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This week I'd like to offer my congratulations to Nicole La Gruta, Stephanie Gras, Claudia Del Campo, and
Jamie Rossjohn, who have just had a paper published in the journal Immunity. Their work challenges a
decades old concept – that T cells can only dock with viruses in one way. Their discovery of a reverse-
docking mechanism changes how we think about the entire immune response that follows.

In other news, Ross Coppel has been nominated for the Monash Council. It would be fantastic to have an
MNHS representative on the council, so please cast your vote for him by this coming Monday.

Best wishes, John.
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Mobilising our immune system to fight flu
 

The key to all immune responses – whether we are fighting off a cold, or our body is trying to
eliminate a cancerous cell – are T cells. The T cell is the part of the immune system that
recognises a foreign invader, such as the influenza virus, and triggers the cascade of events that
kills such devastating pathogens. Now a team of BDI researchers have provided key insight into
how T cells ‘see’ viruses, in a paper published in Immunity. Read more

News

Ross Coppel nominated for Monash
University Council – vote now

If you'd like to have a Faculty of Medicine, Nursing, and Health
Science 'voice' on the Monash University Council, Professor Ross
Coppel is one of those nominated in the upcoming elections. To
vote for Professor Coppel, please see the email you will have
received from Tony Calder, Returning Officer Executive Services,
yesterday. Voting closes this coming Monday, October 31, at
5pm. 

Press

How worms are helping scientists understand
the function of genes in the human brain

Associate Professor Roger Pocock spoke to the South China

http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/mobilising-our-immune-system-to-fight-flu
http://www.cell.com/immunity/fulltext/S1074-7613(16)30351-X


Morning Post about his research into the development of the
human nervous system and how genes function in the human
brain, using the roundworm Caenorhabditis elegans. Associate
Professor Pocock told the Post: “If you think about model
organisms and the major breakthroughs that have occurred over
the past 20 years, worms kick butt." Read the article

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdinews@monash.edu

Please note only BDIaffiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Targeted suppression of autoreactive CD8+ T-cell activation using blocking anti-CD8 antibodies
(Gras S, Rossjohn J)

What Do BOLD MR Imaging Changes in Donors' Remaining Kidneys Tell Us?
(Evans RG)

F-O-G Ring Formation in Glycopeptide Antibiotic Biosynthesis is Catalysed by OxyE
(Cryle MJ)

Cell-extracellular matrix and cell-cell adhesion are linked by syndecan-4
(Gopal S, Pocock R)

The role of protein dynamics in the evolution of new enzyme function
(Buckle AM)

A three-stage intrathymic development pathway for the mucosal-associated invariant T cell lineage
(Rossjohn J)

Cross-Neutralisation of In Vitro Neurotoxicity of Asian and Australian Snake Neurotoxins and Venoms by
Different Antivenoms
(Silva A, Hodgson WC, Isbister GK)

The Snake with the Scorpion's Sting: Novel Three-Finger Toxin Sodium Channel Activators from the
Venom of the Long-Glanded Blue Coral Snake (Calliophis bivirgatus)
(Yang DC, Hodgson WC)

Direct and indirect mechanisms of KLK4 inhibition revealed by structure and dynamics
(Riley BT, Ilyichova O, Porebski BT, Kass I, Hoke DE, Buckle AM)

Forebrain neurone-specific deletion of insulin-regulated aminopeptidase causes age related deficits in
memory

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27713012
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27751945
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27618189
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27763551
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27748447
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27763543
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/health-beauty/article/2028663/how-worms-are-helping-scientists-understand-function-genes
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27668799
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27755929
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27767076
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27752135


(Burns P, Chai SY)

Events and seminars

BDI Seminars

Tuesday October 25 12–1pm Topic: Circulating biomarkers in metastatic prostate cancer. Speaker: Dr
Arun Azad, FMNHS, Monash University. More information

Tuesday October 25 4–5pm Topic: In Vivo veritas – Modelling cancers in mice using CRISPR. Speaker:
A/P Daniel Schramek, Lunefeld-Tanenbaum Research Institute, Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto,
Canada. More information

Thursday October 27 12–1pm Topic: Active DNA demethylation during the vertebrate phylotypic
period. Speaker: Prof Ozren Bogdavoic, The University of Western Australia. More information

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 

Perpetual Trustees IMPACT Philanthropy Application Program - CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST (EOI)

ARC Future Fellowships 2017 (FT17) - Now open in RMS

ARC Discovery and Linkage Programme Cross-scheme Eligibility FAQs now available
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

ARC Statement of Support for Interdisciplinary Research now available [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

King Faisal International Prize for Medicine [Immunotherapy for Cancer] - CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

Expectant and New Parents Guide

NHMRC Centres of Research Excellence (CRE) - Now Open in RGMS

Australia-Indonesia Centre - Tactical Research Projects

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine
Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams into six

health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities and
infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to enhance lives

through discovery.
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