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 This week it's a focus on grants and awards! Punching holes in cell membranes, bacterial secretion,
 controlling cell size, and neural circuits in decision-making are some of the topics of ARC funded projects
 this year. Many congratulations to all recipients and the usual commiseration to those that missed out this
 year. It was also wonderful to see that the JDRF in the US have awarded Sharon Ricardo and team USD
 750K to investigate new drug delivery approaches for diabetic complications. 

 No doubt all this funding will lead to great papers and two individuals whose papers are cited more than
 most of us mere mortals are Jian Li and Charles Mackay. Being awarded HiCi status is highly prestigious
 and a great achievement - top 1% of cited authors in the field. Congratulations to both of you!  

 And great papers were also amongst the winners at our inaugural Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding
 Achievement  - do try to make time to read the story about each of the winners as they have all made
 significant contributions over the year. 

 We also officially welcome Davina, our new Research Manager, who has already organised a series of
 information sessions with the MRO in order to help with NHMRC grant strategies in the new landscape.
 See Events section for details on the next session on the 4th December. Feedback has been excellent -
 don't leave it to chance, there are a number of critical issues to consider in this grant round. 

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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New drug delivery system for type 1 diabetes complications attracts
 JDRF grant
Led by Monash BDI's Professor Sharon Ricardo, a multidisciplinary team has been awarded
 US$750,000 grant by the JDRF to work on a new drug delivery system for diabetic complications.
 The project will develop a tissue-engineering approach using a newly developed hydrogel to
 directly deliver new therapeutic drugs to the target organ, improving the efficiency of drug
 delivery. The researchers propose to tag the hydrogel with a new drug that would reduce
 inflammation and prevent the scarring in the kidney that leads to organ failure. The hydrogel can
 also encapsulate stem cells to improve survival and efficacy for cell therapy. Exemplifying the
 success that collaboration brings, the diverse team includes peptide chemists Professor Mibel
 Aguilar and Dr Mark Del Borgo, cardiovascular pharmacologist Professor Rob Widdop, Professor
 Ricardo as a diabetic kidney specialist, and diabetic eye specialist Professor Jennifer Wilkinson-
Berka from Monash University’s Central Clinical School. Read more. 

http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/innovative-approach-to-diabetes-treatment-attracts-major-us-grant


Monash BDI Awards event recognises the contributions of many Last 
week, the Monash BDI celebrated the end of another successful year with a festive event  
featuring the inaugural Awards for Outstanding Achievement. Thirteen awards, spanning the five  
strategic priorities for the Institute, paid tribute to the stand-out work of individuals and teams  
whose contributions underpin the success of the Monash BDI. Testament to the collaborative and  
supportive culture at the Institute, many of the nominations were made by colleagues of the  
recipients. Congratulations to each of the award winners and to all of the nominees. The judging  
panels’ decisions were made very difficult by the high-calibre of nominations. Read more. 

Welcome

News

Welcome to Davina Dadley-Moore
 Welcome to Dr Davina Dadley-Moore, who recently joined 
 Monash BDI as our Research Manager. Davina will be identifying 
 funding opportunities and supporting researchers to apply for 
 large collaborative grants (such as the new NHMRC Synergy 
 Grants) and international grants, as well as significant industry 
 and philanthropy funding opportunities. Davina’s experience in 
 grant editing and writing will help BDI researchers to put their 
 best foot forward in this challenging funding climate. Read more.

 

End of year wrap-up
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Press

ARC funding success for our scientists  
Monash BDI received funding for seven Australian Research  
Council (ARC) Discovery Projects, one Linkage Infrastructure,  
Equipment and Facilities (LIEF) scheme and three Discovery  
Early Career Research Awards (DECRAs), cumulativelyreceiving 
$4.8 million. Senior Vice-Provost and Vice-Provost
 (Research), Professor Pauline Nestor, said the result reflected  
the broad potential impacts of the research being undertaken at  
the University. “Our researchers continue to be at the forefront in  
the development of new responses to the challenges facing the  
world today,” Professor Nestor said. Read more.

Our scientists in world's most highly cited list
 Monash BDI's Professor Jian Li and Professor Charles Mackay  
are among an exclusive list of scientists globally whose papers  
are in the top 1% of most cited works in their field. The 2017  
Highly Cited Researcher list by Clarivate Analytics indexes the  
world’s most impactful scientific researchers. Professor Li is a  
world leader in pharmacological research against antibiotic-
resistant 'superbugs'. Professor Mackay is forging new  
understanding into the gut microbiome and its important role in  
immune responses. Read more.

Lens, a window into the world of Monash
 University
 Through compelling story-telling and expert commentary framed  
by current affairs, newly launched Lens aims to bring into sharp  
focus the work being undertaken by Monash's research and  
academic communities and the impact that work is having on a  
global scale. Read the stories of recently featured Monash BDI  
researchers:
- A/Prof Stephanie Gras : Building a better flu vaccine
- A/Prof Roger Pocock and Dr Brent Neumann : Roundworms
and their role in revolutionising human health
- Prof Jamie Rossjohn (with Professor Richard Kitching, Director
of the Centre for Inflammatory Diseases) : Revealed: our cellular
guardians.

Industry engagement

Meet your Audience
 What are the crucial elements that make a good business pitch or scientific presentation? How can you
 improve your communication skills when presenting in a cross cultural context to stand out from the
 crowd?

 The City of Melbourne has partnered with Science in Public to deliver a pitch development event Meet
 your Audience on Monday 4 December 2017, 5:30 - 7:30pm, Melbourne Town Hall - Supper Room, 90-
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120 Swanston Street, Melbourne.

 Through this free forum you will:

gain confidence when you present
enjoy greater engagement with your audience
learn practical ways to structure your pitch
improve your ability to persuade your audience

 To RSVP email globaldesign@melbourne.vic.gov.au

Events and seminars

Biomedicine Rising Stars series
Friday 1 December: 3 - 4pm Seminar - M2 Lecture Theatre
 4 - 5pm Social mixer - BDI foyer
 Dr Hsin-Hao Yu (Neuroscience Program) Title: The physiological consequences of damages to the visual
 cortex in different developmental stages 
 Dr Christian Nefzger (Development and Stem Cells Program) Title: Functional rejuvenation of aged
 intestinal stem cells through metabolic intervention and direct reprogramming
RSVP for catering purposes to linda.richmond@monash.edu

Update on Changes to the NHMRC Grant Program and MRFF Funding
Monday 4 December: 11.30am to 12.30pm - M3 Lecture Theatre, Clayton campus
Do you have questions about eligibility for NHMRC grants? Are you wondering how to apply for funding
 from the Medical Research Future Fund?
 Dr Tsharni Zazryn, Manager of the Medicine and Health Sciences team in the Monash Research Office,
 will present a session especially for BDI researchers. Hear the latest information provided by the NHMRC
 and the Department of Health, and get your questions answered.

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Tuesday 5 December: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk 
 Dr Rebecca Smith, Ludwig-Maximilian University, Munich, Germany. Topic: Chromatin relaxation after
 DNA breaks. Host: Ava Handley (Development & Stem Cells).

Lorne Infection and Immunity Conference 2018
Wednesday 14 - Friday 16 February: Lorne Cumberland
The 2018 Lorne Infection and Immunity conference organising committee invites you to register for the 8th
 annual conference. Now accepting late-breaking abstracts for oral presentations - DEADLINE
 Wednesday 13 December.
 For more information on the conference and speakers, click here.
 For pricing and to register your attendance, click here.
 For guidelines and submission of abstract, click here.

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu
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Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Renal Hypoxia in Kidney Disease: Cause or Consequence?
 (Ow CPC, Ngo JP, Ullah MM, Hilliard LM, Evans RG)

Anti-Pseudomonal activity of phage PEV20 in a dry powder formulation - A proof-of-principle study in a
 murine lung infection model.
 (Chen K, Wang J, Li J)

LDL receptor blockade reduces mortality in a mouse model of ischaemic stroke without improving tissue-
type plasminogen activator-induced brain haemorrhage: towards pre-clinical simulation of symptomatic
 ICH.
 (Broughton BRS)

The rebirthing of the Kevin O' Day animal slides collection.
 (Ravichandran S, McMenamin PG)

Vascular Dysfunction in the Stroke Prone Spontaneously Hypertensive Rat Is Dependent on Constrictor
 Prostanoid Activity and Y Chromosome Lineage.
 (Khan SI, Andrews KL, Jefferis AM, Chin-Dusting JPF)

Bacteriophage Transcytosis Provides a Mechanism To Cross Epithelial Cell Layers.
 (Padman BS, Patwa R, Dunstan RA, Lithgow T, Lazarou M, Barr JJ)

An enhanced chemo-enzymatic method for loading substrates onto carrier protein domains.
 (Cryle MJ)

Methylomic and phenotypic analysis of the ModH5 phasevarion of Helicobacter pylori.
 (Srikhanta YN, Gorrell RJ, Tsyganov K, Kwok T)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
2018 Faculty Senior and Bridging Postdoctoral Fellowships – CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

Computational Biology IDR seed funding scheme (FIT-Monash BDI, FIT- ARMI) – DEADLINE
 EXTENDED

Universities Australia ‘Pitch it Clever’ Competition

Other opportunities
Update on Changes to the NHMRC Grant Program and MRFF Funding

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to
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 enhance lives through discovery.
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