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Another week and another series of announcements in research success, international partnerships and
 awards for our scientists. Congratulations to Helen Abud and Paul McMurrick of the Cabrini on funding
 from the Collie Foundation for their innovative work on cancer organoids. International partnerships
 provide new opportunities for collaboration, funding and making new friends. The  Monash BDI-Wenzhou
 Medical University partnership is now working well on all these fronts and it is a great pleasure to
 congratulate Yue Qu, Research Coordinator of the BDI-WMU partnership, for being awarded a significant
 grant from the NSF China. 

 We are fortunate at the BDI to have more than 270 PhD students generating great research across our
 six programs. It is especially pleasing when excellence is rewarded and it was great to see Sarah
 Larcombe being awarded the Young Scientist Research Prize by the Royal Society of Victoria. Many
 congratulations - a great achievement in this Victoria-wide competition!  And for all PhD students who
 may be interested in a career in industry, registration has started for next years IMNIS program - we have
 12 students in the current cohort and all reports are very positive. 

 Finally, for this week - a shout out for our brand new ECR Committee and their 'Biomedicine Rising Stars'
 monthly research event (and post-event mixer), the first of which takes place on Friday 8th September -
 all welcome.

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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Bowel cancer ‘organoids’ research boosted by $300k donation
A generous philanthropic grant from The Collie Foundation will boost ground-breaking clinical and
 translational bowel cancer research being undertaken by a Monash Biomedicine Discovery
 Institute and Cabrini Health collaborative team. This grant will enable the team to continue its
 leading research in organoids – an approach that has the potential to create ‘personalised
 medicine’ whereby patients could be spared the gruelling trial and error approach to treatment,
 thereby taking some of the stress and anxiety out of bowel cancer treatment. This exciting
 initiative is a joint research collaboration between the Cabrini Monash University Department of
 Surgery, led by Associate Professor Paul McMurrick (Frohlich West Chair of Surgery), Let’s Beat
 Bowel Cancer and the Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute with Associate Professor Helen
 Abud and her team. Read more.

News

Stimulating STEM engagement in schools 
Aiming to encourage young people to actively participate in STEM 
 studies, the Monash BDI – as part of National Science Week -
 invited close to 100 students to spend a day at the institute 
 discovering, first-hand, the amazing science that happens here. 
 Participating in two programs: ‘Window into developmental 
 biology’ and ‘Wild world of superbugs,’ students were challenged 
 to think about emerging global health issues that our scientists 
 are trying to address. Featuring a series of talks, interactive 
 workshops and a Q&A exploration of the Discoveries Exhibition, 
 the students agreed that being able to put on a lab coat and ‘be a 
 scientist for a day’ was their favourite activity of the day. Read 
 more.
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PhD student takes out top Royal Society of 
Victoria Young Scientist Research Prize  
Congratulations to Sarah Larcombe, a PhD student in 
ProfessorDena Lyras' research laboratory at the Monash BDI, who 
took out  first prize in the Biomedical and Health Sciences 
category of the  Royal Society of Victoria's Young Scientist 
Research Prize.  Having been shortlisted as a finalist on the basis 
of a written  submission about her research, Sarah was then 
required to  communicate the methods and significance of her 
complex work  to a general audience in a clear, concise and 
compelling  presentation of no more than 10 minutes!  Read more.

First WMU-BDI Biomedical Research Centre
grant funded
Monash BDI researcher Dr Yue Qu, from the Peleg Group, has  
been awarded a grant from the National Natural Science  
Foundation of China. This is the first grant funded to start  
research in the Wenzhou Medical University (WMU) - BDI  
Biomedical Research Centre, opening in 2018. The grant, worth  
$210k over three years, will enable Dr Qu and his team to study  
the extracellular matrix mediated bacteria-Candida interaction in  
polymicrobial biofilms, and to optimise treatment strategies for  
polymicrobial infections. 

Protein discovery may boost egg quality and
 increase chances of a healthy pregnancy  Led 
by Monash BDI's Professor John Carroll and Dr Qing Hua  Zhang, 
an international team of researchers have found the loss  of a 
particular protein may be crucial in understanding why the  eggs of 
some women fail to fertilise or, when they do, have a  greater 
incidence of chromosomal abnormalities such as Down’s  
Syndrome. Published last week in The Journal of Cell Biology,  the 
discovery opens the door to eventually being able to replace  this 
protein during IVF to improve the health of the oocyte and  
increase the chance of conceiving a healthy baby. Read more.

South East University student exchanges
 The Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute and South East  
University (SEU), acting through the Chien-Shiung Wu College,  
has established an agreement to promote collaborative research  
and education in biomedical sciences. Five high-calibre  
undergraduate students from SEU will be selected into the  
Summer Vacation Biomedical Research Training Program each  
year, spending one to two months at the Monash BDI to  
undertake a research project. The first five students: Xiahan Wu,  
Jiaqi Guo, Xintong Zhou, Zihan Zhang and Shi Feng have  already 
commenced in the program. 
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Positive data from Cynata MSCs in second
 pre-clinical asthma study
 Findings from research published in FASEB Journal earlier this
 year, led by Associate Professor Chrishan Samuel and Dr Simon
 Royce, have led to a second pre-clinical asthma study conducted
 by Australian stem cell and regenerative medicine
 company, Cynata Therapeutics Limited. This study, reported in
 PharmiWeb, BioSpace, MarketWatch, and PharmaVoice, raise
 the possibility that Cymerus™ MSCs may have superior efficacy
 to corticosteroids in some asthma patients,  without the side-
effects and/or resistance associated with steroid therapy.

Monash BDI joins the Medical Research
 Commercialisation Fund (MRCF)
 Reported in Biotech Dispatch, Monash BDI’s membership of the
 MRCF, an investment collaboration between large Australian
 superannuation funds and more than 50 leading medical
 research organisations across Australia and New Zealand,
 strongly reflects our focus on research translation. Membership
 will enable our leading early-stage medical research opportunities
 to be funded and developed locally, creating jobs and boosting
 the economy.  

Industry engagement

The Industry Mentoring Network in STEM (IMNIS) program
Are you a PhD student and not sure what the future holds? Perhaps you are interested in a career in
 industry, but don't know where to start or who to speak to? 

 The Industry Mentoring Network in STEM (IMNIS) program is an initiative of the Australian Academy of
 Technology and Engineering aimed at narrowing the gap between industry and universities by providing
 mentoring to PhD students by industry leaders. 

 The 12-month program of industry mentoring, networking, education and training is currently into its third
 year. Dr Amanda Woon, a recent graduate of the BDI, participated in the 2015/16 program and will soon
 be moving to the UK to take up a position in the biotech industry. Amanda saw the IMNIS program as a
 great opportunity to learn more about the science industry field. 

 “The best aspect of the program was gaining a role model that not only inspired me but was encouraging
 in my ambitions and aspirations” said Amanda. 

The next program will commence in early 2018, for more details and to express your interest in
 participating, please contact Associate Professor Priscilla
 Johanesen priscilla.johanesen@monash.edu To read more about the program and Amanda’s and other
 mentee’s experience go to http://imnis.org.au/

AAMRI updates
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 Last week, further details about the new Grant Program were announced by the NHMRC, including
 information on the transition phase in 2018-2019 and the eagerly awaited details about the funding
 packages for the Investigator Grants.

 AAMRI has updated its summary of the new schemes, which will commence in 2020, including providing
 information on eligibility for grants during the transition (2018-2019), and has put together a new
 summary on the salary and research support packages available for the Investigator Grants.

Events and seminars

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Thursday 31 August: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 A/Prof Kate Schroder, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, The University of Queensland. Topic:Myeloid
 cell identity shapes inflammasome signalling pathways and cell death decisions.  (Host: Colby Zaph)

Tuesday 5 September: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 A/Prof Sean McGee, School of Medicine, Deakin University. Topic: Metabolic reprogramming in response
 to nutrient excess – a cell survival response? (Host: Zane Andrews)

Monash Biomedicine Rising Stars Series - 'Kick-off' event
Friday 8 September: 3 - 4pm - M2 Lecture Theatre (4 - 5pm Social mixer - BDI Foyer Exhibition Space)
The Biomedicine Rising Stars showcases research success at the Biomedicine Discovery Institute in the
 context of internal and external collaborations. This monthly event features two Early
 Career Researchers across the BDI Discovery programs and is followed by a social mixer as an
 opportunity to meet other BDI researchers and enhance collaborations. All BDI staff and students
 are welcome.
Speakers: Dr Andrew Ellisdon (Cancer Program) - "Capturing an atomic view of signalling in action"  and
 Dr Garron Dodd (Metabolic Disease and Obesity Program) - "Does Our Brain Instruct Our Bodies To
 Burn More Fat?"

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

The impact of ageing, fasting and high-fat diet on central and peripheral glucose tolerance and glucose-
sensing neural networks in the arcuate nucleus.
 (Michael NJ, Munder A, Pryor JT, Spanswick D)

Beyond gut feelings: how the gut microbiota regulates blood pressure.
 (Marques FZ, Mackay CR)

Funding and opportunities

Updated AAMRI summary of the NHMRC Grant Program changes

http://aamri.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70d847eabe20eb5a7e39702ac&id=6021dd6c24&e=7c272cecaf
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Information from the Faculty Research Office 

John Dystel Prize for MS Research – Seeking Nominations

Sparrho Early Career Researcher Prize 2017-2018

Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) Schemes

Entries Closing Soon: BioMedVic Clinician Researcher Awards

Update on NHMRC Grant Program Changes

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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