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 Many congratulations to Jane Black her and team for being ranked one of the NHMRC 10 of the best
 projects for 2016. This is a fabulous achievement and the project is a great example of translation of
 many years of discovery research into the developmental origins of adult disease. 

 It is always a pleasure to welcome new Group Leaders to the BDI and this week we are joined by Adam
 Rose. Adam has been working at the German Cancer Research Centre in Heidelberg and joins our
 Metabolic Disease, Diabetes and Obesity Program. 

 It has been a bit of a mixed time in the latest rankings. In additions to Jane's success it was exciting to
 see Monash hit number 1 in Australia in the Nature and Science Index, reflecting a greater focus on high
 impact papers across Monash. On the other hand we dropped a few places in the THE rankings. While
 Australian universities are flat-lining, in China and Singapore they are on the rise - no doubt reaping the
 rewards of recent unprecedented levels of government investment in research. We definitely need a bit
 more of that here!

 Finally, there are some great events coming up including Bioinfo Summer being hosted at Monash, and if
 you have something that may be ripe for industry, make sure you get involved with 'So you think you can
 Pitch' being run by our Industry Engagement team. 

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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Preterm babies at risk of developing kidney disease
 later in life, Monash research finds
Named last Friday as one of the NHMRC's 10 of the Best Research Projects for 2016, Monash
 BDI's Professor Jane Black is leading a team who are examining the effect of preterm birth on the
 kidneys, and what that means for long-term kidney health. Professor Black's research linking
 preterm birth and poor renal health may partly explain why there is an increasing incidence of
 kidney disease in Indigenous Australians. Professor Black, a Group Leader in the Development
 and Stem Cells Program, together with Monash BDI post-doctoral fellow Dr Megan Sutherland
 and PhD student Dana Vojisavljevic, are collaborating with Associate Professor Gurmeet Singh
 from the Menzies School of Health Research and Professor Wendy Hoy, from the University of
 Queensland, on the study. Published on the NHMRC's 10 of the best site, you can also read
 more here.

Welcome

News

Welcome to Dr Adam Rose
 Welcome to Dr Rose who recently joined the BDI’s Metabolic 
 Disease, Diabetes and Obesity Program and the Department of 
 Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. Dr Rose’s research aims to 
 advance our understanding of nutrient and/or environmental 
 stress signalling pathways in both normal and dysfunctional 
 metabolic conditions. He has a particular expertise in protein and 
 amino acid metabolism at the cellular and systemic level, as well 
 as the tissue communication and crosstalk in the coordination of 
 metabolic homeostasis. Read more.
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Athena SWAN is making a positive impact on 
gender equity
 Monash University's Athena SWAN Self-Assessment
 Team shared its preliminary findings and insights with the  
broader Monash Community in an event held last week as part of  
Diversity and Inclusion Week. Self-Assessment Team Chair and  
Monash BDI Director, Professor John Carroll,  spoke about the  
Athena SWAN objectives to advance gender equity in STEMM  
and improve the participation of women in these
 disciplines. Panel members also spoke about inclusive culture,  
policies and practices for recruitment, promotion, achievement  
relative to opportunity as well as flexible work and support for  
parents and carers. Read more.

Monash Bioinformatics Platform: How can we
 help you with your research?
 The Monash Bioinformatics Platform would love to know your  
research needs and better understand how they can help you!!  
With this in mind, please take 10 minutes to complete this short  
survey. The Monash Bioinformatics Platform also welcomes their  
new platform manager, Dr. Sonika Tyagi, an experienced  
bioinformatician who has joined us from the AGRF. Dr Tyagi is  
also active in bioinformatics learning, education and training and  
is a member of national and international organisations working  in 
the area. You can contact her at
 bioinformatics.platform@monash.edu

Biomedical learning and teaching building
 Located on the corner of Innovation Walk and Ancora Imparo  
Way, this landmark building will serve as a showcase, innovative  
learning and teaching environment. The completed Biomedical  
Learning and Teaching Building will form a gateway to the  
rejuvenated Medicine Teaching and Learning Precinct, and  
create an inviting and dynamic new face for Biomedicine at  
Monash.  Read more about the project, or watch an animated  
walk-through and aerial view of the new building here.  Please  
direct any enquiries about this project to bpd-
feedback@monash.edu

Monash University's Our living history
 The launch of Monash BDI is included as one of Monash  
University's key moments of 2016 in the interactive timeline  
tracing Monash's remarkable history. In fewer than six decades,  
the University has grown from a single campus to a truly global  
presence with an international reputation for excellence in  
education and research. Monash University’s story is still  
unfolding, and new moments in that story will be added to the  
timeline as they emerge. Visit Our living history to explore the  
defining moments over the decades that have helped to shape,  
and continue to shape, this remarkable University.
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Press

3D printing of anatomy kits and R&D tax
 credits
3D printed anatomy kits have been revolutionising the study of
 anatomy, traditionally done using donor cadavers, and Monash is
 among those leading the way. Featured in 3DPrint, Monash BDI
 researcher and Director of the Centre for Human Anatomy
 Education at Monash, Professor  Paul McMenamin, explains that
 the ability to look inside the body and see the muscles, tendons,
 ligaments, and blood vessels makes a huge difference when
 students are learning the basic anatomy of the human body. 

New insights into bacterial toxins
 A research team co-led by Monash BDI's Professor Jamie
 Rossjohn and Latrobe University's Dr Travis Beddoe, together
 with Monash BDI research fellow Dr Dene Littler, has found that a
 toxin produced by a bacterium that causes urinary tract infections
 is related to the toxin that causes whooping cough. Published last
 week in The Journal of Biological Chemistry, and reported in
 Infection Control Today, the findings could help improve existing
 whooping cough vaccines and create new vaccines.

Jacqueline Pigdon suffers from a rare
 condition where she is always cold
The media recently sought the expert opinion of Monash BDI's
 Professor Michael Cowley to explain a rare condition affecting the
 body's ability to regulate its own temperature. Former elite rower,
 Jacqueline Pigdon, suffers from this condition and her story - with
 Professor Cowley's insights - was featured in News.com,
 Yahoo!7News and New Zealand Herald among others.

Industry engagement

So You Think You Can Pitch? 
So You Think You Can Pitch? Is an exciting new opportunity for Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute
 early career researchers to try your hand at pitching an innovative idea with the potential to change the
 nature of human disease.

With $3,000 in prize money – are you up for the challenge?

The Run-off, held Friday 13 October 2:30 – 5:00pm, Seminar Room 380, 15 Innovation Walk, will
 be judged by a panel of industry experts.

 Finalists will then have the opportunity to attend a mentoring workshop to revise and refine their pitch
 before competing in the finals held at the BDI’s inaugural Industry Showcase, Thursday 2 November 5:30
– 8:30pm to an audience of representatives from pharmaceutical companies, biotech SMEs, investment
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 firms, Government and academia.

 To learn more and register to participate, head to our website and be sure to attend the Information
 Session on Friday 22 September 12:00 – 1:00pm, Core Room 104, 19 Innovation Walk, to gain insight
 into what makes for a good pitch and tips on effective science communication. Download the flyer.

 Registrations close on Friday 29 September.

 Good Luck and Happy Pitching!

Events and seminars

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Thursday 14 September: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 Prof Michael Hickey, Centre for Inflammatory Diseases at Monash University. Topic: ‘Fantastic Voyage’ –
viewing leukocyte function in inflammatory responses. (Host: Reetu Singh, Cardiovascular)

Tuesday 19 September: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 A/Prof Scott Beatson, University of Queensland. Topic: Integrating bacterial genomics into the clinical
 setting: an evolutionary approach. (Host: Colby Zaph, Infection & Immunity)

AMSI BioInfo Summer 2017
Monday 4 - Friday 8 December: Monash University, Caulfield Campus
AMSI Bioinfo Summer introduces bioinformatics to students, researchers & professionals working in
 mathematics, statistics, IT, medical sciences, biological & chemical engineering.
Register your attendance.

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

A fully humanized IgG-like bispecific antibody for effective dual targeting of CXCR3 and CCR6.
 (Robert R, Juglair L, Lim EX, Ang C, Wang CJH, Mackay CR)

Characterization of two novel lipopolysaccharide phosphoethanolamine transferases in Pasteurella
 multocida and their role in resistance to cathelicidin-2.
 (Harper M, Wright A, Li J, Deveson Lucas D, Adler B, Boyce JD)

Extrinsically derived TNF is primarily responsible for limiting antiviral CD8+ T cell response magnitude.
 (Quinn KM, Li J, Turner SJ, La Gruta NL)

Neuroendocrine mechanisms underlying bariatric surgery - insights from human studies and animal
 models.
 (Stefanidis A, Oldfield BJ1)
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28887853


Production of highly stable spray dried phage formulations for treatment of Pseudomonas aeruginosa lung
 infection.
 (Li J)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 
Gates Foundation Grand Challenges Explorations – Applications NOW OPEN

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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