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 Teaming up with like-minded research partners across the globe is critical for increasing research
 excellence. I’m delighted to announce that we recently formalised our international alliance with Cardiff
 University, having signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Systems Immunity Research
 Institute. The collaboration is led at our end by Jamie Rossjohn, Head of BDI Program in Infection and
 Immunity. 

 In another example of collaboration, it gives me great pleasure to welcome Professor Kieran Harvey who
 joins our BDI Programs in Development & Stem Cells and Cancer. Kieran continues with his substantive
 appointment at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and comes to the BDI to increase research
 collaboration and interaction between the two research entities. Kieran is a world-leader in understanding
 growth control during development and we very much look forward to benefitting from his expertise.
 Kieran is the fourth joint appointment between the BDI and Peter Mac - a great example of a partnership
 that promotes the acceleration of discoveries to the clinic.

 Welcome to Meg Lukies who will be my Executive Assistant in the immediate future. I am sure all of you
 who knew Julie will wish her well - she'll be missed for sure - but after 4.5 years of working with me, she
 deserves a well-earned break! In the mean-time, please go easy on the office as we get up to speed.

 Finally, the BDI Newsletter will be taking a break for the Easter Holidays and will return on 26 April. Rest
 assured you can still access the regular features including the Funding & Opportunities and the linked list
 of Publications by visiting the fully searchable, BDI Newsletter site at www.bdi-newsletter.com 

 I wish you all happy holidays and trust that you will have the chance to enjoy time with your families and
 friends.

 Best wishes,
 John Carroll
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Formal collaboration with Cardiff University

Monash University’s Biomedicine Discovery Institute (BDI) and Cardiff University’s Systems

 Immunity Research Institute have signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) that will see the

 two institutes extend their collaborative activities. The five-year mutual agreement recognises

 highly productive joint projects already being conducted around inflammation and immunity, and

 provides a mechanism for enabling additional projects in the areas of research collaboration;

 exchange of materials, scholars and students; and co-operative seminars and workshops. Read

 more.

News

Welcome Professor Kieran Harvey 
 We are delighted to welcome Professor Kieran Harvey as the  

fourth joint appointment between the Monash BDI and the Peter  

MacCallum Cancer Centre. Combining the BDI’s strengths in  

fundamental research with the clinical strengths of the PeterMac  

provides the critical mass needed to improve cancer diagnostics  

and patient outcomes. Kieran is a world-leader in understanding  

the roles of genes and their products in the “Hippo” signalling  

network which controls organ development. Read more.
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Congratulations Brooke Huuskes
Following on from our story last week, we are delighted to  

announce that Brooke Huuskes (BDI PhD student) was the  

winner of the Audience choice prize at British Council's FameLab  

Victoria Semi-Finals 2017. As an Audience Choice winner, she  

has been cast in the draw for a wild card nomination to take part  

in the FameLab National finals on Thursday 4 May at the  

Western Australian Maritime Museum, Fremantle. We wish you  

all the best once again!  

Press

Diet counters type 1 diabetes
 Dr Eliana Mariño and Professor Charles Mackay's research on

 the role the gut microbiome plays in regulating autoimmune

 conditions garnered significant global media coverage,

 including Ten News TV and ABC radio (go to 19:30), and print

 outlets including The Guardian (UK), 9News, World News

 Australia and many more. Read more.

Industry Engagement

 The Monash BDI Industry Engagement (IE) Committee was established to increase the connectivity
 between our researchers and industry, be it through industry training for PhD students, funding
 opportunities through industry:academia grant schemes, or the establishment of Research Agreements
 with big pharma. We are here to help!

 The IE Team are pleased to announce financial support valued at $500 to sponsor a limited number of
 BDI researchers to participate in The Bridge Program, which transfers skills on the commercialisation of
 pharmaceutical research. 

 Content includes:

Protecting intellectual property
Research commercialisation planning
Structuring biotech financing deals
Entrepreneurial skills

 Running from June - November 2017, the program combines face-to-face, online and blended learning
 technologies. 

 For more information or to register your interest to attend the Bridge Program through the BDI, contact us
  at BDI-Industry.Engagement@monash.edu by Monday 10 April 2017.
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We are looking forward to greater engagement with the wider BDI community from now on through a  
weekly update in the newsletter. 

Events and seminars

Monash BDI Discovery Seminars
Tuesday 4 April: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75) 

 Dr Kristin Brown, Cancer Therapeutics Program, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and Dept.

 Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of Melbourne Topic: Targeting mechanisms of

 chemotherapy resistance in breast cancer (Host: Antonella Papa)

Thursday 6 April: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75) 

 Dr Michelle Wykes, Molecular Immunology, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research.  Topic: Programmed cell

 death-1 ligand 2: the other PD-1 ligand.  (Host: Colby Zaph)

Tuesday 11 April: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75) 

 Dr Clinton Bruce, Institute for Physical Activity and Nutrition., Deakin University Topic: The regulation of

 glucose metabolism: an integrative systems physiology approach  (Host: Zane Andrews)

Thursday 13 April: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75) 

 Prof David McAlpine, Australia Hearing Hub, Macquarie University.  Topic: Nightclubs, Noise and

 Neurons.  (Host: Adam Morris)

Thursday 20 April: 12pm - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75) 

 Prof Arvind Sehgal, Monash Children’s Hospital & Department of Pediatrics, Monash University. Topic:

 Fetal growth restriction: cardiac-vascular maladaptive coupling.  (Host: Reetu Singh)

Science-Medicine Affinity Workshop
Tuesday 2 May - 12.00pm - 3.00pm - Monash University Staff Club, 32 Exhibition Walk

The Workshop will allow researchers an informal opportunity to present current projects and new ideas

 and explore the potential for collaboration.

 Please click here to register by Wednesday 12 April. 

 (Lunch and afternoon tea will be provided)

Immunometabolism and Chronic Disease Conference 
Sunday 13 - Wednesday 16 August - The Warwick Hotel  Fiji, Queen's Road, Korolevu, Coral Coast, Viti

 Levu, Fiji

Focus: To highlight the importance of cutting edge research in the field of chronic diseases associated

http://monash.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=f5fb421215411523bece58a4a&id=89e28af941&e=325caf79bd
http://monash.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5fb421215411523bece58a4a&id=6b4c63659f&e=325caf79bd


 with immunometabolic dysfunctionin in order to develop better treatments and to decrease the social and

 economic burden of chronic disease in the Asia Pacific Region.

 Deadline for Early Bird and Abstract submission is Thursday 13 April.

More Info 

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

Systematic Review Links the Prevalence of Intraductal Carcinoma of the Prostate to Prostate Cancer Risk
 Categories.
 (Porter LH, Lawrence MG, Frydenberg M, Pezaro C, Risbridger GP, Taylor RA.)

High-resolution cryo-EM: the nuts and bolts.
 (Elmlund D, Le SN, Elmlund H)

Cell Traversal Activity Is Important for Plasmodium falciparum Liver Infection in Humanized Mice.
 (Ellisdon AM, Whisstock JC)

BMP15 Mutations Associated With Primary Ovarian Insufficiency Reduce Expression, Activity, or Synergy
 With GDF9.
 (Patiño LC, Walton KL, Johnson KE, Stocker W, Harrison CA)

HIVed, a knowledgebase for differentially expressed human genes and proteins during HIV infection,
 replication and latency.
 (Li C, Ramarathinam SH, Song J, Purcell AW)

Untargeted metabolomics analysis reveals key pathways responsible for the synergistic killing of colistin
 and doripenem combination against Acinetobacter baumannii.
 (Li J)

Structural reconstruction of protein ancestry.
 (Porebski BT, Buckle AM)

Insulin-regulated aminopeptidase inhibitors do not alter glucose handling in normal and diabetic rat.
 (Burns P, Chai SY)

IL-2 prevents deletion of developing T-regulatory cells in the thymus.
 (Wirasinha RC, Daley SR)

Staged heterogeneity learning to identify conformational B-cell epitopes from antigen sequences.
 (Song J, Li J)

Effects of Tiagabine on Slow Wave Sleep and Arousal Threshold in Patients With Obstructive Sleep
 Apnea.

 (Edwards BA)

http://imcd.org.au/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28342640
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28342640
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28342396
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28359091
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28359091
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28358052
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28358052
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28358014
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28358014
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28356519
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28356324
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28362433
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28361709
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28364504


Regional localization of activin-βA, activin-βC, follistatin, proliferation, and apoptosis in adult and
 developing mouse prostate ducts.
 (Risbridger G) 

Corrigendum to ''Modelling cross-reactivity and memory in the cellular adaptive immune response to
 influenza infection in the host'' [J.Theor. Biol. 413 (2017) 34-49].
 (La Gruta NL)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 

Viertel Foundation clinical investigator awards

Bellberry-Viertel senior medical research fellowships

Endeavour College of Natural Health Research Grant Program

Women and Leadership Australia

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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