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 Last week we celebrated International Women’s Day, a day when we consider how we can help forge a
 more inclusive, gender blind world.  According to the World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap
 Report of 2016, the global gender gap in health - at the current rate of change - will not close until 2186!
 Hence the need to do something about it.

 At the Monash BDI, we have been working hard on establishing new gender equity policies with the aim
 of creating a culture where everyone can reach their full potential. Last week, we announced
 Dr Karla Hutt as our inaugural Monash BDI Outstanding Women in Science Fellow. Karla heads the
 Ovarian Biology Laboratory in the Development and Stem Cells Program. I am sure you will join me in
 congratulating Karla on being the first recipient of this Fellowship.

 I would also like to extend my congratulations to Associate Professor Mireille Lahoud who has been
 awarded a highly-competitive Ferring Innovation Grant for her research aimed at better understanding
 how the immune system works in order to treat or regulate inflammatory diseases, specifically
 gastrointestinal inflammation.

 Best wishes,
 John Carroll.

In this issue
 News | Events and seminars | Publications | Funding and opportunities

For all stories in this issue of the BDI Newsletter, and every past issue too, visit
www.bdi-newsletter.com 

mailto:bdi-news@monash.edu
https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute
https://bdi-newsletter.com/


Significant new Fellowship boosts prospects for female scientists

The BDI has thrown its support behind female scientists by launching the Outstanding Women in

 Science Fellowship. The inaugural winner is Dr Karla Hutt, one of our reproductive biologists. The

 Fellowship will help female scientists thrive in their research careers and in leadership roles by

 offering salary support for three years and laboratory funds of $100,000 per year. Read more

News

Novel approach to treat IBD receives Ferring
 Innovation Grant

Like many worldwide, Associate Professor Lahoud’s family have

 been deeply affected by the debilitating nature of inflammatory

 bowel disease (IBD). This personal experience motivated her to

 better understand how the immune system balances the need to

 effectively eliminate harmful infections, while minimising harm to

 the body. Read more

Events and seminars

BDI Discovery Seminar
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Thursday 16 March: 12 - 1pm - Seminar room, Level 3, 15 Innovation Walk (Building 75) 

 A/Prof Astutosh Kumar, Bioscience & Bioengineering, Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, Mumbai,

 India. Topic: Motion, recognition and interaction of proteins involved in the cell-cycle regulation. (Host:

 Antonella Papa)

ARC CoE for Integrative Brain Function Public Lecture
Monday 3 April: 6pm - 7:30pm - Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, 2 Clarendon Street, South

 Wharf VIC 3006  Brains and Computers: the future of neuroscience FREE public lecture. More Info

Publications

Have you had a paper accepted for publication? It's never too early to let the media and

 communications team know at bdi-news@monash.edu

Please note only BDI-affiliated authors are listed with their publication below

New Approaches to Investigate Drug-Induced Hypersensitivity
 (Purcell AW) 

Legionella pneumophila Strain 130b Evades Macrophage Cell Death Independent of the Effector SidF in
 the Absence of Flagellin
 (Speir M, Vogrin A, Seidi A, Abraham G, Naderer T) 

Polymyxin B in combination with meropenem against carbapenemase-producing Klebsiella pneumoniae:
 pharmacodynamics and morphological changes.
 (Li J)

Stabilizing short-lived Schiff base derivatives of 5-aminouracils that activate mucosal-associated invariant
 T cells.
 (Rossjohn J)

The remarkable convergence of skull shape in crocodilians and toothed whales.
 (McCurry MR, Adams JW, McHenry CR)

Caloric Restriction Protects against Lactacystin-Induced Degeneration of Dopamine Neurons Independent
 of the Ghrelin Receptor.
 (Bayliss JA, Andrews ZB)

The Plasma Protein Binding Proteome of Ertapenem: A Novel Compound-Centric Proteomic Approach for
 Elucidating Drug-Plasma Protein Binding Interactions.
 (Li J )

Circulating Gluten-Specific FOXP3+CD39+ Regulatory T Cells Have Impaired Suppressive Function in
 Celiac Disease.
 (Reid H, Peterson J, Rossjohn J)
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Modular Activating Receptors in Innate and Adaptive Immunity.
 (Berry R)

Comprehensive assessment and performance improvement of effector protein predictors for bacterial
 secretion systems III, IV and VI
 (Li C, Wilksch J, Song J, Lithgow T)

Funding and opportunities

Information from the Faculty Research Office 

Cancer Research Institute Irvington Postdoctoral Fellowships

Grange & Cottman Endowment Funds (Round 5) – GRANTS TO SUPPORT VISITING INTERNATIONAL
 SCHOLARS

2018 National Library of Australia Fellowships

Grand Challenges Explorations - The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Australia-Indonesia grants

Wellcome Trust Innovator Awards

Australia-Vietnam Researcher Exchange Program

Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science

Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund (Round 1) – CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

2017 Ramaciotti Health Investment Grants

Committed to excellence in discovery research, the newly established Monash Biomedicine

 Discovery Institute brings together more than 120 internationally-renowned research teams

 into six health-focussed programs. Our researchers are supported by world-class facilities

 and infrastructure, and partner with industry, clinicians and researchers internationally to

 enhance lives through discovery.
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