
NHMRC Fellowship success for Monash BDI scientists

16 August 2018

 We have another week of fantastic funding news! After a brief hiatus, the NHMRC Fellowships have been
 announced, and six Monash BDI researchers have been successful. I'm sure you will join me in
 congratulating Jian Li (PRF), Zane Andrews (SRF), Stephanie Gras (SRF), as well as Tristan Chaplin,
 Kate McArthur and Nitin Patil who were each awarded ECFs. A fantastic array of world-leading research
 will be funded, addressing global health priorities such as antimicrobial resistance and 'superbugs',
 neurological disease, obesity, viral infections and cell death. 

 And tackling big questions is the topic of this week's highlighted research paper. Lee Wong has been
 working on the challenging question of the role of epigenetics in the development of brain cancer. Lee's
 paper is out in Nature Communications this week. 

 Our pipeline of future researchers and biomedical science students is also in fine shape. Monash Open
 Day was a rousing success. With a theatre packed to the rafters for two information sessions and a
 discussion panel, secondary students and their families streamed through the foyer of the Alexander
 Theatre all day, talking to Monash BDI staff, students and alumni. It was the perfect opportunity to
 showcase the excellence of our biomedical science degrees. Thank you for the huge effort from everyone
 involved in putting on this event.

 Our excellence in education has been well demonstrated by Liz Davis and Barbara Kemp-Harper, who
 have been recognised for their contributions at the latest World Congress of Pharmacology. Liz has been
 named Chair of the IUPHAR Education Section, and Barbara received an Outstanding Early Educator
 Prize. Congratulations Liz and Barbara! 

 Best wishes
 John Carroll

Editor's note: In an event not to be missed (details below), the Monash BDI football team will be taking to
 the field tomorrow in the inaugural inter-institute AFL competition. Best of luck to our energetic band of
 scientists-cum-footy players - including our fearless Director John Carroll! 

In this issue
News | Press | Industry engagement | Events and seminars 

| Publications | Funding and opportunities

Got a story to tell: bdi-news@monash.edu
 Read all stories, this issue and past: www.bdi-newsletter.com 

 Like us on facebook.com/MonashBDI
 Follow us on twitter.com/MonashBDI

 Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
https://bdi-newsletter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MonashBDI/
http://eepurl.com/dAMAXL
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
javascript:;


Monash BDI researchers secure six NHMRC Fellowships
Six Monash BDI researchers have received fellowship grants in the latest round of National Health
 and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) funding announced this week. This funding, totaling
 more than $3 million, will enable these researchers to continue their cutting-edge discovery
 research, and ensure that Monash BDI remains at the forefront of innovative biomedical research
 in Australia. Congratulations to Professor Jian Li, Associate Professors Zane Andrews and
 Stephanie Gras, and Drs Kate McArthur, Nitin Patil and Tristan Chaplin. Read more.

Crowds of prospective students at Open Day 2018
We were turning people away at the door for the biomedical science information sessions at this
 year's Open Day. Prospective students and their parents flocked to the Alexander Theatre on
 Sunday 5 August to hear about the courses on offer, what they would study, and where a
 biomedical science degree could take them in the future. The foyer of the theatre was filled all day
 with interested visitors, and staff, volunteer student representatives and alumni from the Monash
 BDI were on hand to answer questions and represent the institute. Read more.

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-bdi-researchers-secure-six-nhmrc-fellowships


News

Monash researchers make key insight into
 brain cancer biology
 A study by Monash BDI researchers, published in Nature
 Communications, has provided new insights into the biology of
 brain cancer, which may generate future knowledge underpinning
 treatments. The study, led by Associate Professor Lee Wong,
 investigated brain cancer mutations in histone genes, and
 represents a crucial progression from identifying mutations to
 defining a function, building a foundational understanding of the
 biology of brain cancer. Read more.

Pharmacology educators shone at
 international event
Two Monash BDI educators have been honoured at an event held
 as part of the World Congress of Pharmacology, one of the
 largest meetings of pharmacologists globally. Dr Barbara Kemp-
Harper and Associate Professor Liz Davis were recognised for
 their contributions to education at the International Union of Basic
 and Clinical Pharmacology (IUPHAR) event in Japan last
 month. Dr Kemp-Harper was awarded the IUPHAR Outstanding
 Early Educator Prize, while Associate Professor Davis was
 appointed Chair of the IUPHAR Education Section. Read more.

Press

Mysterious mechanism of plant-rotting
 bacterium exposed
 Recent work led by Professor Trevor Lithgow and Dr Rhys
 Grinter has received media coverage. The research, recently
 published in PLOS Biology, has been featured on Science
 Daily, phys.org and Inforsurhoy. The team uncovered important
 insights into a survival mechanism found in the bacterium
 ‘Pectobacterium’, which causes rotting in certain plants. By taking
 protein from its host to survive, this bacterium offers itself as a
 potential biological control agent against weeds. 

Scientists show that highly lethal viruses
 hijack cellular defences against cancer
 Research recently published in Nature Communications, led by
 Monash BDI's Dr Greg Moseley, has featured on a number radio
 stations, including 2GB, 6PR and 5AA, and online new sources
such as Medical Express, Brightsurf, The Asian Age,  MedIndia, 
Scicasts and more. The team discovered that  Henipaviruses 
hijack a mechanism used by cells to counter DNA  damage and 
prevent harmful mutations (important in diseases  like cancer). 
This finding adds insight into how henipaviruses  cause disease, 
and could lead to new targets for antivirals to  treat them. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-05607-5
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Industry engagement

So You Think You Can Pitch? 
 Running again in 2018, So You Think You Can Pitch? is an exciting opportunity is for Monash BDI ECRs.
 Try your hand at pitching your innovative idea with the potential to change the nature of human disease. 

 With $3,000 in prize money - are you up for the challenge?

 To express your interest in entering the competition, please complete the registration form and upload
 your CV here by COB Friday 7 September 2018. Supervisor approval must be obtained for all
 contestants.

 The successful applicants will then be required to develop a five minute non-confidential pitch, with up to
 seven supporting presentation slides. 

 A mentoring session will be held before the competition to assist contestants in developing and refining
 both the content and delivery of their pitch. 

So You Think You Can Pitch? will take place on Thursday 8 November, at the 2018 Monash BDI Industry
 Showcase - an invite only event for the Victorian biotech industry - with guest speaker Dr Amanda
 Caples, Victorian Lead Scientist.

 On the night, the pitches will be judged by a panel of industry experts, including representatives from
 global pharmaceutical companies and biotech entities, on concept and strategy, innovation, translation,
 and communication.

 If you have any queries, please contact the Industry Engagement Team

 Registrations close at COB Friday 7 September 2018. 

 Good luck and happy pitching!

Events and seminars

Monash 3MT Finals
2018 Monash University Three Minute Thesis finals.
Date: Thursday 16 August
Time: 5.30-7.30pm
Location: Marquee outside 21 Chancellors Walk, Clayton campus

Cutting Edge @ the Library
 Researchers from the Monash BDI present the latest in biomedical research at Monash public library 
 branches during National Science Week. Register online.
Thursday 16 August: 7-8pm, Glen Waverley Library
Presenter: Brian Oakley
Topic: Is your brain lying to you? Why you shouldn’t always believe what you think you’re seeing.

Friday 17 August: 7-8pm, Clayton Library
Presenter: Dr Matt Sykes
Topic: The dynamic brain: how experience physically shapes us.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1bp4gU7uSIYyJYgzrfSIGCs-WqVX1TrytFd2nETMPao8
mailto:bdi-industry.engagement@monash.edu


Webinars on US funding in oncology, neuroscience and infectious  
diseases
 Please be informed of three upcoming webinars on US federal funding in the areas of oncology,  
neuroscience and infectious diseases. Video recordings and slides will be made available on the MRO  
website. Questions? Contact Adam Brotchie. 
Thursday 16 August: 4-5pm 
 Topic: Funding research in oncology utilising NIH/DOD and other US resources.
Registration link

Thursday 30 August: 4-5pm
 Topic: Funding research in neuroscience utilising NIH/DOD and other US resources. 
Registration link

Thursday 13 September: 4-5pm
 Topic: Funding research in infectious diseases utilising NIH/DOD and other US resources. 
Registration link

Inter-institute AFL competition
 The Monash BDI AFL team will be taking on WEHI, Peter Mac and LIMS (La Trobe) in a one-day, 
round-robin style tournament.
Date: Friday 17 August 
Time: 11am-5pm
Location: Royal Park, Parkville 
Further information: click here

Faculty workshop for ARC Future Fellowship applicants
 Researchers intending to apply in the upcoming ARC Future Fellowships (FT19) round are invited to  
attend a practical, Q&A-focused workshop on this ARC scheme. Participants are invited to prepare  
specific scenarios for comment and discussion.
Date: Tuesday 21 August
Time: 10-11.30am 
Location: D523, 35 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
Zoom: click here 
RSVP: by 17 August to medicine.research@monash.edu
Further information: click here

School of Biological Sciences seminar
Thursday 23 August: 3.30-4.30pm, Sanson Room G01/G02, 23 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus
Dr James Hudson, Organoid Research Lab, QIMR Berghofer
Topic: Human muscle organoids for drug discovery.
Click here to view the full seminar series.

Monash BDI All Staff Meeting
Join us to hear about the latest research, education and engagement initiatives across the Monash BDI.  
Date: Friday 31 August
Time: 3-4pm
Location: E1, 21 College Walk, Clayton campus

AAHMS Victorian Clinical Science Symposium
Join junior doctors, PhD students, and medical students who are interested in the research-translation  
interface at the symposium Life as a clinical scientist. This symposium will be a great opportunity to  
engage with clinical PhD students about Monash BDI research. 
Date: Saturday 8 September
Time: 8.30am - 5.20pm 
Location: Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
Registration: click here
Further information: view the full program or visit the website

https://monash.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5fb421215411523bece58a4a&id=5d2f3fe1cc&e=535e7251a5
https://monash.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5fb421215411523bece58a4a&id=5d2f3fe1cc&e=535e7251a5
mailto:adam.brotchie@monash.edu
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8987935104143250947
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4770134832715565571
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4085488733308854787
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BDIFootyTeam
https://monash.zoom.us/j/374286413
mailto:medicine.research@monash.edu
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/08/01/faculty-workshop-for-arc-future-fellowship-applicants/


Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar
Thursday 13 September: 12:30-1:30pm, Monash Biomedical Imaging auditorium, 770 Blackburn Road,  
Clayton campus
 Dr Phillip Ward, VESKI Victoria Fellow and Centre Fellow in the ARC Centre of Excellence for Integrative  
Brain Function (CIBF)
 Topic: Neuroimaging of cerebral physiology: Deconvolving the neurological from the vascular.
Click here for more information.

ANZOS & Breakthrough Discoveries 2018 Joint Annual Scientific Meeting
 This conference will feature a diverse and vibrant group of established international and national experts.  
You will have direct access to opinion-leaders, experts and key decision makers which will afford an  
invaluable opportunity to gain knowledge, foster relationships and create networks.
Dates: Tuesday 16 - Thursday 18 October
Speakers: View the full list of invited speakers here
Location: Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, 1 Convention Centre Place, South Wharf,  
Melbourne
Registration: click here
Abstracts: deadline extended to 10 August, click here to submit

Monash BDI Discovery Lectures and Seminars
Thursday 16 August: 12-1pm, M3 lecture theatre, 37 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
 Professor David Kaye, Director, Department of Cardiology, The Alfred Hospital; Head, Heart Failure  
Research Group, Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute
 Topic: Heart failure 2020: in search of a solution.

Tuesday 21 August: 12-1pm, Level 3 seminar room, 15 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus
 Professor Arvind Sehgal, Monash Children’s Hospital, Department of Paediatrics, Monash University  
Topic: Preterm growth restriction and BPD: the vascular hypothesis and related physiology.

Thursday 23 August: 12-1pm M3 lecture theatre, 37 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
 Dr Randall Platt, Biosystems Science and Engineering (D-BSSE) at ETH Zurich
 Topic: In vivo gene editing and genetic screening with CRISPR-Cas systems. 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Movember GAP1 PDX project: An international collection of serially transplantable prostate cancer
 patient-derived xenograft (PDX) models
 (Taylor RA, Risbridger G)

Employing proteomics in the study of antigen presentation: an update
 (Ramarathinam SH, Croft NP, Illing PT, Faridi P, Purcell AW)

Multi-dose 5-Fluorouracil is highly toxic to growing ovarian follicles in mice
 (Stringer JM, Swindells EOK, Zerafa N, Liew SH, Hutt KJ)

Disrupting the Code: Epigenetic Dysregulation of Lymphocyte Function during Infectious Disease and
 Lymphoma Development
 (Di Pietro A, Good-Jacobson KL)

Application of nanodiagnostics and nanotherapy to CNS diseases
 (Wang W, Yu DX, Xiao Z, He Z)

https://www.monash.edu/researchinfrastructure/mbi/news-and-events/mbi-seminars
http://www.anzos-mdo2018.org/invited-speakers/
http://www.anzos-mdo2018.org/registration-2/
http://www.anzos-mdo2018.org/abstracts/


Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
Cancer Council Victoria’s Postdoctoral Fellowships – now open

2018 Mason Foundation ME/CFS research grants – now open

Helen McPherson Smith Trust 2018 One-Off Grants

Notice of Intent – ARC ITRP Research Hubs and Training Centres

Information from the Monash BDI Research Manager
CASS Foundation 2018 Travel Awards Round 2

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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