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I like the idea that every new therapy or medicine that reaches patients is only available because of many
 years of discovery research. It will not be lost on anyone at the Monash BDI that there has been an
 inexorable decline in funding for discovery research in favour of more immediately satisfying applied
 research (see recent articles by Margaret Sheil). Discovery, through translation to the clinic, needs to be
 a well-funded path - but with the realisation that what comes out in the form of new clinical treatments
 (and new companies) will rapidly dry up if the discovery end is starved of funding. The capacity to move
 discoveries into translation and the clinic is arguably better than ever with the Medical Research Future
 Fund and increased funds for commercialisation (MRCF, BioCurate). However, this can only happen with
 a vibrant discovery research environment generating new leads and new targets for development. For
 many years the NHMRC has had to be all things to all researchers, but it now has the chance to swing
 back and fuel the discoveries that will be the next generation of therapies and treatments. Now with
 NHMRC grant rejoinders nearly done, the upcoming panel meetings are where these decisions are
 made, and since we sit on the panels, we are the ones that make the decisions.  

 In research published this week, many congratulations to Jiangning Song and Roger Daly, together
 with a host of Monash BDI and international collaborators, who have developed a new bioinformatic
 approach to predict kinase-specific phosphorylation sites in human proteins. It is regulation of these sites
 that goes wrong in many diseases, such as cancer, so this research will be of great interest to the
 broader research community. 

 We also have some exciting research communication events coming up. Don't forget our special guest
 this morning - ABC's Science Manager Aidan Laverty will be sharing his expertise on how to capture the
 public's imagination with your science stories. With years of experience at the BBC and ABC, Aidan is
 amongst the best there is so make sure you come along to G19, 15 Innovation Walk at 11am today to
 hear about what makes a great science story. 

 And the 2018 MNHS 3MT Finals are on this Thursday (12 July). Two students will be representing
 Monash BDI at the finals - Ranga Siriwardhana and Monica Goney. Please come along and support them
 both! 

 Best wishes
 John Carroll

In this issue
News | Press | Engagement opportunities | Events and seminars 

| Publications | Funding and opportunities

http://eepurl.com/dAMAXL
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=64a070bfcf
javascript:;


Got a story to tell: bdi-news@monash.edu
 Read all stories, this issue and past: www.bdi-newsletter.com 

 Like us on facebook.com/MonashBDI
 Follow us on twitter.com/MonashBDI

 Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

Bioinformatics tool to unearth new pointers to disease
Led by Monash BDI's Professor Roger Daly and Dr Jiangning Song, an international collaboration
 has developed a new bioinformatic tool 'Quokka', which can expose hidden knowledge in data and
 potentially reveal genetic mutations that can lead to diseases such as cancer. Research published
 in Bioinformatics explains how Quokka allows biologists to rapidly and accurately identify kinase-
regulated phosphorylation sites - sites in which proteins are modified to perform different biological
 functions. Aberrant phosphorylation is associated with diseases such as cancer, so the ability to
 detect these sites and their associated kinases will lead to a greater understanding of human
 disease and potentially novel therapeutic approaches. Read more.

News

Monash BDI AFL team wants you
 The Monash BDI AFL team have made it through their first
 training session, not only with all hamstrings intact, but looking
 rather competitive. On Friday 17 August, we play in a round-robin
 tournament of inter-institute footy, fronting up against Walter and
 Eliza Hall Institute, Peter Mac and La Trobe Institute for
 Molecular Science. With a wide range of ages and experience,
 and limited time to develop full fitness, a well-stocked bench is
 important. All welcome to join in the fun, and with only two lab
 heads making the team to date, there is plenty of room at the
 higher end of the age spectrum. Email Blake Mazzitelli or Marris
 Dibley if you dare.
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Press

ISSCR2018: Ricky Lau's perspective
 An article written by Monash BDI PhD student, Ricky Lau, has
 featured on RegMedNet. In the article, Ricky offers his
 perspective of the recent International Society for Stem Cell
 Research 2018 Annual Meeting. From the thrilling poster teasers,
 to the memorable talks from international experts in the field, and
 the Meet the Experts Luncheon, Ricky's experience at the
 meeting left him inspired and excited about his own research.
 "The meeting has made me ready to get back to the lab and
 explore" said Ricky.     

Broad interests reap benefits for science
 The journal Science asked a group of young scientists how broad
 interests benefit their science. Scientists with a variety of hobbies
 responded that their extracurricular activities have enhanced a
 wide range of skills, from creativity to communication to
 resilience. Monash BDI PhD student from the Borg lab, Melissa
 Sweeney, gave insights from balancing her research with playing
 the saxophone. "Just like science, music requires precision,
 teamwork, and an ability to think about what you're creating and
 what you want to show."

Engagement opportunities

National Science Week - volunteers needed
 The Monash BDI is opening its doors during National Science
 Week (11-19 August). As part of the theme 'Game changers and
 change makers', we are offering lab tours and interactive
 activities to school students and the general public. Any Monash
 BDI researchers and students can be involved. If you would like
 to participate, or want to find out more about what's on offer,
click here.

Events and seminars

Science sells: the world wants to know your story
 Ever wondered what it takes to capture the public's imagination when talking about your science? This is
 a rare chance to hear directly from renowned storyteller and executive producer of ABC's Catalyst, Aidan
 Laverty.
Date: Wednesday 11 July
Time: 11am-12pm
Location: G19, 15 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus
Further information: click here 
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2018 Faculty 3MT final
 One thesis, three minutes. Come and support our Monash BDI finalists at the Faculty of Medicine,
 Nursing and Health Sciences 3MT finals. 
Date: Thursday 12 July
Time: 1:30-3:30pm
Location: S9 (Science lecture theatre), 16 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
Further information: click here

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar series
 Thursday 12 July: 12:30-1:30pm, MBI Auditorium, 770 Blackburn Road, Clayton
 Dr Ian Harding, NHMRC Early Career Research Fellow at the Monash Institute of Cognitive and Clinical
 Neurosciences and Monash Biomedical Imaging
 Topic: Imaging neuroinflammation in neurodegenerative diseases.
Click here for more information

Open House Melbourne
 More than 220 buildings around Melbourne will be opening their doors on 28-29 July, offering visitors the
 opportunity to directly experience design and architectural excellence not always available to the public.
 Monash University and the Monash BDI are getting involved. Click here for Monash's program and here
 for the full Open House Melbourne program.

Monash BDI Discovery Lectures and Seminars
Thursday 12 July: 12-1pm, M3 lecture theatre, 37 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
 Dr Jenny Gunnersen, Department of Anatomy and Neuroscience, University of Melbourne
 Topic: Molecular regulators of synapse development and maintenance. 

Tuesday 17 July: 12-1pm, Level 3 seminar room, 15 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus
 Dr Song Yao, Florey Department of Neuroscience and Mental Health, University of Melbourne
 Topic: The role of central cytokines in mediating increases in sympathetic nerve activity in hypertension
 and heart failure.

Thursday 19 July: 12-1pm, M3 lecture theatre, 37 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
 Professor Michael Bassik, Department of Genetics at Stanford University
 Topic: Development of High-Throughput Functional Genomics Tools to Study Drug Interactions and
 Mechanisms of Cellular Uptake.

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Diverse bacterial species contribute to antibiotic-associated diarrhoea and gastrointestinal damage
 (Larcombe S, Hutton ML, Abud HE, Lyras D)

The Stk35 locus contributes to normal gametogenesis and encodes a lncRNA responsive to oxidative
 stress
 (Miyamoto Y, Whiley PAF, Goh HY, Wong C, Higgins G, McMenamin P, Mayne L, Loveland KL)
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Ablation of tau causes an olfactory deficit in a murine model of Parkinson's disease
 (Padman BS, Lazarou M)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
2018 Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer – Career Catalyst Research Award (LOI) – now open

MND Research Institute of Australia 2018 Funding Round - now open

Australian Friends of Tel Aviv University – Monash University (‘AFTAM’) Research Collaboration Awards –
 Round 5 - now open

2018 Dementia Australia Grants Program Round 2 - now open

Premier’s Awards for Health and Medical Research - now open

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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