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 Research and education are inextricably linked and we are extremely proud of the excellent teaching and
 training that so many of our staff are engaged in. Congratulations to everyone who won awards at the
 recent MSA Teaching Awards - see main story - but a special mention goes out to multi-year award
 winners Ramesh Rajan and Ari Pinar.

 This week we submitted our response to the NHMRC's consultation on peer review. One of many points
 we made was that more reliable decisions could be made if a larger number of high quality assessments
 were used to score grants. As an exemplar of peer review it is a great pleasure to congratulate Chen
 Davidovich for his commitment to the cause and being rewarded with a place on the 2017 NHMRC
 honour roll for most outstanding external assessors for 2017. 

 Finally, it's time to get your research projects into Supervisor Connect. We started the drive to attract
 international students to the BDI and now the Faculty will be promoting this new supervisor-research
 project matchmaking tool internationally. Some of our most 'time-poor' researchers have entered their
 projects (it is relatively painless!) and are receiving student enquiries already.

 Best wishes
 John Carroll

In this issue
News | Press | Industry engagement | Events and seminars 

| Publications | Funding and opportunities

Got a story to tell: bdi-news@monash.edu
 Read all stories, this issue and past: www.bdi-newsletter.com 

 Stay connected, Like us on facebook.com/MonashBDI
 Visit: www.monash.edu/discovery-institute

https://supervisorconnect.med.monash.edu/
mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
https://bdi-newsletter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MonashBDI/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute
http://eepurl.com/c8S0KL
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=dc8b38c8d3
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=29aeeeeaa9cdd79bfb7f89f72&id=dc8b38c8d3
javascript:;


Monash BDI scientists honoured to receive student-nominated
 teaching awards
At the recent Monash Student Association (MSA) Teaching Awards evening, Mr Ari Pinar received
 the Outstanding Teaching Award for the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, having
 also received this accolade in 2015, and Professor Ramesh Rajan received the Above and
 Beyond Award for Monash University, the fourth time in as many years that he has received an
 MSA award for his outstanding teaching of Neuroscience. Congratulations also to the four other
 staff from within the Monash BDI and School of Biomedical Sciences who were nominated for the
 Faculty Outstanding Teaching Award:  Mr Michael Leung, Dr Stuart Ellem, Dr Laura d’Andrea and
 Dr Nicholas Price.  Read more. 

News

Monash BDI scientist named in NHMRC
Honour Roll 2017
 Congratulations to Monash BDI's Associate Professor Chen  
Davidovich who has been included on the NHMRC's External  
Assessor Outstanding Contribution Honour Roll for 2017. The  
names of external assessors nominated by Project Grant panel  
members for contributing assessments of particularly high quality  
are included on the annual honour roll. The NHMRC thanks all  
external assessors for their outstanding contributions to the 2017  
Project Grant peer review process. Click here to see the full list of  
NHMRC Honour Roll individuals for 2017.
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Press

Do you want to attract the best HDR students 
from around the world to work with you?
Supervisor Connect is a new tool connecting prospective 
research  students to supervisors. Start entering your research 
projects  now.  Supervisor Connect listings are easily managed 
and edited  by supervisors directly, the tool provides a one-stop, 
searchable,website driven front-end for prospective students to 
find projects  or supervisors, and submit an EOI directly to the 
supervisor. The  website is already being promoted to 
international students  through various agencies, so don't delay. 
More information, email any queries, or enter your research 
projects.

Cell-based therapies in mouse-model of
 preterm babies shows promise
 It is always an added extra to have your research featured on 
the cover of a journal - particularly when the images are as nice 
as  those in this paper led by our own Associate Professor Tim 
Cole.  This research, published in Stem Cells Translational 
Medicine  describes cell-based therapies in a mouse model of 
preterm  delivery. The front cover image shows differentiating 
endothelial  visualized by a vessel like structure formation assay 
based on  the number of branches displaying immunoreactivity to 
a  PECAM1 antibody (red), nuclei (blue). The presence of green  
fluorescent protein in PECAM1 immunoreactive structures (red)  
demonstrates the possibility of tracking these cells in vivo.

How mothers’ gut bacteria impacts her
 children
Journalists from a number of media outlets sought expert  
commentary from Monash BDI's Professor Charles Mackay on a  
recent preclinical study on the effect a mother's gut microbiome - 
before and during pregnancy - has on the future health of her  
children. Quoted in Mouth of Mums, Professor Mackay said there 
were two ways to improve gut health: changing diet through
 “prebiotic food”, the dietary fibres that act as fertiliser for the good 
bacteria in the gut, and also by introducing new bacteria and 
probiotic supplements.

Industry engagement

2018 The Bridge Program financial support expressions of interest open
 now
"Participation in the Bridge Program provided me invaluable access to global leaders from the
 pharma and biotech industry, giving me a unique edge in furthering my scientific career" - Dr
 Stephanie Simonds, 2017 The Bridge Program Graduate
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 The BDI Industry Engagement Team are pleased to announce financial support to sponsor a limited
 number of BDI researchers to participate in the 2018 The Bridge Program. This exciting education
 program, now in its second year, aims to provide the necessary training to enable successful
 commercialisation of Australian pharmaceutical research.

 Transferring skills on the commercialisation of pharmaceutical research, content includes:

Sector characteristics
Research commercialisation planning
Navigating regulatory and reimbursement pathways
Entrepreneurial skills to optimise commercialisation

 Program participants will also benefit from direct exposure to networking opportunities with top
 pharmaceutical companies operating globally.

 Running from March - October 2018, the program combines face-to-face, online and blended learning. 

Click here for more information, and to register your interest in attending the Bridge Program with financial
 support from the BDI, please complete this Expression of Interest form and email to bdi-
industry.engagement@monash.edu by Friday 5 January 2018. 

 Eligibility is restricted to those who have not participated in the Bridge Program before.

Events and seminars

Research Brekkie Workshops
Tuesday 12 December: 8:15 - 9:15am Room G35, 23 Innovation Walk, Clayton campus 
 Come to this monthly interactive sessions to learn tips and tricks on grant and fellowship applications
 from successful ECRs and mid-career researchers. 
This month's Research Brekkie will focus on "Preparing an executive summary", featuring Dr Christian
 Nefzger, ECR in the Development and Stem Cells Program.
 Places are limited. For more info and to register click here

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Wednesday 13 December: 12:15 - 1:15pm Physiology Seminar room, 26 Innovation Walk, Clayton
 campus
 Dr Conor Kerley, Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, Dublin and University College Dublin.
 Topic: Nutritional strategies to prevent and treat cardio-respiratory disorders. Host: Chrishan Samuel
 (Cardiovascular and Metabolism, Diabetes & Obesity)

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below
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Cross-talk between protein synthesis, energy metabolism and autophagy in cancer.
 (Furic L)

Proteomic Characterisation of Caenorhabditis elegans Larval Development.
 (Pocock R)

In vivo evidence that RBM5 is a tumour suppressor in the lung.
 (Jamsai D, O'Connor AE, Merriner DJ, Gursoy S, Cole TJ, O'Bryan MK)

Malaria Parasites in a Hungry Host: Kinases and Host Caloric Restriction Brought Together.
 (Garcia-Bustos JF, Doerig C)

Characterization of the central neural projections to brown, white, and beige adipose tissue.
 (Wiedmann NM, Stefanidis A, Oldfield BJ)

Pharmacoeconomic evaluation of micafungin versus caspofungin as definitive therapy for candidaemia
 and invasive candidiasis (IC) in Turkey.
 (Turner SJ)

Measuring Loop Gain via Home Sleep Testing in Patients with Obstructive Sleep Apnea.
 (Edwards BA)

The Structural Basis for Complement Inhibition by Gigastasin, a Protease Inhibitor from the Giant Amazon
 Leech.
 (Pang SS, Tan S, Whisstock JC)

Tooth Wear Inclination in Great Ape Molars.
 (Knight-Sadler J, Fiorenza L)

Structural basis for substrate selection by the translocation and assembly module of the β-barrel assembly
 machinery.
 (Bamert RS, Webb CT, Shiota T, Stubenrauch CJ, Belousoff MJ, Goode RJA, Schittenhelm RB, Lithgow
 T)

Radical gastric cancer surgery results in widespread upregulation of pro-tumourigenic intraperitoneal
 cytokines.
 (De Veer MJ, Watt MJ)

Kif1bp loss in mice leads to defects in the peripheral and central nervous system and perinatal death.
 (McKeown SJ)

Katanin-like 2 (KATNAL2) functions in multiple aspects of haploid male germ cell development in the
 mouse.
 (Dunleavy JEM, Jamsai D)

The thioesterase domain in glycopeptide antibiotic biosynthesis is selective for crosslinked aglycones.
 (Cryle MJ)

Funding and opportunities
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Fellowship Opportunity: DFAT Australia Awards Fellowships (Health Security)

InnoHealth Australia calling for applications | Be part of a German-Australian healthcare network 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP IN BONE MARROW FAILURE

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: Bone Marrow Failure Grants in Aid

Victorian Cancer Agency 2018 Early Career Health Services Research Fellowships – Expression of
 Interest NOW OPEN

IMPORTANT: NHMRC updates
NHMRC grant information now available only on GrantConnect.

Faculty recommendations for what to submit in this final round of NHMRC Project Grants and Fellowships.

New grant administration platform for the updated NHMRC program.

Editor's note: A correction to last week's story about the Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding
 Achievement. Professor Kim Cornish and Professor John Carroll were the Inaugural Co-Chairs of the
 FBPS Gender Equity Committee, Professor O'Bryan started as Chair in 2016 and received the Award for
 Diversity and Inclusion for her exceptional efforts in implementing many key equity initiatives at the BDI.

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2017 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
 email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.

You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
 can unsubscribe here. Please note members of the BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to us

 by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue too, visit
www.bdi-newsletter.com 

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
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