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It is with great excitement that I can announce the official launch of our Institute will take place on
November 14. The dignitaries, including Monash University's Vice Chancellor Margaret Gardner, have us
firmly booked in their calendars, and we'll keep you updated with more details as we move closer to the
big day. 

And in testament to the great people who make our research possible, I'm delighted to congratulate the
following people on their recent promotion: Ana Traven, Mark Prescott, Stephanie Gras, Jinhua Li, Sharon
Flecknoe, Meredith Hughes, Luc Feric, Thomas Naderer, and Kylie Wagstaff. I'm sure you'll all join me
in congratulating these BDI members on their outstanding achievements.

And for those who love their football (and even for those of you who don't), I'm sure you'll all be as
impressed as I am to know that one of our very own PhD students was recently drafted to the very first
AFL women's league. We look forward to following Kate Gillespie-Jones's achievements, both on and off
the field. 

Best wishes, John.
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Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute official launch date set
 

The official launch date for the newly established Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute has
been set for November 14. Monash's Vice Chancellor Margaret Gardner will be among
the dignitaries attending the launch event, with our guest of honour to be revealed on the day. Our
very own John Carroll will be MC. Further details to follow, so watch this space. 

News

PhD student scores her dream spot in AFL
Women’s League team

A PhD student from the BDI has been selected to play for Carlton
in the first ever NAB AFL Women’s League draft, and whose
research could significantly benefit football players. Kate
Gillespie-Jones was one of 145 women selected in the historic
draft last week, while her PhD study is focused on an area of
concern in sport – traumatic brain injury caused by either car
accident or sporting field blows to the head. Read more

Breakthrough on virus infecting rare and
endangered parrots

Researchers, including Associate Professor Fasséli Coulibaly
from the BDI, have unravelled the molecular makeup of a virus
threatening some of the world's most endangered species, paving
the way for the potential development of a vaccine to save
dwindling populations of the Australian birds.The study, published
in Nature Communications, revealed the structure of the smallest
self-replicating virus behind beak and feather disease. Read more

https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-phd-student-scores-her-dream-spot-in-afl-womens-league-team
http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms13014
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/breakthrough-on-virus-infecting-rare-and-endangered-parrots


Press

Study challenges idea of mandatory water
intake in the press

Research led by Associate Professor Michael Farrell, revealed for
the first time the mechanism that regulates fluid intake in the
human body and stops us from over-drinking, in a paper
published in PNAS. It challenges the popular idea that we should
drink eight glasses of water a day for health. Their research
sparked news stories in New Scientist, the Sydney Morning
Herald, Science Alert, Channel Ten, the Daily Mail, and more, as
well as radio segments on the ABC and Radio New Zealand.

Awards

Di Yu receives The Milstein Young
Investigator Award

Dr Di Yu was presented with The Milstein Young Investigator
Award from the Cytokine and Inteferon Society (ICIS) in a
ceremony in San Francisco on Sunday. The Milstein Young
Investigator Awards are presented to individuals who have "made
an impact on interferon and cytokine research early in their
careers". Each year up to five awards are granted to individuals
who have made notable contributions to either basic or clinical
research. 

Staff notices

Congratulations on your recent promotions

Many congratulations to nine of our researchers, who were
recently promoted. The following BDI researchers were promoted
to Associate Profesor: Ana Traven, Mark Prescott, Stephanie
Gras, and Jinhua Li, and the following researchers were promoted
to Senior Research Fellow: Sharon Flecknoe, Meredith Hughes,
Luc Feric, Thomas Naderer, and Kylie Wagstaff. 

Publications

http://tenplay.com.au/news/national/october-2016/drinking-too-much-water-can-kill-you
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2108551-how-much-water-should-you-drink-a-day-your-throat-will-tell-you/
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/health-and-wellbeing/wellbeing/dont-drink-eight-glasses-of-water-a-day--do-this-instead-20161010-gryobh.html
http://www.sciencealert.com/no-not-everyone-should-drink-8-glasses-of-water-a-day-says-new-study
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-3836466/Do-REALLY-need-8-glasses-water-day-drinking-not-thirsty-KILL-you.html


Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

communications team know at bdinews@monash.edu

Please note only BDIaffiliated authors are listed with their publication below

RABL2 is required for hepatic fatty acid homeostasis and its dysfunction leads to steatosis and a diabetes-
like state
(Lo JC, O'Connor AE, Andrews ZB, Tiganis T, Watt MJ, O'Bryan MK)

Computational methods for direct cell conversion
(Polo JM)

Erratum to: Hepatocyte glutathione peroxidase-1 deficiency improves hepatic glucose metabolism and
decreases steatohepatitis in mice
(Merry TL, Tran M, Dodd GT, Wiede F, Kaur S, Tiganis T)

Disrupting the allosteric interaction between the Plasmodium falciparum cAMP-dependent kinase and its
regulatory subunit
(Littler DR, Rossjohn J)

Events and seminars

BDI Seminars

Tuesday October 18 12–1pm Topic: Vision despite disruption; perception around the time of eye
movements. Speaker: Dr Tamara Watson, University of Sydney. More information

Thursday October 20 12–1pm Topic: Chronic disease in the context of the mortality transition in remote
living Aboriginal people. Speaker: Prof Wendy Hoy, Centre for Chronic Disease, University of
Queensland. More information

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 

ARC Industrial Transformation Research Hubs & Training Centres 2017 - Applications Open in RMS

Susan G. Komen Inflammatory Breast Cancer Innovator Grants - CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

VESKI Inspiring Women Fellowships – APPLICATIONS CLOSE IN 2 WEEKS – Deadline 27 October
2016

IMPORTANT Deadlines for LP16 submission - November 30, 2016

Other opportunities

https://bdi-newsletter.com/2016/10/13/arc-industrial-transformation-research-hubs-training-centres-2017-applications-open-in-rms/
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/events/bdi-seminar-wendy-hoy
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27743136
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2016/10/14/important-deadlines-for-lp16-submission-november-30-2016/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27732084
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2016/10/14/veski-inspiring-women-fellowships-applications-close-in-2-weeks-deadline-27-october-2016/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27736295
https://bdi-newsletter.com/2016/10/13/susan-g-komen-inflammatory-breast-cancer-innovator-grants-call-for-applications/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27738107
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/events/bdi-seminar-tamara-watson


Invitation to female researchers: "Write Yourself to Success"

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine
Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams into six

health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities and
infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to enhance lives

through discovery.
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