
Monash BDI researchers recognised with Georgina Sweet Award, ECR Fellowship and prizes, and 3D 'scaffold' map helps search for new cancer treatments
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 With NHMRC grant outcomes notified this week (the information cannot be publicised until the embargo
 has lifted) there is the usual tension between celebrating success and commiserating with those who
 miss out. Having worked in two grant funding systems, I can say for sure the Aussie system is one that
 builds resilience. So - many congratulations to all those that won through this year and commiserations to
 those that didn't. And now the cycle continues - after the dust has settled - let's get ready for next year
 and keep on the hunt for alternative funding sources.

 It has been a big week for awards with Stephanie Simonds receiving a L'Oreal-UNESCO Award For
 Women in Science (last week's newsletter), Stephanie Gras winning a Georgina Sweet Award for Women
 in Quantitative Sciences and Jennifer Payne, the ECR Victoria Fellowship. It was also a pleasure to host
 Doug Hilton, Director of WEHI, as the FBPS Distinguished Alumni Award winner. Congratulations to all!

 Finally - it is nearly a year to the day since we were officially launched by the PM and in order to celebrate
 the achievements of the year everyone is invited to attend what will be our end of year event on
 November 21st from 3.00-7.00pm. Put it in your diary now! We will present  our Inaugural Monash BDI
 Awards for Outstanding Achievement and you can nominate for the awards by following this link.

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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Sweet success for Monash BDI scientist
Associate Professor Stephanie Gras has been honoured with a Georgina Sweet Award for Women
 in Quantitative Biomedical Science for excellence in the field. A Senior Research Fellow in the
 Infection and Immunity Program, she plans to use part of the $25,000 prize to support women in
 her group to attend conferences next year. “It’s a great recognition of my career so far and my
 work in biomedical research, particularly because the award application is reviewed by peers,” she
 said. Read more.

News

Monash BDI scientist receives Victoria
 Fellowship
 Dr Jennifer Payne, an ECR with Monash BDI,  has been awarded  
a prestigious Victoria Fellowship. Acknowledging Victoria's top  
scientists and early-career researchers, the Fellowship was  
presented by Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research,  
Frank McGuire MP. Dr Payne is investigating whether new types  
of antibiotics can arm our immune system in the fight against  
antibiotic-resistant superbugs. She plans to use her Fellowship  
funding to visit Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard  
Medical School, Boston, to work with collaborators on a cutting-
edge microfluidic technique for monitoring immune cell migration.  
Mastering this technique will further Victoria’s development of  vital 
new treatments. Read more.
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3D ‘scaffold’ map to help the search for new 
cancer treatments
Monash BDI's Professor Roger Daly co-led research published  
this week in Nature Communications which produced the first  
three-dimensional map of a molecular ‘scaffold’ called SgK223,  
known to play a critical role in the development and spread 
ofaggressive breast, colon and pancreatic cancers. Armed with the 
map, the research team is looking at ways of targeting parts of  the 
scaffold molecule critical for its function. They hope the  research 
will lead to novel strategies to target cancer. Reported  in Medical 
Express and Doctor Portal, the research was the result  of a long-
standing collaboration between Monash BDI and  WEHI,  with 
important inputs from Bio21 and the Australian  Synchrotron. Read 
more.

Monash BDI scientists win Faculty
 publication prizes
 Dr Christopher Stubenrauch, a researcher in Professor Trevor  
Lithgow's lab, and Dr David Stroud, a researcher in Professor  
Mike Ryan's lab, have won two of the seven Faculty of Medicine, 
Nursing and Health Sciences Early Career Researcher  
publication prizes.  Dr Stubenrauch from the Department of  
Microbiology, won the Robert Porter ECR Publication Prize for  
Laboratory based sciences, and Dr Stroud, from the Department  
of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, won the ECR Fellows  
Publication Prize for Laboratory Based Research. Read more.

Funds awarded to Monash and consortium to
 build national internship training program To 
be a competitive destination for clinical trials, Australia needs  to 
increase skills in the clinical research sector. Monash  University 
and consortium partners have been awarded
 $250,000 from MTPConnect's Project Fund Program to provide  
skilled and industry-ready workforce participants in order to grow  
the MedTech and Pharma sector. Providing matching funds, the  
consortium will build a formal national internship training program 
which connects students to clinical research companies, and  
provides industry-led education, mentoring and internship over a  
two-year period. Monash BDI's Professor Ramesh Rajan will be  
leading Monash University's involvement in the project. Read  
more.

Monash Distinguished Alumni Awards
 Professor Douglas Hilton AO (BSc, 1986 FAA FTSE FAHMS)  
has been announced as the Faculty of Biomedical and  
Psychological Sciences Monash Distinguished Alumni Award  
recipient for 2017. President and Vice-Chancellor Professor  
Margaret Gardner AO said:“Monash aspires to excellence and  the 
Distinguished Alumni Awards are an opportunity to celebrate  that 
excellence when it occurs.” Professor Hilton is the sixth  Director of 
the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, Head of the  Department of 
Medical Biology in the Faculty of Medicine,  Dentistry and Health 
Sciences at The University of Melbourne, and the immediate past 
President of the Association of Australian  Medical Research 
Institutes. Read more.

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-10-d-scaffold-cancer-treatments.html
https://www.doctorportal.com.au/mjainsight/2017/42/research-news-in-brief-46/
http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/3d-scaffold-map-to-help-the-search-for-new-cancer-treatments
http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-bdi-scientists-win-faculty-publication-prizes
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-and-consortium-awarded-funds-to-build-national-internship-training-program2
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-and-consortium-awarded-funds-to-build-national-internship-training-program2
http://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/news-and-events/news/monash-distinguished-alumni-awards


Monash-led Metabolic Diseases conference
 receives international recognition
 With obesity emerging as one of the most pressing global health  
issues, Monash BDI organised the inaugural Metabolic Diseases:  
breakthrough discoveries in diabetes and obesity meeting late  
last year. Attracting interest from world-leading researchers in  
Australia and overseas, the meeting provided a forum to better  
understand strategies for combating obesity and type 2 diabetes.  
It was so successful that the Journal of Neuroendocrinology have  
produced a Special Issue, edited by Associate Professor Zane  
Andrews, covering some of the great metabolic science. The  
meeting will now be a biennial event, the next one taking place in  
Melbourne in October 2018. Read more.

NHMRC update

From the MRO: NHMRC Restructure: Peer Review Public Consultation
NHMRC have released a consultation paper on peer review in the new grant program available at
 the following link. Submission of responses for the public consultation will close 5.00pm (AEDT)
 Monday 4 December 2017.  We recommend that everyone review this consultation paper and
 respond, or let us know your thoughts so we can include them in our response, to ensure your
 views and thoughts on how peer review processes in the new grant program are conducted meet
 your needs and are transparent and fair. 

Events and seminars

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Friday 3 November: 12 - 1pm G19 Seminar room (opposite Cinque Lire) 15 Innovation Walk (Building
 75)
 Professor Gen-Sheng Feng, PhD, University of California, San Diego. Topic: Multi-facet roles of Shp2
 and Pten in leukemia, anemia and liver cancer. Host: Tony Tiganis (Metabolism, Diabetes & Obesity
 program and Cancer program)

Festschrift for Professor Bryan Williams
Saturday 4 November: 8:30am - 5pm Translational Research Facility, Monash Health Translation
 Precinct, 45 Kanooka Grove, Clayton VIC 3168
The Hudson Institute and Monash University invites you to a Frestschrift to honour the scientific career of
 Professor Bryan Williams. The event will take the form of a one day scientific symposium and associated
 festivities.
 For more info, click here or download program. 

BDI End of year celebration
Tuesday 21 November: 3 - 4pm End of Year address and Awards ceremony - C1 Lecture Theatre, 25
 Exhibition Walk, Clayton Campus
 4 - 7pm Canapes and drinks - Northern Plaza Marquee, Clayton Campus 
The event will feature the 'Inaugural Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute Awards for Outstanding
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Achievement', reflecting the priorities of the Monash BDI. The awards ceremony will be followed by  
canapes and drinks.
 For more information on the awards, click here.
For catering purposes RSVP by 8th November: linda.richmond@monash.edu

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Reductive evolution in outer membrane protein biogenesis has not compromised cell surface complexity
 in Helicobacter pylori.
 (Webb CT, Chandrapala D, Oslan SN, Bamert RS, Grinter RD, Dunstan RA, Gorrell RJ, Song J, Lithgow
 T, Kwok T)

Molecular basis for increased susceptibility of Indigenous North Americans to seropositive rheumatoid
 arthritis.
 (Scally SW, Ting YT, Reid HH, Rossjohn J)

The Structural Basis for Complement Inhibition by Gigastasin, a Protease Inhibitor from the Giant Amazon
 Leech.
 (Pang SS, Tan S, Whisstock JC)

Methionine Ameliorates Polymyxin-induced Nephrotoxicity by Attenuating Cellular Oxidative Stress.
 (Azad MAK, Li J)

Characterization of Two Novel Lipopolysaccharide Phosphoethanolamine Transferases in Pasteurella
 multocida and Their Role in Resistance to Cathelicidin-2.
 (Harper M, Wright A, Li J, Deveson Lucas D, Adler B, Boyce JD)

Urinary Oxygenation as a Surrogate Measure of Medullary Oxygenation During Angiotensin II Therapy in
 Septic Acute Kidney Injury.
 (Evans RG)

Helicobacter pylori chemoreceptor TlpC mediates chemotaxis to lactate.
 (Machuca MA, Liu YC, Roujeinikova A)

Thymospheres Are Formed by Mesenchymal Cells with the Potential to Generate Adipocytes, but Not
 Epithelial Cells.
 (Roesley SNA, Heng TSP)

PROSPERous: high-throughput prediction of substrate cleavage sites for 90 proteases with improved
 accuracy.
 (Song J, Li F, Pike RN)

Structure, function, and regulation of mitofusin-2 in health and disease.
 (Chandhok G, Lazarou M, Neumann B)
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The molecular basis for peptide repertoire selection in the human leucocyte antigen (HLA) C*06:02
 molecule.
 (Mobbs JI, Illing PT, Dudek NL, Purcell AW, Rossjohn J, Vivian JP)

A distinct plasma lipid signature associated with poor prognosis in castration-resistant prostate cancer.
 (Daly RJ)

Flagellin glycosylation with pseudaminic acid in Campylobacter and Helicobacter: prospects for
 development of novel therapeutics.
 (Salah Ud-Din AIM, Roujeinikova A)

Ocular antigen does not cause disease unless presented in the context of inflammation.
 (Daley SR)

Automated three-dimensional reconstruction of the Caenorhabditis elegans germline.
 (Gopal S, Boag P, Pocock R)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
Australian Centre for HIV and Hepatitis Virology Research Grants – CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF
 INTEREST (EOI)

NHMRC Centres of Research Excellence Now Open

Other opportunities
The Monash BDI Awards for Outstanding Achievement nominations

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.

Copyright © 2017 Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute, All rights reserved. You are receiving this
 email because you opted in to receive a weekly newsletter from the Monash BDI.
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You can submit a story idea, subscribe, or give us feedback by emailing bdi-news@monash.edu, or you
 can unsubscribe here. Please note members of the BDI cannot unsubscribe. Submit a story idea to us

 by 5pm on Friday to appear in next Wednesday's issue

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue too, visit
www.bdi-newsletter.com 
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