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 Well, it's not often I have the opportunity to announce in successive weeks that BDI scientists have been
 awarded NIH RO1 grants, and even less often when it it involves the same Chief Investigator! Jian Li is
 the genius who has achieved this remarkable feat and he and the rest of the team deserve high praise
 indeed. Knowing the size of these grants, we have to acknowledge the huge amount of work involved in
 getting two submitted in the same round. Jian leads this grant, worth US$4.2m over 5 years, with partners
 from the BDI and MIPS, as well as a US Pharma company. The team will be working on new polymyxin
 antibiotics for fighting resistant bacteria. Congratulations to Jian and the team.

 It also gives me great pleasure to announce that the Monash BDI has joined the Medical Research
 Commercialisation Fund (MRCF). The MRCF provides our scientists with a source of venture capital
 funds to take our fundamental discoveries through to being ready for commercialisation. I would like to
 thank Alastair Hick, Kathy Nielsen and team as well as Michael Bettes and MRCF CEO Chris Nave for
 helping to pull this new partnership together. Exciting times indeed!

 We often recognise industry partnerships in research and this week our excellence in education is also
 providing new industry engagement opportunities. Paul McMenamin, Justin Adams and team have
 formed a major partnership with Sectra, which will see our 3D anatomical data sets loaded onto
 interactive screens the size of the average dining table. After 3D printing, this is yet another great
 innovation from the CHAE team and, having visited them on Open Day, I know this is not the last! 

 Best wishes
 John Carroll
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Monash scientists gain multi-million dollar US grant for ‘superbug’
drug discovery program

A world-leading team, led by Professor Jian Li from the Monash BDI, has been awarded a US$4.2 
 million grant by the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) to further its pioneering work on drug 
 discovery, tackling antibiotic-resistant 'superbugs'. The NIH has been a major funder of the 
 innovative research program led by Professor Li. This new grant is his sixth NIH grant in the past 
 five years, in addition to three others awarded to him as a key investigator, making Professor Li 
 one of very few scientists in Australia able to secure multiple, prestigious NIH grants. This grant is 
 to develop new-generation polymyxins against the top-priority life-threatening bacterial
 ‘superbugs’. The team aims to develop at least one new polymyxin drug candidate for clinical trials 
 in the near future. The Monash team also comprises Dr Tony Velkov,  Dr Kade Roberts, Associate 
 Professor Philip Thompson and Professor Roger Nation. Read more

News

Monash BDI becomes a member of the MRCF 
 Monash BDI has become a member of the Medical Research 
 Commercialisation Fund (MRCF). This new partnership will 
 enable leading, early-stage medical research opportunities from 
 the institute to be funded and developed locally, creating local 
 jobs, national prosperity and ultimately global healthcare 
 outcomes. The MRCF is an investment collaboration between 
 large Australian superannuation funds and more than 50 leading 
 medical research organisations and research hospitals across 
 Australia and New Zealand. Read more.
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Monash Anatomy puts body parts on the
table
A new partnership between Professor Paul McMenamin, Dr  Justin 
Adams and the team at the Monash University Centre for  Human 
Anatomy Education (CHAE) and healthcare technologycompany 
Sectra is poised to revolutionise the medical education  field. 
CHAE will licence its phenomenal 3D quality images for use  on 
the Sectra table which, put simply, is a giant ipad the size of  an 
operating table. Medical students can view different  radiological 
images of the body, being able to ‘cut’  through ‘flesh’  with a 
virtual knife or section the image in any body plane Read  more.

Press

Inadequate T-cell development linked to
 autoimmune diseases
 Reported in Lab Online, research led by Professor Tony Tiganis
 and first author Dr Florian Wiede could lead to the development
 of better treatments for a wide range of autoimmune
 diseases. The incidence of autoimmune diseases, particularly in
 the Western world, exceeds that of both cancer and heart
 disease. This broad spectrum of diseases is a leading cause of
 death and disability. Professor Tiganis is optimistic about the
 potential clinical applications of this research.

AAMRI Updates

The new NHMRC Grant Program – new details announced!
 In a recent webinar the NHMRC has provided further details on the new Grant Program, including funding
 packages, fellowship levels and transition arrangements. Slides from the webinar are available as well as
 information on the transition arrangements. You can keep up to date on the latest announcements and
 find the updated FAQs on the NHMRC restructure website.

NHMRC consultation on peer review
 In the webinar on the new arrangements for the NHMRC Grant Program (see above) it was announced
 there would be a consultation into the future peer review arrangements. A consultation paper will be
 released in September and public fora held in key capital cities in October and November.

New Advanced Health Research and Translation Centres (AHRTC) &
 Centres for Innovation in Regional Health (CIRH)
 The NHMRC has announced the establishment of further AHRTCs and CIRHs. The AHRTCs and
 CIRHs are recipients of funding from the first round of the Medical Research Future Fund.

Grant Review Panel (GRP) videos
 The NHMRC has released new Grant Review Panel (GRP) videos which provide a brief over view of the
 Project Grants peer review process. Watch now.
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Keep up to date with all the latest MRFF announcements
 AAMRI has compiled a summary of all the MRFF announcements to date, as well as providing links to
 the various funding opportunities. This will be continuously updated as and when further information
 becomes available.

Events and seminars

REMINDER: Gender equity in STEMM: Findings and insights from Athena
 SWAN
Tuesday 29 August: 10am - 12pm - New Horizons, seminar rooms G29 & G30; 20 Research Way,
 Clayton
The event will share insights from our Athena SWAN journey so far, including preliminary findings from
 our consultation activities as well as from analyses of staff data and our assessment or existing programs
 and processes designed to support gender equity.

*Morning tea (sponsored by UniSuper) will be available from 9.30am More info

Inspire the next gen of scientists by sharing your career journey
Thursday 31 August: 1pm - 2:30pm - 23 Innovation Walk, Clayton Campus
We are hosting a group of year 9 students who are exploring possible career options and keen to
 hear about your pathway to a career in science and what a day in the life of a researcher looks like. This
 is a great opportunity for our researchers and PhD students to engage with young minds.

 Feel free to get in touch with Laura Reid at laura.reid@monash.edu to be a part of this event.

FMNHS 2017 ECR Symposium
Monday 30 October: 8:15am - 5:15pm Monash Business School, Level 7, 271 Collins Street, Melbourne
 CBD
The Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences (FMNHS) is hosting the biennial Early Career
 Researcher (ECR) Symposium which will comprise of seminars and workshops. For further information
 please visit the ECR Information Gateway 

REGISTRATIONS are now open and will close on Friday 15 September 2017 (or when EVENT FULL)

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Thursday 24 August: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 Dr Steven Wise, Heart Research Institute, UNSW. Topic: In vivo evaluation of next generation vascular
 materials.  (Host: Reetu Singh) 

Tuesday 29 August: 12 - 1pm Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 Dr Marina Pajic, Personalised Cancer Therapeutics, Garvan Institute of Medical Research, Sydney.
 Topic: Precision medicine in pancreatic cancer: exploring genomic landscapes, drug resistance and new
 therapeutic opportunities. (Host: Lan Nguyen)

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and
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Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

The first total synthesis and solution structure of a polypeptin, PE2, a cyclic lipopeptide with broad
 spectrum antibiotic activity.
 (Mountford SJ, Mohanty B, Roberts KD, Yu HH, Scanlon MJ, Nation RL, Velkov T, Li J, Thompson PE)

Tooth Wear Inclination in Great Ape Molars.
 (Knight-Sadler J, Fiorenza L)

Genetic Manipulation of the Avian Urogenital System Using In Ovo Electroporation.
 (Hirst CE, Smith CA)

Regulation of perforin activation and pre-synaptic toxicity through C-terminal glycosylation.
 (Whisstock JC, Law RH)

Pulmonary Pharmacokinetics of Colistin Following Administration of Dry Powder Aerosols in Rats.
 (Hu Y, Wang J, Li J)

Hydrolyzable Poly[Poly(Ethylene Glycol) Methyl Ether Acrylate]-Colistin Prodrugs through Copper-
Mediated Photoinduced Living Radical Polymerization.
 (Li J)

Effects of antenatal melatonin therapy on lung structure in growth-restricted newborn lambs.
 (Ricardo SD)

Exploring Potential Germline Associated Roles of the TRIM-NHL Protein NHL-2 Through RNAi Screening.
 (Boag PR)

Current and emerging pharmacotherapies for obesity in Australia.
 (Cowley MA)

The Myriad Properties of Pasteurella multocida Lipopolysaccharide.
 (Harper M, Boyce JD)

Mitochondrial outer membrane permeabilization: a focus on the role of mitochondrial membrane structural
 organization.
 (Suhaili SH, Karimian H, Stellato M, Lee TH, Aguilar MI)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 

Norman Beischer Medical Research Foundation – Change to Grants Timeline

Myer Innovation Fellowships

Clunies Ross Awards 2018 – Nominations Open

Lung Foundation Australia’s Research Awards and Funding applications 2018 – NOW OPEN

Fulbright Specialist Program
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Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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