
Slaying 'superbugs': Exploring the frontiers of antimicrobial resistance

12 September 2018

Last week I had the pleasure of chairing a 'superbug' panel discussion at our first ever Monash BDI alumni
event. Together with Dena Lyras, Anton Peleg, Ana Traven and medical sociologist Mark Davis, we
discussed the growing global health problem of antimicrobial resistance, and the ways Monash BDI is
tackling it. With an engaged audience asking compelling questions, this special alumni event was a
resounding success.

The Infection and Immunity Program's Sensory Science Exhibit is going from strength to strength, proving
itself a valuable tool to promote inclusiveness for a diverse community. The team behind the exhibit -
driven by Jamie Rossjohn and Gabby Watson - have picked up an award at the Vice Chancellor's
Diversity & Inclusion Awards. Congratulations to the whole team.

Congratulations also go to John Bertram, Jane Black, Liz Davis, Barbara Kemp-Harper and Dorota
Ferens, who have each received a Dean's Award for Excellence. These awards celebrate outstanding
staff performance within the Faculty, in areas such as research, education and safety. Well done all!  

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Slaying Superbugs: Exploring the frontiers of antimicrobial
resistance
The topic was all things ‘superbugs’ at the Monash BDI's first biomedical science alumni event last
week. A panel of experts assembled to explore the frontiers of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and
answer questions from the audience about this serious global health risk. The panel was chaired
by Professor John Carroll, Director of the Monash BDI and included Monash BDI's Professor Dena
Lyras, Professor Anton Peleg, Associate Professor Ana Traven, and medical sociologist Associate
Professor Mark Davis. The audience were lively and interactive, and questions ranged from the
role of the immune system in the fight against infections to the ways human behaviour influences
AMR. Read more.

News

Outstanding contribution to diversity and 
inclusion
The team behind the Monash BDI Sensory Scientific Exhibit were 
recognised at the recent 2018 Vice Chancellor’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Awards. These awards recognise those who have made 
an outstanding contribution to supporting diversity and fostering 
inclusion at Monash. The team was also recognised for their work 
experience program, aimed at providing members of the blind and 
low vision community with an opportunity to get hands-on 
experience in a biomedical research laboratory. Read more.

Dean's Awards for Excellence
Monash Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences (MNHS) have 
celebrated outstanding staff performance at the Dean’s Awards 
for Excellence. Presented by MNHS Dean Professor Christina 
Mitchell, award categories included excellence in research, 
education, safety, and more. Five members of the Monash BDI 
received four of the 13 awards, a testament to our exceptional 
staff. Recipients included Professor John Bertram, Professor Jane 
Black, Associate Professor Liz Davis, Dr Barbara Kemp-Harper 
and Ms Dorota Ferens. Read more.

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/slaying-superbugs-exploring-the-frontiers-of-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/outstanding-contribution-to-diversity-and-inclusion


10,000 steps - are you up for the challenge? 
The 10,000 Steps Challenge is returning in 2018. Now in its 14th 
year at Monash, the challenge is an excellent way to forget the 
long winter and feel great again. Are you ready to get on
board? This year’s challenge starts on 1 October and runs for 
seven weeks on a virtual tour of the globe. All you need to do is 
gather a team of five, choose a team captain and register yourself 
for the event. Then, clock up 10,000 steps each a day. If you don’t 
have a team, no problem – Monash Health and Wellbeing can find 
one for you!  Registrations close on 14 September. Read more.

Press

Lymph node structural cells rein in human
immune responses
Recent research published in PLOS Biology has been featured on
a number of online news sites, including Brightsurf, Science Daily,
Medical Express, Scicasts and Medical Newser. Led by Monash
BDI's Dr Anne Fletcher and Dr Kostas Knoblich, the team has
turned the spotlight on the structural cells that build and support
the immune-rich environment of lymph nodes. This research may
help to improve immune responses  in situations where T cells
don’t work as well as they should, such as in the elderly and
immunocompromised.

Industry engagement

Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund (Round three)

Call for expressions of interest closing soon

Round three of the Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund (VMRAF) will provide two tiers of
funding, $500,000 and $100,000, matched dollar for dollar, for the translation of early stage health and
medical research into health and economic outcomes.

Universities may only submit five applications per research faculty. As such, MNHS has opened the call
for expressions of interest (EOIs). Applicants must prepare an EOI using this template and submit to the
Faculty Research Office by no later than 5pm on Thursday 13 September.

Please note: The letter of support is not included as part of the EOI shortlisting process, and only
shortlisted applications would draft letter/s of support as part of their final application submission.

The top five MNHS applicants will be advised by Thursday 20 September to proceed with their full
application submission and entry of their application into Pure. Final applications are due to the funder
before 5pm on 3 October.

Find out more here.

https://www.monash.edu/ohs/health-and-wellbeing/physical-health/10,000-steps-challenge
https://www.monash.edu/news/internal/internal-articles/10,000-steps-are-you-up-for-the-challenge?utm_source=The%20Insider&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_term=Sept6&utm_content=button
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.2005046
https://www.brightsurf.com/news/article/090518464833/lymph-node-structural-cells-rein-in-human-immune-responses.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180905124743.htm
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-09-lymph-node-cells-rein-human.html
https://scicasts.com/channels/cell-biology/2091-cell-structure/14247-lymph-node-structural-cells-rein-in-human-immune-responses/
http://www.medicalnewser.com/2018/09/07/lymph-node-structural-cells-exert-control-over-t-cell-responses.html
https://bdi-newsletter.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/victorian-medical-research-acceleration-fund-application-form-august-2018.docx


Events and seminars

We're trialling a streamlined event listing. We welcome feedback at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note we only list events that are likely to be of interest to a majority of our institute's cohort.

ECR shut up and write sessions
Every Monday

NHMRC presenting at Monash
Wednesday 12 September

Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Professor Philip Beales
Thursday 13 September

Webinar on US funding in infectious diseases
Thursday 13 September

Research Training Showcase
Thursday 13 September 

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar: Dr Phillip Ward
Thursday 13 September

Journal of Biological Chemistry editor visit
Friday 14 September

Consumer engagement for researchers
Monday 17 September

Monash BDI Discovery lecture: Professor Gordon S Lynch
Thursday 20 September

Metrics workshops for ECRs
Thursday 20 September | Thursday 27 September

ANZOS & Breakthrough Discoveries 2018 Joint Annual Scientific Meeting
Tuesday 16 to Thursday 18 October

Monash Partners presents 'Women in leadership'
Wednesday 24 to Thursday 25 October 

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/07/11840/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/06/nhmrc-presenting-at-monash/
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1464201/Sept13-Phillip-Beales.pdf
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/07/11843/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/research-training-showcase-tickets-49200506038?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.monash.edu/researchinfrastructure/mbi/news-and-events/mbi-seminars
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/12/11889/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/consumer-engagement-for-researchers-tickets-48543581158
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1468969/Sept20-Gordon-Lynch.pdf
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/06/metrics-workshops-for-ecrs/
http://www.anzos-mdo2018.org/registration-2/


Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Author Correction: Novel inhibitors targeting Venezuelan equine encephalitis virus capsid protein identified
using In Silico Structure-Based-Drug-Design
(Thomas DR, Wagstaff KM, Jans DA)

Twenty years of bioinformatics research for protease-specific substrate and cleavage site prediction: a
comprehensive revisit and benchmarking of existing methods
(Li F, Wang Y, Li C, Revote J, Purcell AW, Pike RN, Ian Smith A, Lithgow T, Daly RJ, Whisstock JC, Song
J)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
CBCF & NBCF Brain and Breast Cancer Research Collaboration Initiative

Australian Academy of Science – Fellowships to attend the Lindau Nobel Laureate Meeting

Cancer Australia Supporting People with Cancer Grant Scheme Initiative Round 11 – internal EOI

Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation 2018 – second round now open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30177745
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30177745
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30184176
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30184176
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/06/cbcf-nbcf-brain-and-breast-cancer-research-collaboration-initiative/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/10/australian-academy-of-science-fellowships-to-attend-the-lindau-nobel-laureate-meeting/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/10/cancer-australia-supporting-people-with-cancer-grant-scheme-initiative-round-11-internal-eoi/
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/09/10/lord-mayors-charitable-foundation-2018-second-round-now-open/
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