact Micromon now for further information!

Events and seminars

We're trialling a streamlined event listing. We welcome feedback at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note we only list events that are likely to be of interest to a majority of our institute's cohort.

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday

Official opening of the Monash Health Data Platform
Monday 15 October

Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Professor Joel Ernst
Monday 15 October

Monday Lunch Live with Misha Ketchell, Editor of The Conversation
Monday 15 October

Monash Metabolism Mini-Symposium
Monday 15 October 

Public lecture: The Obesity Paradox
Monday 15 October

ANZOS & Breakthrough Discoveries 2018 Joint Annual Scientific Meeting
Tuesday 16 to Thursday 18 October

Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Associate Professor Ana Traven
Thursday 18 October

Profiling yourself - Using Pure to record the impact of your research
Monday 22 October 

Platforms update
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Keep Cup Happy Hour
Tuesday 23 October 

Monash Partners presents 'Women in leadership'
Wednesday 24 to Thursday 25 October 

Inspired Creativity: When Art Meets Science - Australian Society for Medical Research National Scientific
Conference 
Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 November 

11th ANZSCDB Victorian Cell and Developmental Biology Meeting
Friday 30 November

Lorne Infection & Immunity Conference 2019
Wednesday 20 February to Friday 22 February 2019

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

1H, 15N and 13C resonance assignments of the C-terminal domain of the P protein of the Nishigahara
strain of rabies virus
(Moseley GW) 

Hyperimmune bovine colostrum reduces gastrointestinal carriage of uropathogenic Escherichia coli
(Larcombe S, Hutton ML, Lyras D)

YoungMito 2018: Report on the 1st International Mitochondria Meeting for Young Scientists
(Lazarou M)

CD8+ T Cell Activation Leads to Constitutive Formation of Liver Tissue-Resident Memory T Cells that
Seed a Large and Flexible Niche in the Liver
(Lahoud MH, Caminschi I)

Large-scale comparative assessment of computational predictors for lysine post-translational modification
sites
(Li F, Li C, Smith AI, Song J)

Unidirectional monosynaptic connections from auditory areas to the primary visual cortex in the marmoset
monkey
(Rosa MGP, Bai S, Chan JM, Wolkowicz IH, Worthy KH, Rajan R)

Funding and opportunities
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Information from the Faculty Research Office
2019 FMNHS Senior and Bridging Postdoctoral Fellowships – applications now open

NBCF International Fellowship Opportunity in Breast Oncology – now open

2019 IBM PhD Fellowship Award program – now open

DAAD Research stays for university academics and scientists from Australia and New Zealand

DAAD Study scholarships for graduates of all disciplines from Australia and New Zealand

DAAD Short-term research grants for doctoral candidates and young academics and scientists from
Australia or New Zealand

Information from the Monash BDI Research Manager
Self-nominate for NHMRC review panels

Self-nominate to be an ARC Detailed Assessor

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2018 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
.

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 
www.bdi-newsletter.com
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