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It is apt that in the week Monash is ranked Australia's most innovative university for the second year
 running that I can report on the success of our Creating impact: industry-academia engagement
 symposium. A culture of accelerating the translation of discoveries by partnering with industry is central to
 the Monash BDI strategy. With industry funding now representing 33 per cent of our total research
 revenue (up from 12 per cent in 2014), and a number of exciting announcements currently embargoed,
 the environment at Monash is clearly working. Many thanks to Lauren Kelly and Mark Sleeman for
 arranging the symposium!

 There are a number of events and initiatives in the next couple of weeks that I would like to make sure
 everyone is engaged with: 

EMBL Director General Professor Iain Mattaj public lecture: EMBL, in partnership with Monash
 BDI, is holding a public lecture for Iain Mattaj at Deakin Edge on Wednesday 13 June. The topic is
 how life science research contributes to tackling global societal challenges. Great opportunity for
 a lab outing to see how one of the world's leading scientific organisations does it! All welcome!
The new Monash BDI ECR mentoring program: see below for how to register as a mentor or
 mentee - the program starts with training for mentees on Monday 18 June. 
The inaugural Monash BDI Graduate Student Symposium: this promises to be the best conference
 you will attend this year. A great way for PhD students to develop critical communication skills,
 and an outstanding format for realising collaborative potential across the Monash BDI. 
...and don't miss the monthly Monash BDI Rising Stars seminar today at 3.30pm - Kylie Quinn and
 Brent Neumann are on the program!

Finally, congratulations to Amanda Ton - a first year PhD student in Helen Abud's lab - for receiving the
 Yvonne Aitken Scholarship. This scholarship recognises female students who have overcome significant
 challenges during their education. Amanda has lupus, an inflammatory condition, and it is wonderful to
 see her passion for research supported in this way. 

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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Creating impact: industry-academia engagement symposium
Outstanding research is part of everyday life here at the Monash BDI. In order for this great
 research to create impact outside of the lab, it is imperative for researchers to know who to turn to
 when seeking advice regarding commercialisation and industry engagement. A special event last
 week provided clarity about Monash’s industry engagement framework, encouraged collaboration
 and gave attendees the opportunity to hear success stories from some of their peers. Read more.

News

Living with lupus drives PhD student to
 pursue biomedical career
 Amanda Ton, a Monash BDI first year PhD student in Associate  
Professor Helen Abud’s lab has been awarded the Yvonne Aitken  
Scholarship by Graduate Women Victoria. This scholarship  
recognises Amanda's perseverance in her education and work in  
research, despite the systemic lupus erythematosus she  
developed in secondary school, and will support her work on a  
project investigating the potential role of a family of proteins in the  
regulation of stem cells that maintain and replenish the intestinal  
lining. Read more.
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Press

Exploring life science partnerships
The Monash BDI, and Monash University more broadly, is  
committed to expanding research collaborations internationally in  
order to combine strengths in biomedical science and support the  
translation of biomedical research to benefit the globalpopulation. 
Two members of the Monash BDI attended a joint  Monash and 
Newcastle University event in Singapore, which  aimed to build 
academic and commercial collaborative links  between the UK, 
Australia and South East Asia. Read more.

It takes a village: how researchers built their
 own microscope to decipher 'superbugs' 
Monash BDI's Professor Trevor Lithgow has appeared in the  
media recently, discussing his team's custom-built super-
microscope capable of seeing the actual building blocks of  
bacterial cell walls. Professor Lithgow was interviewed by SBS  
News, and reports of his Cell Reports paper appeared in Science 
Daily, BrightSurf, Phys.org and The Times of India. The super-
microscope will help provide researchers with key knowledge to  
disarm "superbug" resistance to the immune system.

Events and seminars

Biomedicine Rising Stars seminar
 Showcasing research success at the Monash BDI, this monthly event features two ECRs and is followed 
 by a social mixer as an opportunity to meet other researchers and enhance collaborations. All are 
 welcome. 
Date: Wednesday 6 June
Time: 3:30-4:30pm (4:30-5:30pm social mixer)
Locations: S4 science lecture theatre, 16 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
More information: click here

Monash Biomedical Imaging seminar series
Thursday 7 June: 12:30-1:30pm, MBI Auditorium, 770 Blackburn Road, Clayton 
 Dr Sharna Jamadar, Monash Biomedical Imaging Monash Institute for Cognitive and Clinical 
 Neurosciences  
 Topic: Towards multimodal imaging of cognitive reserve: development of simultaneous MR-PET for the 
 study of cognitive reserve in healthy ageing. 
Click here for more information.

Life science research to tackle societal challenges: EMBL's perspective 
Excellent science cannot be achieved in isolation. To solve the big questions in biomedicine and 
 anticipate the challenges of tomorrow, we need more sophisticated technology and researchers from 
 different backgrounds and countries working together to address these issues. Come along to hear from 
 EMBL Director General Professor Iain Mattaj on this topic. 
Date: Wednesday 13 June
Time: 6:15-7:15pm
Location: Deakin Edge Auditorium, Federation Square, Melbourne
Registration: click here

https://www.monash.edu/research/infrastructure/news-and-events/news/2018/monash-and-newcastle-universities-offer-united-research-strengths-to-south-east-asia
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/super-microscope-to-help-stop-superbugs
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/super-microscope-to-help-stop-superbugs
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/fulltext/S2211-1247(18)30671-5
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/05/180529132104.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/05/180529132104.htm
https://www.brightsurf.com/news/article/052918457601/it-takes-a-village.html
https://phys.org/news/2018-05-villagehow-built-microscope-decipher-superbugs.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/how-superbugs-build-wall-against-immune-system-decoded/articleshow/64399188.cms
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2018/05/29/the-biomedicine-rising-stars-seminar/
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1378275/Sharna-Jamadar-Seminar_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/life-science-research-to-tackle-societal-challenges-embls-perspective-tickets-46310539069?mc_cid=74b774e3fe&mc_eid=1ac412f8a2


Monash BDI Early Career Researcher mentoring program launch
(mentees)
As an Early Career Researcher, do you feel that some areas of your career development are like a “black  
box”? Would you like to learn from senior researchers about how they progressed in their careers to  
become successful Group Leaders? This event is open to ECRs interested in participating as mentees in  
the mentoring program. The event will include a workshop, a Q&A session and a networking lunch. Date: 
Monday 18 June 
Time: 9-1pm
More information and registration: click here

Women in leadership 2018 program
 Inspiring, encouraging and supporting women in healthcare and research to reach their full career  
potential, this program will explore equal opportunity, capacity, capability building and strategic career  
planning, as well as providing supportive networks and partnerships. 
Date: 26-27 June
Time: 9am-5pm
Location: Seminar Room 1, The Alfred Centre, 99 Commercial Road, Melbourne
Registration: click here

Monash BDI Discovery Lectures and Seminars
Thursday 7 June: 12-1pm, H3 lecture theatre, 20 Chancellors Walk, Clayton campus
 Professor Mark Dawson, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
 Topic: Molecular mechanisms governing sensitivity and resistance to epigenetic therapies.

Tuesday 12 June: 12-1pm, Level 3 seminar room, 15 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus
 Dr Indrajit Das, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute, Brisbane
 Topic: Host and tumour cell intrinsic CD155 regulates tumorigenesis.

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Minimal Information About an Immuno-Peptidomics Experiment (MIAIPE)
 (Purcell A)

Whole genome analysis reveals the diversity and evolutionary relationships between necrotic enteritis-
causing strains of Clostridium perfringens
 (Lacey JA, Vezina B, Stent T, Han X, Rood JI, Seemann T, Johanesen PA, Lyras D, Moore RJ)

Heterogeneity of renal cortical oxygenation: seeing is believing
 (Evans RG, Ow CPC)
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A Comparison of Composition and In Vitro Activity of Polymyxin B Products
 (Li J)

Setting the pace for labour
 (Parkington HC, Coleman HA, Brenneck SP)

Substrate Locking Promotes Dimer-Dimer Docking of an Enzyme Antibiotic Target
 (Atkinson SC, Reboul CF, Buckle AM)

Electrical-assisted microinjection for analysis of fertilization and cell division in mammalian oocytes and
 early embryos
 (Carroll J)

Inflammasomes: a novel therapeutic target in pulmonary hypertension?
 (Scott TE, Kemp-Harper BK)

Nucleocytoplasmic Trafficking of Dengue Non-structural Protein 5 as a Target for Antivirals
 (Jans DA, Martin AJ)

PhosContext2vec: a distributed representation of residue-level sequence contexts and its application to
 general and kinase-specific phosphorylation site prediction
 (Song J, Whisstock JC)

Gene editing of stem cells for kidney disease modelling and therapeutic intervention
 (Lau RWK, Wang B, Ricardo SD)

Testing of therapies in a novel nebulin nemaline myopathy model demonstrate a lack of efficacy
 (Ramm G)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Monash BDI
Medical Research Future Fund update
The Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) presents new opportunities for funding health and medical
 research, with more than $1 billion in funding committed over the 2018-2021 period. The MNHS Faculty
 Research Office has compiled a summary of the announced MRFF funding schemes with background
 information on the main programs, and have committed to maintaining an MRFF update intranet page.
 We encourage you to bookmark this page.  

Monash BDI Early Career Researcher mentoring program
Interested in registering for the Monash BDI ECR mentoring program as either a mentor or mentee?
 Follow this link to find out more, download the program guidelines and register for the program. 

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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