
Eradicating cancer and engaging in science with the blind and low vision community

24 May 2018

 Biomedical challenges are not isolated to a single country but are global in their reach, so it follows that
 international partners and collaborators are an essential part of the solution. An outstanding example of
 this is Gail Risbridger's new US Department of Defense funded project, which is a collaborative effort
 between Monash BDI, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and Johns Hopkins University.
 Something tells me that with this team in place, their target - previously incurable prostate cancers - will
 soon be a thing of the past. Many congratulations to Gail and the team. 

 I often talk about the beauty of science, whether it be intellectual, conceptual or even visual beauty,
 science has something for everyone. The question posed by our Infection and Immunity Program was
 how can the beauty of science be communicated to the blind and low vision community? The result of
 asking a great question is a highly creative answer, which is a Sensory Scientific Exhibition and
 Discovery Day to be hosted by the Monash BDI on Thursday 31 May. The half-day event will include
 tactile, sound, olfactory and low vision accessible displays and exhibits, covering a range of topics
 including learning about bacterial and viral infection, antibiotic resistance, vaccination, immune cells and
 the defence mechanisms they employ, and immunology of the eye. Please share the details below with
 anyone you know who may wish to attend.  

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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Bold move to tackle prostate cancer 
Monash BDI's Professor Gail Risbridger has received a United States Department of Defense
 grant to participate in an ambitious project aimed at eradicating incurable prostate cancer.
 Professor Risbridger is a partnering Principal Investigator in a three-year project which will identify
 what combination of drugs can eradicate prostatic tumours. This collaborative project will pool the
 expertise and findings of three research programs across the world, thereby maximising
 the benefit for patients. Read more.

News

Bringing the magic of biomedical research to
 the low vision community
 Monash BDI's Infection and Immunity Program is hosting a  
Sensory Scientific Exhibition and Discovery Day on 31 May.  
Specifically geared towards engaging the blind and low vision  
community with biomedical research, this event will include tactile  
3D models, 2D graphic and olfactory displays large print and  
braille formats. Click here to find out more about the event, and  
read the article recently published in The Age, Sydney Morning  
Herald and more.
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Four female scientists leading the way for 
women
Women have come a long way on many fronts during the past  
century. In the age of innovation, however, they remain  
significantly underrepresented in science. Monash BDI's Dr  
Stephanie Simonds, who was one of four female 
scientistsrecently awarded L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in 
Science 2017  Australian fellowships, has featured in an article 
published in  Vogue. Dr Simonds researches the links between 
cardiovascular  disease and obesity.

Industry engagement

Register now for the Creating impact: industry-academia engagement 
symposium! 

It's not too late to register for this jam-packed symposium. We will delve into how to access industry 
engagement support, outlining who you need to speak to and when for intellectual property 
considerations, partnering, funding opportunities, contracts, and legal assistance. Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(Enterprise), Sarah Newton, will share the enterprise strategy for the university, and announce two 
exciting new initiatives currently in development. 

This is a not to be missed event covering everything you need to know about commercialising your 
discoveries. In a panel discussion, fellow researchers will share their experiences of this journey and 
describe how their commercialisation capacity was increased through cross-functional collaboration.

Event details:
Date: Monday 28 May
Time: 12-5pm
Location: G31, 19 Ancora Imparo Way, Clayton campus 
Registration: click here for more information and to register (registrations close Friday 25 May)

Questions? Contact: bdi-industry.engagement@monash.edu 

We hope to see you there!

Events and seminars

Creating impact: industry-academia engagement symposium
This event will delve into how to access industry engagement support, outlining who you need to speak to  
and when for intellectual property considerations, partnering, funding opportunities, contracts, and legal  
assistance. 
Date: Monday 28 May
Time: 12-5pm
Location: G31, 19 Ancora Imparo Way, Clayton campus
Registration: click here (closing Friday 25 May)

Press
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Sensory Scientific Exhibition and Discovery Day 
Our Infection and Immunity Program is hosting an event designed for a blind and low vision audience to 
learn about the marvels and curiosities of the human body and its defence system through sound, 3D  
models, hands-on activities and tactile displays. 
Date: Thursday 31 May
Time: 8.45am-1pm
Location: Room G54, 19 Ancora Imparo Way, Clayton campus
Registration: This is a free event, but booking is essential. Click here.

Ten rules for the presentation and interpretation of data in publications
Professor David Vaux is an internationally acclaimed scientist who has a passion for research integrity.  
Come join us for a thought-provoking and entertaining session with Professor Vaux as he presents  
several examples of questionable published scientific findings (some of which are published in prestigious  
journals), and learn how to pick which papers are worth reading. If you are a PhD or honours student, this  
is a presentation not to be missed. 
Date: Thursday 31 May
Time: 2-3.30pm
Location: S4 lecture theatre, 16 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus

Australian Society for Medical Research (ASMR) Student Symposium 
The 9th annual ASMR Victorian Student Research Symposium is a great on opportunity for all Victorian  
medical research students to present their work, hear from some of Victoria's top medical researchers  and 
network with fellow students. Participating students foster collaborations and network, increasing the  
awareness of the expertise and research being conducted around Victoria. During the symposium,  
research students participate in oral or poster presentations, as well as the popular ‘3 minute thesis’  styled 
presentations. 
Date: Friday 1 June
Time: 8am-6pm
Location: Royal Melbourne Hospital Function Centre, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Parkville Registration: 
click here for further information and to register.

Monash BDI Graduate Student Symposium 2018
To celebrate the impact made by the research of more than 270 PhD students, the Monash BDI Graduate  
Student Committee is proud to present the inaugural Monash BDI Graduate Student Symposium. This is  a 
two-day conference for BDI PhD students to present their latest research to a cross-disciplinary  scientific 
audience. 
Date: 12-13 June 
Location: South 1 lecture theatre, 43 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
Registration: click here (closing Friday 25 May)

Women in leadership 2018 program
Inspiring, encouraging and supporting women in healthcare and research to reach their full career  
potential, this program will explore equal opportunity, capacity, capability building and strategic career  
planning, as well as providing supportive networks and partnerships. 
Date: 26-27 June
Time: 9am-5pm
Location: Seminar Room 1, The Alfred Centre, 99 Commercial Road, Melbourne
Registration: click here

Monash BDI Discovery Lectures and Seminars
Thursday 24 May: 12-1pm, M3 Lecture theatre, 37 Rainforest Walk, Clayton campus
Professor Quentin J Pittman, Physiology and Pharmacology at the University of Calgary, the Hotchkiss  
Brain Institute and the Snyder Institute for Chronic Disease, University of Calgary 
Topic: Hot baby - how early life inflammation programs the brain.
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Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Investigating Cytochrome P450 specificity during glycopeptide antibiotic biosynthesis through a
 homologue hybridization approach
 (Greule A, Cryle MJ)

Contribution of the residue at position 4 within classical nuclear localization signals to modulating
 interaction with importins and nuclear targeting
 (Thomas DR, Wagstaff KM, Jans DA)

The capacity of oocytes for DNA repair
 (Stringer JM, Winship A, Liew SH, Hutt K)

Hexarelin treatment preserves myocardial function and reduces cardiac fibrosis in a mouse model of
 acute myocardial infarction
 (Royce S, Samuel CS)

Personalizing Polymyxin B Dosing Using an Adaptive Feedback Control Algorithm
 (Li J)

Escape of Hepatitis C Virus from Epitope I Neutralization Increases Sensitivity of Other Neutralization
 Epitopes
 (Gu J, Hardy J, Vietheer P, Poumbourios P, Coulibaly F, Drummer HE)

Functional screening of selective mitochondrial inhibitors of Plasmodium
 (García-Bustos JF)

MicroRNAs as potential therapeutics to enhance chemosensitivity in advanced prostate cancer
 (Daly RJ)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
2018 Prizes & Awards Calendar – May to July

The HCF Research Foundation Grants Expression of Interest Program – now open

MRO Linkage Applicant Development Service (LADS) now available 

2018 Faculty of Science and Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences Interdisciplinary Research
 Seed Funding Scheme - closing soon
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Information from the Monash BDI
Apply to present your big idea at IMPACT7

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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