
Professor Iain Clarke awarded Order of Australia

20 June 2018

As far as accolades go, it doesn't get much bigger than getting a nod from the Queen. I am delighted that
Iain Clarke has been named a Member of the General Division (AM) in the 2018 Queen's Birthday
Honours list. Iain has been a true leader in the field of neuroendocrinology and was Head of the
Department of Physiology for about 10 years. I'm sure you'll join me in congratulating Iain on his Order of
Australia. 

I would also like to congratulate Paul Wood for his Order of Australia. Paul hails from AusBiotech, and is
an adjunct associate professor here at the Monash BDI, contributing to commercialisation training for our
PhD students. You can read AusBiotech's full story about Paul here.  

In research news, congratulations to Nicole La Gruta and Kylie Quinn, whose work is published in Cell
Reports today. Their research explores the impact of ageing on T cells, which has implications on these
cells' ability to fend off diseases as we get older - very apt for my current predicament! 

Another major event in the Monash BDI calendar got underway last week, with the inaugural Monash BDI
Graduate Student Symposium. This two-day event was a great success, featuring talks, posters, careers
sessions and the Monash BDI 3MT finals - you can find out who will be representing the Monash BDI at
the Faculty 3MT finals (Thursday 12 July) by reading the story below.

Finally, I very much enjoyed hosting the public lecture from EMBL Director General Professor Iain Mattaj.
Professor Mattaj spoke about the global impact of life sciences research, and EMBL's unique research
model. The Q&A session had great engagement from teachers, honours students and many others -
thanks to those who braved the extreme weather to get to this event!

Best wishes
John Carroll
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Professor Iain Clarke awarded Order of Australia 
Congratulations to former Head of Physiology and Monash BDI researcher, Professor Iain Clarke,
who has been awarded an Order of Australia in the 2018 Queen's Birthday Honours list. Professor
Clarke is now a Member of the General Division (AM), recognised for significant service to
medicine in the field of endocrinology and neurendocrinology, and to medical research into
reproductive biology. In addition to his research contributions, Professor Clarke has
been recognised for his community support activities. Read more.

Monash research provides insights into why older people respond
poorly to cancer treatment
A new study from Monash BDI's Professor Nicole La Gruta and Dr Kylie Quinn, published today in
the journal Cell Reports, may have found a group of immune cells that increase in number with age
but are too worn out to fight off diseases. The accumulation of dysfunctional virtual memory T cells,
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in addition to the loss of true naïve T cells, may explain why older people have reduced immune
responses to cancer and vaccines, and why cancer immunotherapy is less successful in the
elderly. This understanding of the impact of ageing on these T cells may enable researchers to
tailor cancer immunotherapy specifically for the needs of an older patient's immune system. 
Read more.

News

Life science research to tackle societal
challenges: EMBL’s perspective
On a rainy Melbourne evening, visiting EMBL Director General
Professor Iain Mattaj shared how his institution’s unique model of
giving the most talented, ambitious and curious young scientists
the freedom to research what they are passionate about has led
to ground-breaking scientific discoveries that have benefited
society. Following Professor Mattaj's compelling presentation was
a candid Q&A led by Monash BDI Director Professor John
Carroll. Read more.

Success at inaugural graduate student
symposium
The inaugural Monash BDI Graduate Student Symposium offered
our PhD students a chance to step back and see how they form
part of the institute’s research engine – working towards making
discoveries that will have a positive impact on people’s health. It
also offered them the opportunity to learn more about each other’s
research and be inspired by their colleagues’ work. The
Symposium included compelling talks, the institute's 3MT
competition, poster presentations and a careers panel. 
Read more.

Press

Brain study shows you like hot chips even if
you believe you don't
Monash BDI's Associate Professor Zane Andrews offered
commentary on a recent study from Yale University, which
demonstrates that our brains pleasure systems kick into overdrive
when presented with a combination of carbohydrates and fats.
This study was reported in The Age, Sydney Morning Herald and
close to 50 syndicated news sites. Associate Professor Andrews
was also interviewed by Channel 7 News. You can view the news
clip here.
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Co-Create Knowledge for Pharma Innovation with Takeda - Australian
launch
Global pharmaceutical company Takeda is bringing their open innovation platform Co-Create Knowledge
for Pharma Innovation with Takeda (COCKPI-T) to Australia in 2018. 

Researchers are invited to submit innovative ideas related to therapeutic targets and technologies for drug
discovery in their areas of interest: neuroscience, gastroenterology, oncology and regenerative medicine. 

The COCKPI-T program is looking for early stage research needing further concept-validation study. If
successful, up to $100,000AUD will be awarded for one year.

Submissions must be non-confidential in nature, and are required to be reviewed by the Faculty MNHS
Business Development team. Review deadline Friday 6 July 2018.

Applications then due to the funder by Monday 16 July 2018.

Further information on the opportunity can be found here. 

Platforms update

Monash Biomedical Proteomics Facility (MBPF)

Monash Biomedical Proteomics Facility (MBPF) - in collaboration with Darren Creek and his team at the
Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences - has implemented all required methodologies and
technologies to identify and quantify metabolites and lipids across a broad range of biological samples.

This means that MBPF can now provide comparative measurements of metabolites involved in central
metabolic pathways (such as amino acid, carbohydrate, lipid, nucleotide and cofactor metabolism), as well
as untargeted detection and identification of significant molecular features that may represent novel
biomarkers or biochemical phenotypes in cell cultures, tissues, biofluids or other sample types. The facility
has also acquired expertise in stable isotope labelled workflows that enable functional studies of metabolic
pathways, targeted analyses for quantitative metabolite measurements, and identification of protein-bound
ligands. 

Specialised lipidomics methods are also in place for untargeted analysis of all hydrophobic metabolites or
semi-targeted analysis of specific lipid classes such as steroids or sphingolipids. These analyses are
suited for investigation of lipid biochemistry in cell or animal models, and for biomarker discovery in clinical
samples.

MBPF looks forward to working with you on your metabolomics and lipidomics projects. 

For more information, visit the MBPF website or contact Scientific Director Dr Ralf Schittenhelm.
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Cryoz18 
This year, the Monash Ramaciotti Centre will be hosting the first Australian Microscopy & Microanalysis 
Society cryo-EM meeting. 
Date: Friday 22 June
Time: 8:30am-5:30pm
Location: S1 lecture theatre, Monash University, Clayton campus
Registration: Click here. Participation is free, but please sign up as a AMMS member ($25 student/$50 
individual subscription). 

Women in leadership 2018 program
Inspiring, encouraging and supporting women in healthcare and research to reach their full career 
potential, this program will explore equal opportunity, capacity, capability building and strategic career 
planning, as well as providing supportive networks and partnerships. 
Date: 26-27 June
Time: 9am-5pm
Location: Seminar Room 1, The Alfred Centre, 99 Commercial Road, Melbourne
Registration: click here

Are you ready to publish in Cell?
Dr Elena Porro, Senior Deputy Editor of Cell and Editorial Director at Cell Press, will provide insight into 
what Cell is looking for, their editorial process and answer your questions. 
Date: Wednesday 27 June
Time: 2:30-3:30pm 
Location: S4 lecture theatre, 16 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
Advance questions: click here to submit a question in advance
Meet the Editor: an opportunity for a select group of researchers to discuss their recent groundbreaking 
findings with Dr Porro. Contact bdi-research@monash.edu for more information and to register your 
interest.

The Graeme Clark Oration 2018
Professor Paula T. Hammond, David H. Koch Chair Professor of Engineering and Head of the 
Department of Chemical Engineering, MIT.
Topic: Nanomedicine Comes of Age: How Engineered Materials Are Transforming Medical Treatment 
Date: Wednesday 4 July 2018
Time: 6:15-7:30pm
Location: Plenary 3, Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, 1 Convention Centre Place, South 
Wharf, Melbourne
More information and registration: click here 

Monash BDI Discovery Lectures and Seminars
Thursday 21 June: 12-1pm, H3 lecture theatre, 20 Chancellors Walk, Clayton campus
Professor Arnold Kriegstein, Eli and Edythe Broad Center of Regeneration Medicine and Stem Cell 
Research, UCSF
Topic: A repertoire of neural stem cells in the developing human neocortex.

Wednesday 27 June: 1:15-2:15pm, Level 3 seminar room, 15 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus 
Professor Karl Kuchler, Medical University Vienna, Max F. Perutz Laboratories, Center for Medical 
Biochemistry, Campus Vienna Biocenter
Topic: Fungal Pathogen-Host Interactions –The Winner Takes it All.

Thursday 28 June: 12-1pm, M3 Lecture Theatre, 37 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
Professor Peter Shepherd, University of Auckland and Maurice Wilkins Centre
Topic: Role of adherens junction associated proteins in regulating vesicle trafficking processes important 
in controlling energy metabolism.
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Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

The immunoproteasome inhibitor ONX-0914 regulates inflammation and expression of contraction
associated proteins in myometrium
(Parkington HC)

Macrophage migration inhibitory factor is required for NLRP3 inflammasome activation
(Traore DAK, Wilce MCJ)

A function-blocking PAR4 antibody is markedly antithrombotic in the face of a hyperreactive PAR4 variant
(Thalmann C, Sleeman MW)

The therapeutic effect of mesenchymal stem cells on pulmonary myeloid cells following neonatal
hyperoxic lung injury in mice
(Al-Rubaie A, Wise AF, Sozo F, De Matteo R, Samuel CS, Harding R, Ricardo SD)

Pulmonary Pharmacokinetics of Colistin following Administration of Dry Powder Aerosols in Rats
(Li J)

Fine-mapping of prostate cancer susceptibility loci in a large meta-analysis identifies candidate causal
variants
(Risbridger G)

Association analyses of more than 140,000 men identify 63 new prostate cancer susceptibility loci
(Risbridger GP)

iProt-Sub: a comprehensive package for accurately mapping and predicting protease-specific substrates
and cleavage sites
(Song J, Li F)

Enhanced Growth and Activities of the Dominant Functional Microbiota of Chicken Manure Composts in
the Presence of Maize Straw
(Li J)

Publications
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Information from the Monash BDI
The ARC, NHMRC and Universities Australia have combined to create a new Australian Code for the
Responsible Conduct of Research and the Guide to Managing and Investigating Potential Breaches of the
Code, 2018. The 2018 Code presents eight clear principles of responsible research and 29 key
responsibilities for researchers and institutions. The Investigation Guide describes processes for
managing and investigating potential breaches of the 2018 Code that can be applied to the range of
research contexts in Australia.

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2018 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
can unsubscribe here. Please note members of Monash BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to

us by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue. 
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For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue, visit 
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Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office
2019 Canada Gairdner International Awards – Call for nominations

Reminder important note: Release of NHMRC Project Grant Rebuttals

Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision – The Gunn Family Fellowship

Nominations for the 2018 GSK Award for Research Excellence – Applications closing soon
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