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 This has been a major week for Australian biomedical research with the announcement of the NHMRC's
 new funding model. The announcement revealed a bold and dramatic change in the entire funding model
- very much a case of out with the old and in with the new. Out goes the Fellowship system, Project
Grants and Program Grants and in come Investigator Grants, Ideas Grants, Synergy Grants and a
Strategic and Leverage Grant scheme. The number of awards held by any one individual is also tightly
controlled which will mean a dramatic change to how the Australian research community spend their time
in January and February - it will certainly mean fewer hours writing and reviewing grants. All this will
mean that those with funding will spend more time doing research and there will also be greater
opportunities for early and mid-career researchers. There will no doubt be challenges as the new system
is introduced but there are few people who would argue that the old system didn't need a major shake up
- Anne Kelso and her team have certainly delivered on that front and need to be congratulated on what is
a bold new plan for biomedical research in Australia.

 One organisation that does great advocacy work for medical research, and had significant input into the
 NHMRC funding review, is the Australian Association of Medical Research Institutes (AAMRI). I am
 delighted to announce that we have been welcomed to the membership of AAMRI and I very much look
 forward to working with the other AAMRI members to ensure medical research funding and policy is
 going in the right direction. 

 Finally, some late-breaking news is the announcement of new ARC Linkage Grant funding for Jamie
 Rossjohn and his team. It is excellent to see the Industry Linkage Grant scheme working effectively for
 innovative biomedical research projects. They also now have a rolling deadline so if you have a project
 that could be linked with industry be sure to contact Mark Sleeman or John Morrison for guidance

 best wishes
 John
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Monash BDI joins networking and advocacy body AAMRI 
Monash BDI has welcomed its inclusion as a member of the Association of Australian Medical
 Research Institutes (AAMRI). AAMRI is the peak body representing health and medical research
 institutes throughout Australia, acting as an advocate for high-level policy reform. Membership
 offers valuable opportunities for the Institute to connect with other organisations in the medical
 research field. Read More.

 AAMRI also have an eNewsletter which provides authoritative advice and information on policy,
 funding and regulatory matters affecting the outcomes of Australian health and medical research
 organisations. Click here to read the latest AAMRI eNewsletter, or click here to subscribe so you
 can receive these updates directly.  

News

Monash secures more than AUD $2m for
 industry Linkage Projects
 Minister for Education and Training, Senator the Hon. Simon
 Birmingham, announced today the ARC grants for Linkage
 Projects. Monash University was awarded funding for six applied
 research projects, including one led by Professor Jamie
 Rossjohn, Head of the Infection & Immunity Program within the
 Monash BDI, to investigate the basic structure and function of a
 key co-receptor expressed on T cells, known as lymphocyte
 activation gene-3. The impact of the project will be the
 development of T cell therapeutics, improving health outcomes
 on a national and global scale. Read more.

Changes to NHMRC Grant Program
 Last week, the NHMRC announced changes to their grant
 funding program for applications to be submitted in late
 2018/early 2019, with funding commencing in 2020. Details of the
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 restructuring can be viewed on the NHMRC site here. The
 Monash MNHS Medicine Research Team's summary of these
 changes can be viewed here. To read AAMRI's overview of the
 changes to the new NHMRC Grant Program structure, including
 a quick comparison table between the four funding streams, and
 some transition details for existing grant holders, click here.

L'Oreal-UNESCO For Women In Science
 (FWIS) mentoring scheme
 Are you a passionate female PhD student interested in being
 mentored by an established scientific leader? FWIS Fellows, past
 and present, will be mentors to budding scientists in this pilot 6-
month program, which aims to provide opportunities to share
 knowledge, develop skills, build networks and instill confidence in
 our future female leaders. Applications close on 16 June. For an
 application form and more details, click here. 

BDI joins the Convergence Science Network
 Recognising that many of the grand challenges in science simply
 cannot be addressed by a single scientific discipline, the
 Convergence Science Network (CSN) was established in 2008.
 As a partner of this public engagement network, the institute now
 has access to networking receptions with industry
 representatives and associations, clinicians and researchers, and
 the opportunity to attend key forums. Register for the next CSN
 event or find out more about the benefits of this partnership.

In the press

Federal funding of $5.9m to fight antibiotic
 superbugs
 Health Minister Greg Hunt's announcement that the Federal
 Government will invest $5.9-million from the Medical Research
 Future Fund to tackle antimicrobial resistance attracted media
 interest, with press coverage specifically mentioning Monash BDI
 related research. Sparking a further 150 pieces of media
 coverage about the research led by Dr Matthew Belousoff and
 Professor Trevor Lithgow, including the Sydney Morning Herald
 and on radio 3AW, it is clear there is growing public interest in the
 emerging threat of antibiotic-resistant' superbugs'.  Read more

Common cause of miscarriages in women
 over 40 revealed
 Featured in Cosmos Magazine and The Australian, research co-
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led by Professor John Carroll and published in Nature
 Communications may provide answers as to why women in their
 40s have higher incidences of miscarriage and babies with
 chromosomal abnormalities. Read more

Researchers discover inflammatory 'dimmer
 switch'
 Featured in LabOnline, research by the Monash BDI in
 collaboration with Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Science
 has uncovered a key aspect of the process of inflammation,
 involving chemokines activating receptors in our white blood
 cells. The research, published in Science Signaling has the
 potential to contribute to new treatments for inflammatory
 diseases including type 2 diabetes, atherosclerosis, heart attack
 and stroke. Read more

Events and seminars

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Thursday 1 June: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 Dr Sean J Humphrey, Charles Perkins Centre, The University of Sydney. Topic: Technologies and
 applications of high-throughput phosphoproteomics. (Host: Antonella Papa)

Tuesday 6 June: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75)
 Prof. Andrew Allen, Dept of Physiology, University of Melbourne.  Topic: Understanding factors involved
 in the development of essential hypertension. (Host: Reetu Singh)

myResearch Walkthrough Webinars
Thursday 8 June: 10am - 12pm - Online (link provided upon registering to attend webinar)
This session will feature a walkthrough of Pure’s functionality for Contract Applications and will take you
 step-by-step through the processes.  You will learn what needs to be done by researchers and
 professional staff members. Register by Thursday 1 June. More info

Doctor Digital will see you now
Thursday 13 June: 6pm-7:15pm Doherty Institute, 792 Elizabeth Street
The vision - and questions - about the use of computational algorithms, predictive modeling and data-
driven methods in clinical contexts to support diagnosis and treatment. Register to attend this free event.
 To indicate your interest to attend the post-event networking session, please contact
 bianca.chan@monash.edu
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Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Differential regulation of protein tyrosine kinase signaling by Dock and the PTP61F variants.
 (Wiede F, Warr C, Tiganis T)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 

FMNHS 3MT Three Minute Thesis Registration - CLOSES TODAY 31 MAY

2017 MNHS Faculty Early Career Researcher (ECR) Publication Prize – FINAL WEEK 

The Victoria Prize for Science and Innovation – CLOSING SOON

The Victoria Fellowships – CLOSING SOON

Australia- Germany Joint Research Cooperation Scheme

Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia New Concept Grants – CLOSING SOON

Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia John Mills Young Investigator Award – CLOSING SOON

Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia Clinician scientist award – CLOSING SOON

Australian Cancer Research Foundation (ACRF)

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine
 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams
 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities
 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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